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PREFACE

The present book has made an attempt to evaluate
the idea of Slavery and anti-slavery system in the selected
novels of Fredrick Douglass, Harriet Beecher Stowe and Toni
Morrison. It attempted to analyze the slavery and anti-slavery
elements in Afro - American literature. It studied antislavery
novels such as “’Narrative of the life of Fredrick Douglass
(1845), My Bondage and my freedom (1855) by Fredrick
Douglass, Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852), The minister’s wooing
(1859) by Harriet Beecher Stowe and Beloved (1987), A
Mercy (2008) by Toni Morrison. The present book
illustrated how the white authority treated to slave people in
the Afro- American country and how those slave people
struggled against the brutal system for their freedom, identity
and equality. This study brings to light on the fact of African
American antislavery novels which are deeply embedded in
history since the Negroes were brought as slaves from their
native African countries and sold to slaveholders all over
the region of the world. Enslaved people were treated as
dehumanized like animal. The history of slavery system was
so brutal. It was the period where suppression and domination
was going on.

Slavery system was an institution in which the practice
has enclosed most of the documented history of the world
and spread across many different countries and regions
around the world. Slavery system was the cruel practice of
forcing black people to work hard without paying them proper
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remuneration. Such brutal system continued to be practiced
for a long time and the life of slaves became critical because
the slaveholders or masters treated them like animals.

Hence, after enduring too much harassment, slaves
were realized to fight against the brutal practices of the
slavery system. They developed their skills and preserved
the dignity and unity of their communities, however some
of them came together to fight against the evil system and
started to revolt in contradiction of their masters for
freedom. When the abolition or the antislavery movement
was started the import of slaves from Africa declined. After
escaping from slavery people started to narrate their own
brutal experiences through the work to show the actual
condition of slaves in the society. These tales were usually
written in the autobiographical form. After escaping from
slavery some slaves started to share their brutal experiences
through speeches or written their narratives. The purpose of
writing the experiences of slave narratives was the remaining
slave people would be inspired to escape and started the revolt
against the evil system. However, there were thousands of
essays, lectures, speeches, sermons, political articles,
personal narratives, prose, fiction, travel account, poetry,
drama, religious and philosophical literature, manifestoes
and children literature etc. printed in the various forms about
slavery system.

The literature was written in against of the slavery
system called as anti-slavery literature. Antislavery literature
represents the origin of multicultural literature in the society
of United States. The aim of the antislavery system is to



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -6

increase crucial understanding about African American
experiences. It shows the argument against the slavery
system and marked a revolutionary turn in the society. So it
was very important to study about history of slavery and early
human condition in the society. Most antislavery literature
was published during the abolitionist movement activated
from 1830 to 1865. Through such kind of written work the
message was very useful to spread out to many people for
revolt against the slavery system.

The present work has contained five chapters as
following. The study, however, begins with chapter-I
Introduction which introduces the topic and the subject
matter of the present work. It focuses on the historical
background of slavery system, the concept of slavery and
antislavery system. It also evaluates the biographical and
autobiographical sketches of anti-slavery authors and the
detailed analysis of their major works. It highlights the
biggest issue of slavery system through the African-American
anti-slavery literature. The problems of men and women in
the slavery system studied thoroughly in this chapter. It also
describes the revolt against the slavery system and struggle
from bondage to freedom. The role of antislavery or
abolitionist movement has explained in well manner to
argument the issue of slavery system.

Chapter-11I : Reflection of Slavery and Antislavery
System: Narrative of the life of Frederick Douglass, My
Bondage and My Freedom proposes to deal with the thematic
study of Fredrick Douglass’s novels. Narrative of the life of
Fredrick Douglass (1845) and My Bondage and My Freedom
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(1855). This chapter evaluates the brutal experiences of
Fredrick Douglass who was born in slavery and explored his
evil incidents as a slave through his narratives. It discusses
in greater detail about his events of life and struggle to escape
from slavery system. The detail discussion explained about
Douglass’s journey from bondage to liberty and explored
how he was grown more mature, powerful, analytical and
complex with a deepened commitment to the fight for equal
right and liberties.

Chapter-II1 : Slavery Crises and Emancipation: Uncle
Tom’s Cabin and Ministers Wooing, This chapter focuses
on the study of Harriet Beecher Stowe’s antislavery novels
Uncle Tom’s cabin (1852) and The Ministers Wooing
(1859). The Character of Uncle Tom a long suffering lack
slave around whom the stories of other characters revolve.
It evaluated the harsh conditions of enslaved people of
African Americans and discussed the themes of evil
immorality, moral authority of motherhood, the horrors of
the slavery, the most dreadful condition of slavery, forcibly
separation from family, worst injustices from slaveholders
to men and women etc. through the both novels the reality
of slavery system depicted in this chapter. It also highlights
the issue of slavery using the historical perspectives.

Chapter-1V: Toni Morrison: Slave Consciousness and
Visionary Mode, This chapter proposes to deal with the
thematic study of Toni Morrison’s antislavery novels Beloved
(1987) and A Marcy (2008). It noted that her works highlights
the issues of slavery system, black identity, black people’s
brutal experiences and particularly black female experiences
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within black community. Morrison was the first African
American women to win the Nobel award in literature.
Through her novels evaluated the issues of mother daughter
relationship in the slavery, losing their true identity because
of the suffering under slavery and consisting painful
memories. It also explored the family relationships which
help to visualize the stress and the dismantlement of African
American families in the slavery system. Thus, the pain is
universal throughout these novels because slaves faced
heavily scared and tortured by physically, mentally,
sociologically and psychologically. It was also explored the
dark side of slavery system and explained thoroughly the
exploitation of labour, immoral corruption and their
economic condition. This chapter also painted horrifying
portraits as treated raped, exploitation, harassments,
assaulted, humiliated and denied from close to equal rights.
The problems of women have explained through this chapter
such as sexual exploitation, social violence against the
women and beating to wife etc.

Chapter-V: Conclusion proposes to make up the
important points which have discussed in the earlier
chapters. It also points out the essence of anti-slavery system
in African American author’s writing. It is noted the real
thoughts, bad treatment to black men and woman in the
society, slave people’s life and their experiences. It highlights
the significance of anti-slavery system in the world literary
tradition. The present chapter also endeavors to document
of varied perceptions and philosophies of Afro-American
authors all over the world. In short, this chapter proposes to
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sum up the major arguments made in earlier chapters, and it
comments on the various perceptions, philosophies of
slavery by authors. After evaluating the antislavery works,
we come to know that each and every kind of slavery should
be stopped in the present era and every one should try to
getting the motivation from the antislavery literature, then
all people would be enable to aware about the fundamental
rights of the human beings and their freedom or liberty.
Through this inspiration each and every person would be
started to fight against the slavery system and definitely it
would be beneficial to stop the evil systems of the society.

I hope that the book will be very useful to many
research scholars and learners of English literature. If any
suggestion for improvement of the book will be highly
appreciable.
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CHAPTER-I

INTRODUCTION

Afro-American literature is the body of literature
which produced in the United States by many authors of
Africa. It has similarly deep roots of literature. Each and
every kind of literature has its own historical, cultural, and
social background and it reflects in the works certainly by
oral or written form. Authors explored the issues of African
American culture such as racism, slavery, identity, equality
etc. It was also focused on the position of black people in
the American society. Hence, these issues were reflected
by people earlier in the oral forms through spirituals,
sermons, music, blues, rap etc. Through the literature the
issues were tested and claimed to get freedom, democracy
and equality which kept a long denied to black people in the
American society. However, these characteristics existed on
many levels of African American literature. Slavery system
was also one of the biggest issues in the African American
society. It was very brutal practice on poor enslaved black
people by white people or owners of the property in the
American tradition. In this way, the heart touching issue was
represented by anti-slavery authors through their writings
and Authors began to write the slave narratives and shared
their own experiences about slavery system. Because of the
antislavery works, the enslaved people were inspired to revolt
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against the slavery and enable to know the importance of
freedom and their basic rights like a common people of the
country. Hence, the anti-slavery literature supported to
establish the great movement which worked against the
slavery system. It is called as antislavery or abolitionist
movement.

The present work aims to analyse the study of slavery
and anti-slavery system in the selected novels of Frederick
Douglass, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and Toni Morrison. In fact,
Slavery is an institution in which the practice has covered
most of documented history of the world and spread across
many different countries and regions around the world.
Slavery is the brutal practice of forcing someone to work
hard without paying them proper remuneration and
sometimes without paying theme at all. Such a system was
continued to be practiced for a long time and the life of slaves
described as hard work, mistreatment and torture from their
masters. Actually, the slaves were deprived from their most
of the basic rights which ordinarily held by their owners.

When we focused on the history of the slavery system,
then we come to know that the slaves were sold by the white
masters in the market as like they were a piece of clothing
or animals. The trade of buying and selling to slave was very
famous trend found in the slavery system. Due to such a
trading, slave people’s families were separated and scattered
in different places. Thus, slave people were enduring too
much suffering from their masters like abusing, beating,
exploitation, whipping, harassment, sexual exploitation,
mentally and physical torture etc. however, this work focuses
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or evaluates on the actual problems of the slave people and
estimate to resolve it. In short, the life was just not easy for
these people in the society. The slave convention sets out
the following definition. The 1926 Slavery Convention
provides the first international definition of slavery as:

“The status or condition of a person over whom
any or all the powers attaching to the right ownership are
exercised...[and] included all acts involved in the capture,
acquisition, or disposal of a person with intent to reduce
him to slavery, acts involved in the acquisition of a slave
with a view to selling or exchanging him; all acts of
disposal by sale or exchange of a slave acquired with a
view to being sold or exchanged, and in general, every
act of trade or transport in slaves.” (Inter.defi-1926) (48)

It gives a more comprehensive definition of slavery
to include the debt bondage, serfdom, or any practice of
slavery. The history of slavery is a large and untellable story
with full of tragedy and cruelty that spans both centuries and
continents. Although it is difficult to pinpoint the exact year
of the slavery began, but historians can trace the roots of
this inhumane practice back roughly 11,000 years. When we
think about slavery throughout the ancient world, the practice
of the human slavery grew more and more and the result came
out as the world became more civilized and organized cities
and farms were developed. It was still thought to be the
birthplace of slavery, which grew out of Sumer in to Greece
and other parts of ancient Mesopotamia. There have been
two basic types of slavery throughout recorded history. The
most common has called as household, patriarchal or
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domestic slavery. Domestic slaves occasionally worked
outside the household for example doing hard work or
harvesting in their owners farm or at their homes such as
military services. The other major type of slavery was
productive slavery. In this slavery, it was comparatively with
those societies seems to have existed predominantly to
produce marketable supplies in mines or on plantation.

The slavery has been a critical factor in the economic,
social and political structure. When we think about slavery
system in the African American countries so throughout the
17" and 18" centuries people were kidnapped from the
continent of Africa and they forced in to slavery in the
American colonies and exploited to work as servants in the
production of crops such as tobacco and cotton etc. The
Transatlantic Slave Trade elaborated as the kidnapping and
sale of millions of Africans to European traders beside the
West Coast of Africa and transport to them towards the ‘New
World” where they would be enforced to work in the
production of sugar, cotton and coffee or kept as servants in
the plantation owners’ houses. (1)

Commonly, People were enslaved as a significance
of being caught in war, as a punishment for committing a
crime or as a means of escaping scarcity. While enslavement
in Africa could be tremendously brutal, African slaves had a
social as well as an economic value. They brought respect
and position to their owner. Slaves supposed in Africa were
still normally measured people and part of society. (2)

It was considered that a significant starting point of
slavery in America to be 1619, when the privateer ‘The white
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lion’ brought 20 African slaves at the shore in the British
colony of Jamestown, Virginia. In this slavery there was a
bonded labour, chattel slavery, forced labour, forced
marriages etc. When we think about forced labour or bonded
labour, it used to describe in individual manner which forced
to work against their own will and lived life time under the
treatment of violence or punishment.

The earliest history of slavery was found in the
world’s most regions. The civilization along with the Tigris
and Euphrates River was in Mesopotamia. Indus valley of
India, the Nile in Egypt, china’s Yangtze River valley had
located slavery system. The percentage of slaves was in the
early very small. Because, most male captives or killed in
the war so women were remained enslaved as a field labour
in their particular region. The first slave society was found
during 6™ and 4" century in ancient Greece during the
classical period in Athens, a third to a half of the people
consisted as slaves. At that time Rome was dependant on
slavery system. Thus, Most People of the society were not
kindly thinking about freedom for slaves. When Europeans
started to colonize in the new world at the end of 15" century,
they were well aware about the institution of slavery system.
In the earliest time Europeans were using the black and
Russian people as slaves to work in Italian plantation. During
14™ century, through Columbus’s ‘discovery of the new world
found that Europeans actually exploited to African labour at
sugar producing islands off the coast west Africa.
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However, Slavery was permitted to cruelty and abuse
everywhere in the world. Slavery provided the labour force
on high level to profit for producing cotton, sugar, coffee,
cocoa etc. During the middle age the racial slavery originated
when Christian and Muslims began to recruit as slaves from
part of east, north central and West Africa. As late as during
the 15" century, slavery did not mean only black slavery but
many slaves also belonging from Asia. There was nothing
difference as white or black slave, because many white slaves
were also from Islamic countries and Asian continent. Most
slaves worked hard labouring in the farm as well as keeping
them as household servants. Slaves were often war captives
or victim of piracy and children abandoned by their parents.
The Greek philosopher Aristotle justified about the slavery
as:

“The worst thing about slavery is that the slaves eventually
get to like it. - Aristotle (46)

In this way, the expression of ‘slavery system’
denotes to describe as a self-reliant, self-sustaining set of
organic relationships, both at the economic and at the social
level. Though, at the heart of this set of relationships was
the institution of slavery, whose inspiration permeated nearly
every aspect of at least some of the cultures that were
integrant parts of the few historically known as ‘slavery
systems’. Slavery system defined by providing the basis of
an economy in which Masters or slaveholders were leading
to earn wealth and slave ownership had two views intimately
connected to each other, a huge part of the trade turned
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around buying and selling slaves and a great percentage of
the workers were enslaved in the system and they used to do
hard work daily without given remuneration. While doing
work masters were taken watch on their work if any mistakes
done by slaves so definitely they got punishment because,
masters only focused on the profit and not too much
positively think about slaves in the system. They thought that
slave people were their property. Hence, within a slave
system the social hierarchy reflected the economic one
based on slave ownership, while slavery influenced
relationships similarly within the family and in society at
large in some particular cultures. (3)

By using the term slavery system, we propose to
mention observably to the Pervasiveness of the institution
of slavery an institution based on the ‘slave mode of pro-
duction’ and system of labour in the economy and society
of those regions, countries, and states that were intercon-
nected parts of a unified market area. In some respects, then,
the concept of ‘slave system’ relies on the definition of ‘slave
society’ first innovated by Moses Finley and then developed
also by Keith Hopkins and Ira Berlin. (4)

According to the definition, slavery was at the heart
of the economic and social life of a specific culture and it
influenced in such a way to produce a large class of
slaveholders, who excellently whispered a great deal of
power and applied it over the poor slave people in the society.
Considerably, according to both Finley and Hopkins, genuine
slave societies were traditionally only a few and among them,
the best-known cases are classical Athens and imperial Rome
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in the ancient Mediterranean and the nineteenth-century
United States and Brazil in the modern Atlantic. Many newly
captured slaves died in Africa during their transport to the
coast or in captivity before they completed the Atlantic
crossing. During the journey, the overcrowded and dirty
environment, combined with brutal treatment and insufficient
food, because of that between ten to twenty per cent of slaves
died in transportation. During the peak of the slave trade in
the late 18th century, some 80,000 Africans were transported
by Europeans to the ‘New World’ every year. Around 10
million slaves survived in while the crossing and a number
crudely equivalent to the entire population of Britain in 18
century. However, many of these survivors were factually
worked to death. Almost two thirds of all slaves taken to the
Americas and the Caribbean ended up cutting cane on sugar
plantations. During harvests this usually expected 14 hours
of back breaking work with six days a week in thrilling heat
for women, men and children. The mixture of hard labour,
exposure to new diseases and insufficient food intended that
around one in every three Africans died within three years
of arriving in the Caribbean.(5)

As the entire system of slavery was centred on
violence, it is not astonishing that the punishments for slaves
were mainly brutal. The authorized system provided for
beating, labelling, burning and death punishments to be
passed, frequently for minor crimes. Slaves who used to ran
away for thirty days or more could be condemned to death
and Africans who raised their hand to strike whites could
have it removed.(6)
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In this way, after a lot enduring torture, African slaves
started to fight for their existence and freedom for over 200
years before any concern was shown in Europe regarding
their action. Even in 1760, the massive mainstream of people
in Britain either ignored or actively permitted the trade. At
the time of public meeting in Britain, John Henry Naimbanna,
son of King Naimbanna of Sierra Leone, spoke out against
individuals who tried to dehumanize Africans as he saw this
as a way to justify violating their rights:

“That man will make slaves of black people; for
when he has taken away their character, he will say, ‘O,
they are only black people, why should I not make them
slaves?’ That man will take away all the people of Africa,
if he can catch them, and if you ask him ‘Why do you take
away all those people,’ he will say ‘O, they are only black
people, they are not like white people, why should not 1
take them? ’That is the reason I cannot forgive the man
who takes away the character of the people of my
country.”(7)

When we describe the slavery in the historical
viewpoint, it was the keystone of the colonization of the
Americas. Almost ten million or so people who crossed the
Atlantic before 18" century and about eight and a half million
approximately six of every seven people were enslaved
Africans. By the time of the transatlantic trade was lastly
suppressed in the 1860s, a total of ten million to twelve
million Africans had been brought into the New World
slavery, while an expected two million more had died in the
journey. The huge majority was imported into the sugar
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colonies of the Caribbean and South America, where great
humanity of enslaved workers required a constant infusion
of labourers. Brazil alone imported at least four million
enslaved Africans over the centuries of the trade. Between
five-hundred thousand and six-hundred thousand enslaved
Africans were imported into central North America, what is
today the United States. (8)

Different societies were developed in history their
own considerations of slavery as well as their own rules and
customs for adaptable it. But whatever the native differences
showed, there were certain unities that marked slavery as a
different condition. Slavery system was the subject of the
everywhere to physical and sexual abuse, harassment, beating,
sexual exploitation etc. They typically assisted for life and
frequently handed over the same status on to their children.
Possibly, the most important aspect was there that, slaves
were outsiders and they were not in the literal sense of
coming from outside the societies. Actually, they were
believed in the sense of being accepting from the basic
recognition and rights enjoyed by those who were free. In
the United States, for example, the free-born could contract
marriages, buy and sell property, testify in court, and make
basic decisions about the welfare of their children. Slaves
could do none of these things. According to scholar Orlando
Patterson, slavery was a form of “social death.” (9)

The disgrace and poverty associated with enslavement
unavoidably gave rise to dislike for the people who were
enslaved. However, the specifics differ of slaves through
history have been marked out as inferior, uncivilized,
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inhuman. The people of African origin came to be considered
as a different “race” of persons fashioned by nature, colour
and for hard labour. Originally, American colonists justified
the enslavement of Africans mostly in terms of religion and
culture. Africans were designated as “heathenish” and
“savage.” But by the period of the American Revolution such
rationalizations had been replaced by categorical theory of
race, in which black people’s inferiority was recognized to
be essential and enduring, a product not of their environments
or condition but of their physical nature. An early anti-
slavery treatise, published in the Providence Gazette in 1773,
and clarified the development neatly. The unidentified author
wrote,

“Slave keeping,” was a “custom that casts the most
indelible odium on a whole people, causing some...to infer
that they are a different race formed by the Creator for
brutal service, to drudge for us with their brethren of the
stalls.” (10)

This procedure of dehumanization was assisted by
growths in American law. In contrast to the plantation
colonies of Spain and Portugal, which genetic legal
explanations of slavery through the Catholic Church and the
tradition of Roman- Dutch law, settlers in mainland North
America were left to fashion their own slave codes. The laws
they were produced traditionally in their complete rejection
of the legal personality of the enslaved beginning in Virginia
in the 1620s. It was going on through the Civil War. Slaves
in North America were chattel and no different in rule from
horses, handlooms, or other pieces of throwaway property.
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The North American colonies were also extremely
uncommon in tracing slave origin through the parental rather
than domestic line, a system that guaranteed, in practice that
most children of “mixed” heritage would be themselves
enslaved. This origin law was first passed by colonial
governments in Virginia and Maryland in the 1660s. Its impact
was fallen on American culture, placing the foundations of
our distinctive binary system of racial classification, in which
even restricted African descent one drop of blood, in the
terms of the notorious Virginia Racial Integrity Act of 1924
reduces an individual categorically as black. (11)

In American slavery have any statements to being
traditionally in the systematic way in which racial ideas were
used to lower and deny the humanity of people of even
restricted African origin. This historical inheritance would
mark the process of combining the earlier enslaved as citizens
far more challenging in the United States than in other New
World slave societies. Most Americans today consider that
slavery was as a southern institution. In particularly, New
Englanders have forced to remove the institution’s existence
from their collective memory. But slavery was occurred in
all thirteen colonies as well as in all thirteen original states.
In New England, the first slaves were Native Americans who
were captured in the increasing struggle between colonizers
and the native people. New Englanders started to import
Africans in 1638, originally by exchanging Native Americans
captured in the Pequot War for black slaves from the West
Indies. This business was revived, on a far larger scale, and
the aftereffects of King Philip’s War in the 1670s, it
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continued occasionally through the early eighteenth century.
One of the programs sponsored by the directing committee
carried together descendants of Native American captives
transported from Rhode Island to Bermuda more than three
hundred years ago with legislatures of more than a dozen
native nations in the eastern United States and Canada. (12)

Primarily, New Englanders represented a moral difference
between buying enslaved Africans from the West Indies who
were supposed to have been arrested in war and thus legally
held and the genuine business of enslaving Africans.
Therefore, the coming of the first shipload of West Indian
slaves in 1638 bring about no consciences, but when a
Massachusetts ship returned from West Africa seven years
later with a shipment of new captives it activated as a scandal.
The captain and crew were charged by the General Court for
the “haynos and crying sinn of man stealing” and the captives
were returned to Africa at colony expenditure. This difference
was soon misplaced there, however, Massachusetts ships
activated to go on board for West Africa. (13)

When we study about the Rhode Island slave trade,
the significant information comes to existence. Rhode
Island’s division lay not in slavery but in the leading role that
the colony and state played in the transatlantic slave trade.
Still Rhode Islanders wrapped behind their Massachusetts
neighbours in entering the trade; and they soon prepared for
their slow start. The first documented transatlantic slaving
voyages from the colony go on board in the early years of
the eighteenth century. By the close of the trade, more than
a century later, Rhode Islanders had attached at least a
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thousand voyages, carrying over one-hundred thousand
Africans into New World slavery. While such sums are far
minor than those collected by the Portuguese, British,
Spanish, and French, but they are extremely high in the
American framework. In all, about sixty per cent of slave
trading voyages launched from North America, in some years
more than ninety per cent and supplied from small Rhode
Island. Approximately a half of the Africans were transported
illegally, by Rhode Islanders by ships operating in
disobedience of a 1787 state law. That law was prohibiting
residents of the state from trading in slaves and stated the
acts of 1794 and 1800 excepting Americans from carrying
slaves to ports outside the United States, and the 1807
Congressional act abolishing the transatlantic slave trade.
(14) Some of those carried on Rhode Island ships were
transported back to Rhode Island. The vast majority ended
up beyond south in the sugar producing colonies of the
Caribbean and later in the southern states. In the colonial
period, Rhode Island was one angle of what contemporaries
called the “triangle trade,” in which slave produced sugar and
molasses from the Caribbean were brought to Rhode Island
and purified into rum, which was then carried to West Africa
and exchanged for captives, to produce more sugar, more
rum, and more slaves. (15)

After few years racism provided the basic justification
for slavery system that Europeans considered that whiteness
meant purity and blackness as a sinister, satanic, colour of
devil etc. in this way most slaves were captured from Africa
and Caribbean island on the basis of racial identity as a black.
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Africa was so vulnerable to the slave trade because trade
winds and ocean currents to make it easy for sailing from
western African cast to Brazil and Caribbean area. During
that period Africa had a high birth ratio and the growth in
turn made the slave trade possible. So before the end of 17
century England, Denmark, Portugal, France, Holland and
established slave trading on the west African coast. Many
African slaves were killed or displaced during the slave trade.
On shipboard many slaves were chained, and sometimes
refused to eat, so they endured torture and abuse due to such
brutal treatment they attempted to suicide. However Fredrick
Douglass says about slavery as:

“If there is no struggle, there is no progress. Those who
profess to favour freedom, and yet depreciate agitation,
are men who want crops without ploughing up the ground.
They want rain without thunder and lightning. They want
the ocean without the awful roar of its many waters. This
struggle may be a moral one; or it may be a physical one;
or it may be both moral and physical; but it must be a
struggle. Power concedes nothing without a demand. It
never did and it never will. ’(16)

In this way, America has passed through significant
historical dark time. America was one of the most attractive
destinations for immigrants, so people considered that it was
the land of salvation. But It was the most ethnically diverse
and multicultural nation. American society had a high culture
so people considered as open minded too. It was referred as
‘the great melting pot’ a metaphor which meant that the
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blending of many cultures, religions, languages, a form of a
single national identity.

When we think about the condition of women in the
slavery system, it was too difficult beyond imagine. There
were many problems equally held in the slavery about men
and women. But if we think about enslaved women, they all
were facing very critical problems in the slavery. Their
masters or owners were used to give evil treatment as like
sexual exploitation, punishment, forcefully separation
between mother and children, economically harassment,
whipping, abusing etc. White people always believed that the
black women are as to be lustful beings. It was estimated
that one third of the 15 million people who were transported
from Africa for transatlantic slave trade women. Women were
always carried unbearable burden of hardships, forced labour,
sexual exploitation, gender discrimination on the basis of
colour in the slavery system.

They were known as voiceless and cultureless in the
society. Women faced many problems about their
reproduction because owners didn’t pay too much attention
to the reproductive role of women in the slavery. They only
preferred hard work from them. White people always
observed that African women are as a rocky and animal like,
because they were physically capable to do the work like a
male. The formation of the marriage and family structure
was not stable there so slave owners frequently engaged in
the affairs with the female slave. Thus, this injustice
highlighted their humanity in the slavery system.
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The role of women was very important to offer a new
dynamic study of slave culture. They played very important
role in the development of slave communities such as family
structure and economic productivity. After enduring too
much harassment, they were realized to fight against the
brutal practices of the slavery system. They developed their
skills & preserved the dignity and unity of their communities,
however some of them came together to fight against the
evil system and started to revolt in contradiction of their
masters for freedom. When the abolition movement was
started the import of slaves from Africa declined. Many
enslaved women joined the abolition movement after
escaping from slavery and narrated their own brutal
experiences through the work. These tales were usually
written in the autobiographical form. According to Harriet
Jacob women’s condition in slavery as:

“Slavery is terrible for men, but it is far more terrible for
women. Superadded to the burden common to all, they
have wrongs, and sufferings, and mortifications peculiarly
their own”. (17)

Jacob described the actual condition of women in the
slavery system. She wanted to say in the above mentioned
quotes that the most slave narratives described physical
torture and abuses about male slaves. They endured more
suffering and tried to escape themselves. But Jacobs focused
on different story of enslaved women such as, In the slavery
the masters whether or not beaten, starved and forced to work
in the fields but all female slaves suffered horribly mental
tortures, sexual harassment, loss of their children, mother
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and children separation, raped by owners etc. such
experiences just too difficult more than physical any physical
punishment.

In this way Slavery was very brutal system for male
as well as women. This system was widespread in the United
States of America and it was the legal institution of human
enslavement primarily of Africans and African Americans
that existed in the United States of America. But after the
antislavery movement or abolition movement established
these evil practices came to end at last.

Antislavery movement was called also abolition
movement which established in 1830 to end the slavery in
the United States. It started chiefly for ending the transatlantic
slavery trade and chattel slavery. Some rationalist thinkers
began to criticize about the rights of man because the brutality
and inhumanity aroused high level in the society. By 18"
century the moral things disapproval of slavery was
widespread all over and antislavery reformers won the heart
of the people during this period. Abolitionist observed that
slavery was as like disgrace and disease in the United States.
So there was target of reformers to destroy slave ownership.
In the early period abolitionist were also white people and
religious people.

British tactics abolitionist also began the same
movement to end the slavery in Great Britain in 1830. Also
in the united kingdom ‘Anti-Slavery International’ is an
international non-governmental organization, and advocacy
group founded in 1839 which based in the United Kingdom.It
is the world’s oldest international human rights organization.
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It works exclusively against slavery and related abuses. It
owes its origins to the radical element of an older Anti-
Slavery Society, known as the “Agency Committee of the
Society for the Mitigation and Gradual Abolition of Slavery
throughout the British Dominions”, which had significantly
achieved abolition of slavery in the British Empire. A
successor organization, the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery
Society, was then created to campaign against the practice
of slavery in other countries. In 1990 it was again launched
as “Anti-Slavery International”’, which works to fight against
slavery and related to solve critical problems of the people.

Thus, American colonization society was started to stop
slavery in 1816, and proposed the idea of releasing slaves
and sending them back to their nation Africa. Antislavery
activist and slavery supporters were compromised in the
favour of slaves and decided to return in their own country.
Near about 12,000 A frican Americans had returned to Africa
in 1860. This news was quickly spread to states like New
York, Massachusetts and other northern states however
people were become eager to free earlier. Another most
important incident happened about the American colonization
society that they established a colony of former American
slaves in western Africa. It was named as ‘Laberia’ in 1824.
It was declared as independence and recognized by the United
States govt. in 1862.

The first enslaved Africans arrived in Rhode Island
sometime subsequently 1638. Yet their figures were firstly
very small, they were exposed enough to draw the attention
of the Rhode Island General Court, which in 1652 approved
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a law abolishing A frican slavery. According to the act, there
was evidently never enforced, “no black mankinde” could be
forced to serve a master for “longer than ten years,” after
which they would be “free, as the manner is with English
servants.” In 1659, the government replaced again, prohibiting
the further import of African captives. But this act too went
unenforced, and the enslaved population constantly to grow,
as did the gulf between white servants and black as Native
American slaves. Through the middle of the eighteenth
century, about ten per cent of Rhode Islanders were enslaved.
The greatest concentrations of slaves survived in Newport,
the colony’s premier port, and in South County, which was
home to a flourishing plantation economy. (18)

Slavery system suffered in Rhode Island for
approximately two hundred years. As in Pennsylvania, New
York, and most other northern states, the institution broken
step by step. In 1784, the Rhode Island government passed a
Gradual Abolition Act, which stated that every person born
in the state after March 1 of that year would be free. While
demonstrating a significant victory for the state’s developing
anti-slavery movement, the law also presented significant
deference to slave owners. It did nothing to change the status
of those born before the stated date, who continued to work
for their owners. Nor did it instantly modify the conditions
of freeborn children, who were bound to serve their mothers’
owners for twenty-one years before supposing their
undertaken position. But, the finally few slaves in Rhode
Island disappeared, either through death, manumission, or
sale out of state in the early 1830s.
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Whereas the Brown brothers’ seeming failure to
reflect deeply about the Sally disaster seems surprising today,
it was characteristic of their age and social class. For most
Rhode Island merchants in the 1760s, buying and selling
Africans was basically a profession, though one requiring
remarkably great risks and rewards. However, these years
also saw the beginnings of a movement to abolish the slave
trade, a swelling chorus of voices criticizing the transatlantic
traffic not simply as cruel and unwise but as criminal, a
violation of the central laws of man and God. The impact of
this movement would be sensed all from corner to corner
the Atlantic World and nowhere more dramatically than in
Rhode Island. In Rhode Island, as in much of the Anglo-
American world, there was political opposition to slavery
which initially equal with the Society of Friends, or Quakers.
It was found in England in the seventeenth century.
Quakerism was a deeply equal faith, which addressed that
every individual could experience the indwelling presence
of God, regardless of the conditions of his or her birth. Such
beliefs led many in the Society to question about the morality
of slavery and slave trading.

In 1760, the Yearly Meeting in Newport embraced
one of the first anti-slave trade resolutions in American
history, calling on members “to avoid being in any way
concerned in reaping the unrighteous profits of that
unrighteous practice of dealing in Negroes and other slaves
—in direct violation of the gospel rule which teaches everyone
to do as he would be done by.” Initially, Rhode Island Quakers
stopped short of rejecting slavery itself, simply enjoining
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members to treat their bondsmen with tenderness including
the facility of education and religious instruction for the
young. But in 1773, they acquired this additional step and
directing all Friends to manumit their slaves or face throwing
out from the Society. (19)

At that time the Quakers lastly acted and their once
lonely struggle showed signs of becoming a significant
movement. As historian David B. Davis has written as, “By
the eve of the American Revolution there was a remarkable
convergence of cultural and intellectual developments
which at once undercut traditional rationalizations for
slavery and offered new modes of sensibility for identifying
with its victims.” (47) The procedure obviously had
something to do with capitalism: As free labour developed
more common, other labour relations as indentured bondage,
debt bondage, and slavery came gradually to appear out-dated
and irregular. Human equality and common human nature
also played an important role in this process as fixed the
rapid growth of evangelical Christianity. The Revolution
itself was an important compound to anti-slavery thought.
With American colonists declaring their beliefs in “liberty”
and “natural rights” and disapproving a British plot to
“enslave” them. It is not astonishing that some moved to
question the dilemma of those whom the colonists
themselves enslaved.

The result on both sides of the Atlantic was an
outburst of petitions, pamphlets, and treatises about
disapproving slavery. Thus, the transatlantic trade was sacred
grounds. Some of the most touching statements were written
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by black people, who knew first-hand the horrors of slavery
and the slave trade. In 1773, for example, officials in
Massachusetts entertained a petition from four slaves
demanding facilities to purchase their liberty after which they
planned to relocate in Africa. “The efforts by the legislature
of this province in their last session to free themselves from
slavery, gave us, who are in that deplorable state, a high degree
of satisfaction,” the men wrote, with more than a hint of
irony. “We expect great things from men who have made such
a noble stand against the designs of their fellow-men to
enslave them.” In the years that followed, similar petitions
derived from black organizations all along the eastern
seaboard including Newport’s Free African Union Society.
The nation’s first black mutual aid association and its sister
body called as the Providence African Society. (20)

However, Understanding the relations between
southern slavery and northern manufacturing helps to clarify
Rhode Islanders’ reaction to the establishment of the
American Anti-Slavery Society. It was founded in 1833 by
William Lloyd Garrison, the society was far more essential
than earlier abolitionist movements and insisting not only
on the complete abolition of slavery but also on African
Americans’ right to full American citizenship. The society
first derived to national prominence in 1835, when it
scattered more than a million anti-slavery petitions through
the U.S. postal system. The movement motivated an energetic
reaction with northerners and southerners alike condemning
the abolitionists as unreliable fundamentalists set on racial
unification. However Congress responded with a law
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prohibiting the transmission of abolitionist literature through
the mails, mobs and burned anti-slavery publications and
began to attack on abolitionist speakers. Because, one
historian has counted more than two hundred anti-abolition
crowds in the historical period with 1835 as designing the
highest of activity. (21)

In this way, the rise of the American Anti-Slavery
Society incited deep opposition among trade leaders in
Rhode Island, who saw the society as a threatening not only
to social order but also to their occupations which rotated
around the slave produced cotton. The appearance of
representative of the society in the state in 1835 provoked a
series of public meetings where state leaders left little doubt
about where they stood on the matter of racial equality. Black
people were “a race whom nature herself has distinguished
by indelible marks, and whom the most zealous asserters of
equality admit to be — if not a distinct species — at least a
variety of the human species,” participants at an anti-abolition
meeting in Newport declared. “Great, therefore, as was the
original error of introducing slaves into the country, it would
be a far greater error and evil ever to resort to the experiment
of converting them into freemen.

After short time, the local newspapers published the
determinations approved at the opening meeting of the newly
created Providence Anti-Abolition Society. “We, the People
of Providence,” the resolutions began, in an obvious
evocation of the American Constitution, before proceeding
to demand federal suppression of the abolitionist movement
on the grounds that it threatened ““sacred rights of property”
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as well as “the existing relations of friendship and of business
between different sections of our country.” The officers of
the society involved many of Rhode Island’s leading political
and business leaders, several of whom were members of the
Brown Corporation. The resolutions were drafted by a
committee chaired by William G. Goddard, a Brown
professor of moral philosophy and later a member of both
the Board of Trustees and the Board of Fellows. Among the
vice presidents of the Providence Anti-Abolition Society was
Nicholas Brown Jr., the University’s namesake and a member,
forty years before, of the Providence Abolition Society. All
these events were observed with attentiveness by Nicholas’s
uncle, Moses. Ninety-seven years old, Moses had outlived
his brothers, his son, and most of his nieces and nephews. In
1835, as the argument over abolition erupted, he summoned
his prosecutor and added a codicil to his will, leaving $500
to the local branch of the American Anti-Slavery Society,
“to publish such pamphlets as the society might judge useful
for abolishing slavery.” (22)

The Abolition of the Slave Trade Act was passed on
25 March 1807, announcing that from the 1 May 1807 ‘all
manner of dealing and construing in the purchase, sale,
exchange or transfer of slaves or of persons intending to be
sold, transferred, used, or dealt with as slaves, practiced or
carried in, at, or from any part of the coast or countries of
Africa shall be stopped, prohibited and declared to be
unlawful.

The British abolitionist movement was started in the
late 18th century when English and American Quakers
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initiated to question on the morality of slavery. James
Oglethorpe was among the first to articulate the [1lumination
case against slavery and banning it in the Jurisdiction of
Georgia and arguing against it in Parliament. Ultimately he
inspiring to his friends Granville Sharp and Hannah More to
energetically follow the reason whatever citation needed.
Soon after Oglethorpe’s death in 1785, Sharp and More united
with William Wilberforce and others in forming the Clapham
Sect.

The Somersett Case in 1772, in which a fugitive slave
was freed with the judgement that slavery did not happen under
English common law, Hence, it helped launch the British
movement to abolish slavery. However anti-slavery opinions
were widespread by the late 18th century. Many colonies
were emerging nations continued to use slave labour: Dutch,
French, British, Spanish and Portuguese territories in the
West Indies, South America, and the Southern United States.
After the American Revolution established the United States,
northern states, opening with Pennsylvania in 1780 and
passed law during the next two decades about abolishing
slavery. Massachusetts approved a constitution and stated that
all men equal; freedom suits challenging slavery centred on
this principle brought an end to slavery in the state.

In 1787 the Society for Effecting the Abolition of
the Slave Trade was designed in London. Revolutionary France
stopped slavery throughout its empire in 1794 and it was re-
established in 1802 by Napoleon as part of a programme to
certify authority over its colonies. Haiti officially declared
independence from France in 1804 and became the first
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independent nation in the Western Hemisphere to entirely
abolish slavery in the modern era. (23)

The northern states in the United States were all
abolished slavery by 1804. The United Kingdom and the
United States banned the international slave trade in 1807
and led efforts to block slave ships. Britain was stopped
slavery throughout its empire by the Slavery Abolition Act
1833. The French colonies re-abolished slavery in 1848 and
the United States abolished slavery in 1865 with the 13th
Amendment to the Constitution. In 1888, Brazil became the
last country in the Americas to stop slavery. In 1783, an anti-
slavery movement initiated among the British public to end
slavery throughout the British Empire. However, in 1785,
the English poet William Cowper wrote:

“We have no slaves at home. —Then why abroad? And they
themselves once ferried o’er the wave that partsus,are
emancipate and loos’d. Slaves cannot breathe in England;
if their lungs receive our air, that moment they are free,
they touch our country and their shackles fall. Thats
noble, and bespeaks a nation proud and jealous of the
blessing. Spread it then, and let it circulate through ev’ry
vein Of all your empire. That where Britain's power is felt,
mankind may feel her mercy too.”(24)

In Eastern Europe, groups planned to abolish the
enslavement of the Roma in Wallachia and Moldavia and to
liberate the serfs in Russia. Slavery was declared illegal in
1948 under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Mauritania was the last country to abolish slavery with a
presidential announcement in 1981. (CNN-2012)(45)
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The slave revolt was beginning in the largest Caribbean
French colony of Saint-Domingue in 1791 and happened the
Haitian Revolution which was led by formerly enslaved
people like Georges Biassou, Toussaint L’Ouverture, and
Jean-Jacques Dessalines. The rebellion swept through the
north of the colony and with this brought liberty to thousands
of enslaved blacks. Because of this revolt many enslaved
people also died in the violence. In 1793, French Civil
Commissioners in St. Domingue and abolitionists, Léger-
Félicité Sonthonax and Etienne Polverel, allotted the first
freedom announcement of the modern world. (25)

Earlier to the American Revolution, there were few
noteworthy advantages arose in the American colonies that
led to the abolitionist movement. Some Quakers were active
at that movement. Benjamin Kent was the lawyer who
acquired on most of the cases of slaves and takes legal action
against their masters for personal illegal enslavement. Thus,
he was the first lawyer to establish effectively a slave’s
independence. In adding, Brigadier General Samuel Birch
made the Book of Negroes to launch which focused on slaves
were free after the war.

Abolitionism in the United States was a movement
which required ending instantly slavery in the United States.
It was active from the late colonial period till the American
Civil War which carried the abolition of American slavery
through the Thirteenth Amendment of the United States
Constitution. The anti-slavery movement initiated during the
Age of Enlightenment and focused on ending the trans-
Atlantic slave trade. In Colonial America a few German
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Quakers delivered the 1688 German town Quaker Petition
against Slavery which marked the beginning of the American
abolitionist movement. Before the Revolutionary War
passionate colonists were the primary supporters for the
opposition to slavery and the slave trade. James Oglethorpe
was the English owner of the colony of Georgia who initially
tried to prohibit slavery upon its institution and a decision
which was eventually overturned.

During the Revolutionary period all states were
abolished the international slave trade but South Carolina
overturned its decision. As per the act the Constitution was
allowed in 1807 that Congress made the import of slaves a
crime. Almost, all Northern states abolished slavery either
instantly or gradually from the Revolutionary War to 1804,
but no Southern state did so. However, instantly liberation
became a war goal for the Union in 1862 and was entirely
achieved in 1865.

The first statement against slavery was written in
1688 by the Religious Society of Friends in Colonial
America. On 18 February 1688, Francis Daniel Pastorius of
Germantown, Pennsylvania, drafted the 1688 Germantown
Quaker Petition Against Slavery, a two-page condemnation
of the practice of slavery and sent it to the governing bodies
of their Quaker church. The purpose of the document was to
stop slavery within the Quaker community, where 70% of
Quakers owned slaves between 1681 and 1705. Itrecognized
the worldwide rights of all people. (26)

Slavery was banned in the colony of Georgia soon
after its establishment in 1733. The colony’s originator
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named as James Edward Oglethorpe was fended off constant
efforts by South Carolina merchants and land speculators to
introduce slavery to the colony. In 1739, he wrote to the
Georgia Trustees advising them to hold firm:

“If we allow slaves we act against the very principles by
which we associated together, which was to relieve the
distresses. Whereas, now we should occasion the misery
of thousands in Africa, by setting men upon using arts to
buy and bring into perpetual slavery the poor people
who now live there free.”(27)

The Society for the Relief of Free Negroes illegally
detained in bondage. Pennsylvania Abolition Society was the
first American abolition society which made on 14 April
1775, in Philadelphia, chiefly by Quakers. The society
postponed procedures during the American Revolutionary
War and was restructured in 1784. Benjamin Franklin was
become as its first president. Rhode Island Quakers was
associated with Moses Brown, who were among the first in
America to free slaves.(28) In the 18th century, Benjamin
Franklin was a slaveholder for most of his life who later
became a leading member of the Pennsylvania Abolition
Society which was the first renowned organization for
abolitionists in the United States.

Historian James M. McPherson in 1964 defined an
abolitionist “as one who before the Civil War had agitated
for the immediate, unconditional and total abolition of
slavery in the United States”. He noted that many historians
have recycled a broader definition without his stress on
instant. Therefore he did not contain opponents of slavery
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such as Abraham Lincoln or the Republican Party; they called
for the instant end to growth of slavery before 1861. (29)

Under the Constitution, the import of enslaved
persons could not be banned until 1808. As the end of the
twenty years move toward an Act Prohibiting Importation of
Slaves was navigated through Congress with little opposition.
And President Jefferson supported it and affected it on
January 1, 1808. In 1820, the Act to Protect the Commerce
of the United States and Punish the Crime of Piracy was
approved. This law made importing slaves into the United
States a death penalty crime. The United States of America
continued this prohibition with the sentence of death and
banned the import of slaves.

In 1830 most Americans were opposed to slavery. In
the 1830s there was a progressive change held in thinking in
the North. Commonly, view changed from slow but sure
freedom and resettlement of freed blacks in Africa and
sometimes a situation of their manumission to immediatism
release all the slaves instantly and sorting out the problems
later. This transformation was in many cases sudden and a
significance of the person’s coming in direct contact with
the horrors of American slavery. As it was stated by Amos
Adams Lawrence who was observed the capture and return
to slavery of Anthony Burns, “we went to bed one night old-
fashioned, conservative, Compromise Union Whigs and
waked up stark mad Abolitionists.”

The American abolitionism was beginning as a political
movement usually dated from 1 January 1831. William
Lloyd Garrison was published the first issue of his new
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weekly newspaper called ‘The Liberator’in 1831. It appeared
without break until slavery abolished from the United States
in 1865. Historians usually discriminate between modest
antislavery reformers and gradualists, who focused on ending
the spread of slavery. The major abolitionists were demanded
for unconditional liberation often combined with an anxiety
for Black civil rights.

Anti-slavery supporters were irritated by the murder
on 7 November 1837 of Elijah Parish Lovejoy who was a
white man and editor of an abolitionist newspaper, by a pro-
slavery crowd in Illinois. This was soon followed by the
destruction by burning and after three days, it opened in the
abolition’s great new building called Pennsylvania Hall.
Almost all Northern politicians, such as Abraham Lincoln,
prohibited the instant freedom for the abolitionists. Certainly,
many Northern leaders including Lincoln, Stephen Douglas,
John C. Frémont and Ulysses S. Grant married into slave-
owning Southern families without any moral doubts. After
1840, abolitionists prohibited this because the agreement
immorally continues to exist and they required that slavery
ended everywhere instantly and totally.

African-American activists and their works were
rarely overheard outside the Black community. Thus, they
were extremely influential on a few kindly white people and
most importantly the first white activist to influence
reputation named as William Lloyd Garrison who was the
most active propagandist. Garrison’s struggles to recruit
powerful orators led to the finding of ex-slave Frederick
Douglass who finally became a prominent activist in his own
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precise. Ultimately, Douglass would publish his own broadly
distributed abolitionist newspaper called ‘North Star’.
However, In the early 1850s, the American abolitionist
movement divided into two groups over the question of
whether the United States Constitution did or did not defend
slavery. This problem arose in the late 1840s after the
publication of The Unconstitutionality of Slavery by Lysander
Spooner. The Garrisonians led by Garrison and Wendell
Phillips openly burned copies of the Constitution and called
it deal with slavery. They required its abolition and
replacement in that.

Many American abolitionists were taken an active role
in opposing to slavery system by supporting the Underground
Railroad. This was prepared illegal by the federal Fugitive
Slave Law of 1850 and doubtfully the most hated and most
openly avoided the central law in the nation’s history.
However, contributors like Harriet Tubman, Henry Highland
Garnet, Alexander Crummell, Amos Noe Freeman and others
constant with their work. So, Abolitionists were chiefly active
in Ohio where some worked openly in the Underground
Railroad. Abolitionist named as John Brown grew up in
Hudson, Ohio. The members of the abolitionist movement
or other people were opposing to slavery in south and
frequently occurred murders and mob violence before the
American Civil War.

Afterwards edited the abolitionist newspaper called
‘The Emancipator’ and it ran against slavery system as well
as supporting to other social reforms in the movement. In
1841, Leavitt published ‘The Financial Power of Slavery’



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -4 7

which claimed that the South was challenging the national
economy due to its support on enslaved workers.

Two diametrically opposed anti-slavery positions
appeared concerning the United States Constitution. The
Garrisonians emphasized that the document acceptable and
protected to slavery and therefore there was “an agreement
with hell” that had to be prohibited in favour of instant
freedom. The majority of anti-slavery position accepted by
the new Republican Party and argued that the Constitution
should be used to finally end slavery. Even though, in the
1850s, the slave trade continued legal in all sixteen states of
the American South. By the 1860 United States Census, the
slave population in the United States had grown up to four
million. American abolitionism after Nat Turner’s revolt was
ended its discussion in the South which was based on the
North and white Southerners adopted slave rebellion.

The white abolitionist movement was led in the North
by social reformers particularly William Lloyd Garrison. He
was founder of the American Anti-Slavery Society and worked
with writers such as John Greenleaf Whittier and Harriet
Beecher Stowe. Black protesters included former slaves
such as Frederick Douglass, Charles Henry Langston and
John Mercer Langston who helped to found the Ohio Anti-
Slavery Society. (30)

Some abolitionists said that slavery was illegal and
evil. They also condemned on slave owners for using black
women as concubines and taking sexual advantage of them.
The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 was canceled in June 1864
and ultimately got support for abolition which was enough
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to pass the Thirteenth Amendment approved in December
1865. Through this mentioned that the slavery abolished
everywhere in the United States and release to more than
50,000 people who were still enslaved in Kentucky and
Delaware. It was the state in which slavery system still existed
in 1865. Thus, The Thirteenth Amendment focused
particularly on abolishing slavery among the Native American
tribes.

Historian James Stewart (1976) clarifies the abo-
litionists’ deep views as : “All people were equal in God’s
sight; the souls of black folks were as valuable as those of
whites; for one of God’s children to enslave another was a
violation of the Higher Law, even if it was sanctioned by the
Constitution.” (31)

In this movement most prominent leaders were black
men and women who had escaped from brutal slavery system.
In this evil system all slaves were tortured and exploited by
their masters or owners. They wanted to escape from these
evil treated places and be free but due to this evil system,
they were frightened and worried about this harassment. After
they endured a long time exploitation and evil treatment, few
of them started to revolt against the slavery and wanted to
free from this bondage. So in this way few slaves escaped
from that places and started their new life, but they were
known about remaining slaves who were living until in the
bondage of slavery. So the free people decided to escape to
all remaining slaves and they established ‘Abolitionist
movement’ in 1830. The aim of this movement was to end
the slavery in the United States. The Abolitionist movement
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began as a more organized radical and immediate effort to
end slavery.

It was a great awakening inspired to rise up against the
slavery. This revival encouraged the concept of adopting
renewed morals which centred on the idea that all men are
equal in the eyes. This solution was thought to be a
compromise between antislavery and slavery supporters of
god. Abolitionism started in the states like New York and
Massachusetts and quickly spread to other northern states.

William Lloyd Garrison’s abolitionist newsletter
‘the Liberator’ noted in 1847 and noted that “the Anti- Slavery
cause cannot stop to estimate where the greatest inde-
btedness lies, but whenever the account is made up there
can be no doubt that the efforts and sacrifices of the
WOMEN, who helped it, will hold a most honourable and
conspicuous position.” It states that women played an
important role as leaders in the anti-slavery movement. He
was the great an early influential abolitionist who started a
publication of newspaper called “The Liberator” in
1831.Through this he had started to spread message all over
about freedom of enslaved men and women. He repeatedly
condemned to slavery and struggle for the principles of
freedom and equality on which the country was founded. In
1854, Garrison wrote:

“I am a believer in that portion of the Declaration of
American Independence in which it is set forth, as among
self-evident truths, “that all men are created equal; that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights;
that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of
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happiness.” Hence, I am an abolitionist. Hence, I cannot but
regard oppression in every form —and most of all, that which
turns a man into a thing — with indignation and abhorrence.
Not to cherish these feelings would be recreancy to principle.
They, who desire me to be dumb on the subject of slavery,
unless I will open my mouth in its defence, ask me to give
the lie to my professions, to degrade my manhood, and to
stain my soul. I will not be a liar, a poltroon, or a hypocrite,
to accommodate any party, to gratify any sect, to escape any
odium or peril, to save any interest, to preserve any
institution, or to promote any object. Convince me that one
man may rightfully make another man his slave, and I will no
longer subscribe to the Declaration of Independence.
Convince me that liberty is not the inalienable birth right of
every human being, of whatever complexion or clime, and |
will give that instrument to the consuming fire. [ do not know
how to espouse freedom and slavery together.” (32)

Frederick Douglass was also prominent leader of
antislavery movement. He was escaped from slavery and
published his autobiography “Narrative of the life of Fredrick
Douglass, an American slave”. Through this work he shared
his own experiences as enslaved man and tried to give
inspiration to escape and to get freedom immediately for
remaining slave people. Also he was instrumental figure in
the movement and always supported to women’s freedom.

Harriet Beecher Stowe was also an American abolitionist
and she best known for her famous novel “‘uncle tom’s cabin
(1852)’. She emphasized the impact of slavery on family
and mother children separation because of taken away to them
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for selling purpose by their owners. As an activist she began
to fight for the rights of enslaved women. She was
continuously writing against injustice.

Susan B. Anthony (1820-1906) was another personality
who became an agent for the American antislavery society.
She was an American social reformer and worked for
antislavery movement. She met many antislavery reformers
and inspired to work against the slavery system. Then, John
Brown (1800 -1859) was an activist of American abolitionist.
He was also supported to antislavery movement and worked
to free many slaves.

Harriet Tubman (1820 — 1913) was an American
abolitionist and political activist. She was born into slavery
in the south, Dorchester country, Maryland. When she was
in the slavery she worked as maid, cook, field work and as a
woodcutter etc. After endured a lot harassment and pain she
escaped from slavery and rescued to approximately 70
enslaved people. However at last she decided to work against
the slavery system and support to abolitionist movement.
She quoted about slavery as:

“Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always
remember, you have within you the strength, the patience,
and the passion to reach for the stars to change the world”.
- Harriet Tubman (49)

In this way, Abolitionist movement became very
strong because of many activist came together against the
slavery system. They played very important role for freedom
and escaping to slaves from brutal condition. There were
many activists and leaders who were former slaves but after
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escaping they involved in this movement. There were many
abolitionist activated in the movement but we have discussed
about few of activist.

Angelina and Sarah Grimké were the first female
antislavery negotiators and they played very important roles
in the abolitionist movement. Though born in the South, the
Grimke sisters became disappointed with slavery and moved
to North. It maybe because of their birthplace the Grimkeé
sisters’ critiques supported particular weight and specificity.
Angelina Grimké spoke of her excitement at seeing white
men do physical labour of any kind. Lucretia Mott was also
dynamic suporter in the abolitionist movement and she was
well known for her women’s suffrage support. She also played
the significant role in the abolitionist movement. She
constantly delivered lectures about abolitionism, women’s
rights and highlighted other current issues during the four
decades. Other leaders in the abolitionist movement were
Lydia Maria Child, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony,
Harriet Tubman, and Sojourner Truth. But even beyond these
well - known women, abolitionism well-maintained
remarkable support from white middle class and some black
women. It was these women who were implemented many
of the logistical ideas in day-to-day jobs that made the
movement successful. Thus, Abolitionism carried together
active women and enabled them to make political and
personal connections while improving communication and
administrative skills. Even Sojourner Truth was usually
connected with abolitionism who delivered her first
documented public speech at the 1850 National Women’s
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Rights Convention in Worcester. There, she was argued for
women’s reform activism.

The present work aims to explore the concept of
slavery and anti-slavery system. This concept is implemented
by many authors through their writings. It is called also
antislavery literature. The purpose of this research work is
to find out the actual problems of the black slave people and
it would enable to understand the lives of slaves and how
they actually faced the biggest problems in that particular
period. It will be clarified the discrimination, exploitation
and dissatisfaction of slavery life in the African - American
countries. The problems of the slave people were highlighted
through the literature like novels, drama, poems, fictions,
prose, newspapers, pamphlets, research articles etc. Actually,
it is saying that ‘the literature is the mirror of the society’
and truly whatever happens in the society it will reflect in
the literature through the writings. Thus, African - American
literature i1s designed with a mission to know their
consciousness to the whole world. This research focused
on the exploitation, expression, persecution and consequent
of slavery system in African - American life. it proposed
with the theme of black people and their slavery life. It studied
the issue of the slavery through referring the antislavery
literature. Many authors were born in the slavery, so whatever
they experienced, it came out through their narratives.
African-American problems are largely mirrored in their
literature.

In this work we have selected some exponent
antislavery authors and their selected works. The aim of the



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -5 4

antislavery literature is to increase public access to a body
of literature understanding African American experiences of
slavery, history of slavery, early human rights and philo-
sophies. Antislavery texts focused on the immorality of
holding other persons in bondage and pointed out numerous
cases of these inhumane conditions. The fictional stories
based on the slave system served as a more readable form of
the truth hidden from audiences. It focused on the actual life
of those destroyed both physically and mentally under the
lash. Antislavery literature represents the origin of
multicultural literature in the United States. It produced the
diverse racial origins and encompasses slave narratives,
lectures, prose fiction, poetry, drama, religious and
philosophical literature, journals, manifestoes and children’s
literature. In this way this literature is inseparable from an
understanding of democratic development in United States
society.

This work aims to analyse the exploration of
antislavery system in the novels of Fredrick Douglass,
Harriet Beecher Stowe and Toni Morrison. There are two
novels of each author selected for this research work. This
Research examines the evolution of African American
antislavery literature. It shows the arguments against the
slavery.

Initially this research work focuses on Fredrick
Douglass’s two novels ‘Narrative of the life of Fredrick
Douglass, an American slave (1845) and ‘My Bondage and
My Freedom’(1855). Fredrick Douglass was an American
social reformer, abolitionist, orator, writer, and statesman.
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After escaping from slavery in Maryland, he became a
national leader of the abolitionist movement in Mass-
achusetts and New York. He had written antislavery novels
and described his own experiences as a slave. He focused on
the problems of slaves in the slavery such as exploitation,
evil torture, and hard work without proper remunerations,
harassment and sexual exploitation of slaves by their masters
Or OWners.

Fredrick Douglass wrote his an autobiography the
‘Narrative of the life of Fredrick Douglass, an American
slave’ in 1845 which became a very famous and influential
for abolitionist movement. This text describes the incidents
of his life as a slave and his ambition to be a free man.
Douglass begins his novel with doesn’t know about his birth
and mentioned he had no accurate knowledge of his birth
and nor about father but he whispered the white master was
his father. He recalls the separation of his mother and
described how to slaves kept in bondage treated with physical
brutality. It was deep and sustained ignorance of allowed to
read and write so the slaves were not aware for being a literate
and spent their life in the plantation. But Fredrick Douglass
was become fully aware of the reality of slavery system, so
he deeply thought about literacy which can help to escape
from evil condition. Douglass explored how the slaves were
made a man and resistance in the narrative on nonviolence
and patient endurance. This novel not just a tale of an escape
from slavery system but also bildungsroman work which
means his journey from childhood to adulthood such as
ignorance to knowledge ,slave man to free man, from object
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to subject etc. So In this novel Douglass says about his own
experiences as slave:

“I have observed this in my experience of slavery, - that
whenever my condition was improved, instead of its
increasing my contentment, it only increased my desire to
be free, and set me to thinking of plans to gain my freedom.
1 have found that, to make a contented slave, it is necessary
to make a thoughtless one. It is necessary to darken his
moral and mental vision, and, as far as possible, to
annihilate the power of reason. He must be able to detect
no inconsistencies in slavery; he must be made to feel that
slavery is right; and he can be brought to that only when
he ceased to be a man.” (33)

Douglass painted a powerful picture of what it was
like to be a slave and he bounced from master to master. He
was always on the lookout for a way to escape for freedom
and finally he became succeed and makes his way first to
New York , then Massachusetts. But even he was free; he
discovered that his journey wasn’t over. So in this way he
started to escape other slaves to become part of as an
abolitionist activist himself.

Douglass’s another novel ‘My Bondage and My
Freedom is also an autobiographical narrative which was
published in 1855. He was focused in detail about his journey
from bondage to liberty. He discussed a deep meditation on
the meaning of slavery, race freedom and nation a few years
before the civil war. Douglass says in this novel as:

“The marriage institution cannot exist among slaves, and
one sixth of the population of democratic America is
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denied its privileges by the law of the land. What is to be
thought of a nation boasting of its liberty, boasting of its
humanity, boasting of its Christianity, boasting of its love
of justice and purity, and yet having within its own borders
three millions of persons denied by law the right of
marriage? ”(34)

He also explored how he was grown more mature,
forceful,analytical and complex with a deepened commitment
to the fight for equal right and liberties. William Wells
Brown commented on this novel such as; “My Bondage and
My Freedom, besides giving a fresh impulse to antislavery
literature upon its pages the untiring industry of the ripe
scholar.”

In this research work the second one author is Harriet
Beecher Stowe who was bornin 1811. She was an American
abolitionist or antislavery author. Her best known work
“Uncle Tom’s cabin: or life among the lowly” which was
published in 1852.She highlighted the harsh conditions of
enslaved African Americans. The novel had a profound effect
on attitude towards African Americans and slavery in the
United States.

Stowe discussed the themes of evil immorality in
slavery, moral authority of motherhood, the horrors of the
slavery, the most dreadful condition of slavery, forcibly
separated from family, worst injustices to men and women
slaves etc. Stowe’s religious belief shows up in the novel as
the exploration of the nature of Christianity. She frequently
uses of direct authorial interjections on religion and faith.
The novel often takes the forms of a sermon. It was written
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in the sentimental and melodramatic style. She says about
religion as follow;

“Religion! Is what you hear at church religion? Is that
which can bend and turn, and descen and ascend, to fit
every crooked phase of selfish, worldly society, religion?
Is that religion which is less scrupulous, less generous,
less just, less considerate for man, than even my own
ungodly, worldly, blinded nature? No! When I look for
religion, I must look for something above me, and not
something beneath.”(35)

Harriet Beecher Stowe’s another antislavery work is
“The Ministers Wooing” published in (1859) and set in the
18" century New England. The novel explores the history of
New England and highlighted the issue of slavery. It focused
upon the history, customs and mannerism of New England.
It was also engaged in both religious morality and the slave
trade with colourful characters including based on real
figures, combine romance and comedy with regional history
to show the critical situation of daily life, slavery and
religion.

Minister Samuel Hopkins is the most important
character in this novel. He struggles to maintain his spiritual
independence and assert his spiritual authority against the
wealthy members of his congregation who merely observe
church rules instead of living Christian lives. He is based on
the historical Samuel Hopkins, minister at the First
Congregational Church of Newport in the late 18th Century,
although the events of the story are fictional.



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -5 9

Mary Scudder is the object of the wooing, and a
fictional character, although her story is partly based on that
of the author’s sister, Catharine Beecher. Mary has given her
heart to a seaman who has been lost in a shipwreck and
presumed dead. She is a typical Stowe heroine, resigned to
her sorrow and bearing her grief as atonement for her sins
and those of her lost seaman. James Marvyn was Mary’s lost
love. He is a seaman who is believed to be dead. Both Mary
and his mother agonize over his fate and his salvation. He
was not a Christian and therefore according to traditional
Calvinist theology irrevocably damned. He eventually returns
to Mary, having survived the shipwreck, as not only a Christian
but also as a wealthy man.

“We never know how we love til we try to unlove!”’(36)

The story is set in Newport, Rhode Island, when it
was still a prospering fishing and shipping town. Dr. Hopkins
is a 40-year-old minister. Mary is the daughter of his hostess
in town, and Hopkins soon falls in love with Mary. Mary is
unable to return his affections because she is still in love
with James Marvyn, a sailor presumed lost at sea. Mary is a
very religious and saintly girl, so after a period of mourning,
she decides that she will marry Dr. Hopkins. Mary has other
suitors, including Aaron Burr, but she sees that even though
he 1s the grandson of Jonathan Edwards and has been raised
in Calvinism, he is mired in evil. James eventually returns
from sea and Dr. Hopkins knows that he cannot compete with
Mary’s love for James. Hopkins calls off the marriage, and
Mary and James are free to marry and live happily.
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Another most important anti-slavery author is Chloe
Anthony Wofford Morrison known as Toni Morrison was
bornin 18" feb.1931. She was an American novelist, essayist,
book editor. She won the Pulitzer Prize for her novel
‘Beloved (1987) in 1988 as well as awarded the noble prize
for literature in 1993. She was died in 5th august 2019. She
noted in her works about black identity, black people’s
experiences and particularly black female experiences within
black community. She was the first African American women
to win the Nobel award in literature. In this research work
we have selected two novels of Toni Morrison, her famous
novel ‘Beloved’ was published in 1987. This novel highlighted
the problems of slavery and set after the American civil war
(1861-1865). It was inspired by the life of Margaret Garner
who was enslaved African American woman and killed her
own daughter rather than allowing the child to be returned to
slavery. She was escaped in January 1856 in Kentucky. Toni
Morrison got the Pulitzer prize for this novel in 1988. The
novel is based on the true story of a black slave woman. In
this novel the maternal bond highlighted between Sethe and
her children but Sethe develops a dangerous maternal passion
that the resulted in the killing of daughter herself. It was
happened immorally impaired due to under slavery, and
mothers lost their children. So the novel focused on mother
daughter relationship in the slavery. They lost their true
identity because of the suffering under slavery and consisting
painful memories unspeakable and denied. The slaves were
recognized as enduring the painful suffering and painful
memories become subject of violent practice. The author



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -6 1

discussed about enslavement to speak of the moral of
manhood and masculinity foreshadowed by dominant
meaning of Sethe’s story. Also, In this novel the author
explored the family relationship which help to visualize the
stress and the dismantlement of African American families
in the slavery system. The families were broken and bruised
because of the hardships they faced as slaves. Toni Morrison
says in this novel as;

“Why was there nothing it refused? No misery, no regret,
no hateful picture too rotten to accept? Like a greedy child
it snatched up everything. Just once, could it say, No thank
you? 1 just ate and can 't hold another bite? ”’(37)

So in this way, the pain is universal throughout this
novel, slaves faced heavily scared and tortured by physical,
mentally, sociologically and psychologically.

Toni Morrison’s another novel is ‘A Mercy’ which
published in 2008, also explored the dark side of slavery.
This novel talk about a young girl called Florence whose
mother was slave to a man in debt. The man pays his debt to
another named Jacob Varak, who agrees to take a slave instead
of money. So it should be noted that the novel is set in
America in the late 16™ century which means the slavery and
racism were prominent. In this novel also author explained
the exploitation of labour, immoral corruption and their
economic condition in the slavery system. The novel also
painted a horrifying portrait as treated raped, assaulted,
humiliated and denied close to equal rights. The author
focused on the problems of women such as sexual
exploitation, social violence against the women and beating
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to wife etc. Toni Morrison mentioned a very beautiful
quotation in this novel as follow;

It wasn t miracle, Bestowed by God, It was a mercy, offered
by a human.(38)

However these all antislavery works highlighted the
issues of slavery system in which the enslaved people have
taken brutal experiences. These all authors were played very
important roll against the slavery and struggled for
independence of slaves. They were put this issue actively in
front of the world through their writings and speeches. They
truly showed the real condition of slave people to the whole
World. Thus, the Authors started the revolt against slavery
and tried to escape from slavery to all enslaved people.

This research work focused on some objectives of the
research work. The objectives of the study are to examine
the definitions and historical background on the scientific
knowledge, the people should know to point out the
relationship between slave people and masters in the society,
to describe the brutal condition of the slave people, to
highlight the exploitation, harassment, punishment, abusing,
beating etc. through the literature, to know the revolt against
the slavery after enduring a lot torture, to highlight the
significance of anti-slavery in the world literary tradition,
to know how the anti-slavery writers exploited the genre of
slaves as a tool for enlightening society, to understand the
work of the antislavery or abolitionist movement, to study
of diabolical effects caused by social, economic, political
discrimination, to study about the evil and immorality of
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slavery andto know the concepts of slavery, race, freedom
as well as the transition from bondage to liberty.

Through this work readers would be enable to
recognize that the slavery existed around the world prior to
the European invasion of North America and changing forms
depending on time and place. The enslaved people frequently
were observed as outsiders, captives in war, the conquered
or colonized, cultural or religious etc. In the Slavery system,
people were holding through forcefully, fraud or oppression
for purposes of sexual exploitation or forced labour that is
why it is necessity to study about this issue.

This Book also goes through some important
hypothesis which helps to build the best result of the research
work. After detail study of African American antislavery
literature we come to know that the anti-slavery system was
the dominant motif in literature. Through this we can
understand the diabolical effect caused by slavery dis-
crimination, the characters in the novels crafted through the
chemistry of the life with experiences and their problems in
the society which were followed by African Americans. As
we know that America is basically multi-cultural, multi-
ethnic, multi-racial and multi-dimensional nature of country,
so these all aspects expected to study in detail for good
research. The socio cultural difficulties of the society have
studied in which the life of African-American is located.
Another most important point here, the development of slave
narratives was spreading from autobiographical accounts to
modern fictional works in literature. Writers deliberately
chose the autobiographical form to generate the abolitionist
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movement. In this way, African-American has processed
along with the different paths and taken different turnings in
the society.

However, slavery system was an inhumane and
completely avoidable institution which caused a lot of
unnecessary death, trouble, grief and sickness to African
Americans. Thus, it is necessary to study deeply about this
system because, the antislavery authors were assisted to show
the real condition of the slave people and their condition of
life described through their writing. The most important
aspect is to be noted that the abolitionist played very
important role to escape the enslaved people from slavery
system and made them as a common human being in the
society. Thus, the goal of this research works to evaluate the
slavery system and how to prohibit it. After a long time
suffering in the slavery, slaved people started to revolt
against the slavery system. The antislavery movement was
established against the slavery system.

The goal of the Antislavery Literature is to increase
public access to a body of literature crucial to understanding
the African American experiences about history of slavery
and early human rights philosophies. These bilingual
collections contribute to an educational awareness of the
role of many antislavery writers in producing contemporary
concepts of freedom.

Antislavery literature signifies the origins of multi-
cultural literature in the United States. It is the first body of
American literature created by writers of different racial
origins. It includes the slave narratives, lectures, travel
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accounts, political tracts, prose, fiction, poetry, drama,
religious and philosophical literature, collections, journals,
manifestos and children’s literature. However, there is a
complex and conflicting range of voices from journalistic
reporting to sentimental poetry, from racial protectiveness
and categorizing to support of interracial equality, from
religious conflict to rebellious antislavery noises. In this way,
this literature is devoted from understanding of democratic
development in United State society. So it shows that
arguments against the slavery which had been circulating in
the colonies since the end of the 17th century. There were
thousands of separately published titles including works in
every genre, as poems and novels, slave narratives and
children’s books between 1688 and 1865. This research
argues about the historical background and its importance.
Many antislavery authors were born in the slavery but after
escaping, they began their work as abolitionist for ending
the slavery system. It is antislavery writing in all its forms
and media which trained many Americans to view slavery as
the crucial issue at stake in the war that followed. The
research work concludes on the fact that the continuous need
for antislavery writing which speaks a painful truth: it is
extraordinary system through which we get the idea of
freedom as per the natural condition and help to understand
the universal right of mankind that marked a revolutionary
turn.

Antislavery literature represents the origin of
multicultural literature in the society of United States. The
aim of the antislavery system is to increase crucial
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understanding about A frican American experiences. It shows
the argument against the slavery system and marked a
revolutionary turn in the society. So it was very important to
study about history of slavery and early human condition in
the society. Most antislavery literature was published during
the abolitionist movement activated from 1830 to 1865.
There were thousands of essays, lectures, speeches, sermons,
political articles, personal narratives, prose, fiction, travel
account, poetry, drama, religious and philosophical literature,
manifestoes and children literature etc. printed in the various
forms about slavery system. Through such kind of written
work the message was very useful to spread out to many
people for revolt against the slavery system. This type of
texts explored the theme of human equality, love, protection,
freedom, peace and rights of common people in the society.
The antislavery work tried to show the actual voice of slave
people who already experienced the injustice in slavery
system. However some slave people after escaping started
to write against the slavery system. They mentioned actual
condition in their narratives such as the dirty quarters,
inadequate meals, long hours of backbreaking labour, the
separation of families, sexual exploitation, brutal beating and
abusing by their masters etc. So after enduring these all
problems they started to revolt against the brutal slavery
system and it was the great contribution for antislavery
movement. In this way antislavery literature had impacted
upon the institution of slavery and proposes the framework
of the nation’s economic, political and social development.
The first printed protest against the slavery was written by
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Quaker, George Keith whose “An exhortation and caution to
friends concerning Buying or keeping of Negroes (1693)”
which propagated for freedom and moral awareness towards
enslavement and described the inhuman cruelty that slaves
suffered in the past.

Some former slaves were started to write their own
experiences as slaves through writing and tried to show the
actual problems of the slave people in the slavery system .
Their works or narratives became very popular in the world
and made a part of a strong movement. It is said that the
literature is the mirror of the society, which means whatever
happened good or bad in the society it reflected through
writing such as novel, drama, fiction, prose, poem , articles
etc. as the same the slave narratives also focused on the
slavery through their writing and tried to revolt against the
system. The slave narrative is a type of literary genre
involving the (written) autobiographical work as enslaved. It
often quoted verses describing human equality, stating the
belief that god had made of ‘one blood all nations of men’.
Harriet Beecher Stowe says about slavery as;

“So long as the law considers all these human beings,
with beating hearts and living affections, only as so many
things belonging to the master — so long as the failure,
or misfortune, or imprudence, or death of the kindest
owner, may cause them any day to exchange a life of kind
protection and indulgence for one of hopeless misery and
toil — so long it is impossible to make anything beautiful
or desirable in the best-regulated administration of
slavery. ”(41)
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The first English woman called Aphra Behn highlighted
the issue of slavery in her work as “Oroonoko or The Royal
Slave” which was published in 1688. It was observed as a
progressive antislavery text. The novel described an African
prince trapped into slavery by English slave traders and sold
him to an owner in south American colony of British. There
he reunited with his love, who thought to be dead before at
the hand of his former African king. The plot is very tragic
and grotesque resolution and rationality of the slave trade.

Olaudah Equiano (c. 1745 — 31 March 1797) was a
writer and abolitionist from the Eboe region of the Kingdom
of Benin as today southern Nigeria. He was enslaved as a
child taken to the Caribbean and sold as a slave to a Royal
Navy officer. He was depicted his own brutal experiences in
his autobiography ‘The Interesting Narrative of the Life of
Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, the African (1789). It
was one of the earliest known examples of published writing
by an African author to be widely read in England. Another
most important thing was to be noted here that, it was first
influential slave narrative which became a large literary
genre. He begins his story with the description of his
homeland Eboe, now known as Igbo land and described his
time spent in slavery in the British colonies of North America
and the Caribbean. He focused on the various themes of
culture, civilization, slavery and freedom, commerce and
trade, selthood etc. At a number of points, Equiano describes
his home village by comparing his native customs to Jewish
customs. In this way, this exciting story helped to other
enslaved people getting hope of freedom. Slaves being forced
below deck. Equiano described the experience as follows:
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“I received such a salutation in my nostrils as I had never
experienced in my life; so that with The loathsomeness of
the stench, and crying together, I became so sick and low
that I was not able to eat...” (39)

Equiano’s first-hand demonstration exposed Norris’
description as pure lies. In this way, Equiano described the
condition of captured slave people on the ships quite
differently:

“the air soon became unfit for respiration, from a variety
of loathsome smells, and brought on a sickness among
the slaves, of which many died, thus falling victim to the
improvident avarice, as I may call it, of their purchasers.’
When he looked round the ship, Equiano saw “‘a multitude
of black people of every description chained together,
every one of their countenance expressing dejection and
sorrow.”(40)

William Grime (1784-1865) was born into slavery
in king George County, Virginia in 1784. He wrote his an
autobiography entitled “Life of William Grimes, the Runaway
slave (1825) for helping to build up his financial situation. It
was the first fugitive slave narrative in American history. He
served at least ten different masters in Virginia, Maryland
and Georgia, worked as house servant, valet, field worker,
stable boy and coachman. William Grimes suffered physical
abuse and mistreated by masters in the house and field, so
he became very disappointed and tried to escape from
slavery. Finally, after lot efforts he escaped from slavery in
1814. Grimes close his autobiography with an unforgettable
and powerful condemnation of American society as a whole:

)
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“If it were not for the stripes on my back which were made
while I was a slave, I would in my will, leave my skin a
legacy to the government, desiring that it might be taken
off and made into parchment, and then bind the con-
stitution of glorious happy and free America. Let the skin
of an American slave, bind the charter of American
Liberty”(42)

Soloman Bayley (c.1771—c. 1839)was an African
American freed slave who is well known for his an
autobiography entitled ‘A Narrative of Some Remarkable
Incidents in the Life of Solomon Bayley, Formerly a Slave
in the State of Delaware, North America (1825)’ Published
in London. it is among the early slave narratives written by
slaves who gained freedom before the American Civil War
and liberation. Bayley expresses his religious faith, his
escape and efforts to get freedom for himself and his family.
He was a Methodist who saw his life through a Christian
perspective. His escape and recapture are covered in detail
throughout this work. Bayley was born into slavery
in Delaware. He worked as a farmer and at a saw mill. In
their later years, he and his wife immigrated in 1827 to the
new colony of Liberia, where he worked as a missionary and
farmer. His short book about the colony was published in
Delaware in 1833.Bayley’s mother had a total of thirteen
children, while held by the same family. When a daughter of
the family married a man from Delaware, she took Bayley’s
mother and father Abner, and the rest of the family with her
to Delaware. After some time, they moved back to Virginia,
and Bayley’s family was widely scattered in sales, with his
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father, sister Margaret, and brother Abner taken to Long Island
in the West Indies and sold to Abner Stephen. His mother
escaped with a young son and finally reached New Jersey.
After eighteen years , Bayley saw her again and he had gained
his own freedom.

David Walker (1796- 1830) was an American antislavery
writer and activist. His father was enslaved and died before
walkers’ birth. His mother was free but father remained as a
slave. He was born in Wilmington, North Carolina. He helped
to slaves and poor needy persons and supported to slaves for
runaway from slavery system. He was involved with ‘Prince
Hall Freemasonry” which was organization against the
discrimination treatment of black. It was formed in 1780.
Another most important thing about him that he was
established ‘The Massachusetts General Colored Ass-
ociation’. It was against the colonization of free American
blacks to Africa. Walker became Boston’s leading spokesman
against slavery system by the end of 1828. He revolted
against the slavery system and racism and published his well-
known work ‘Appeal...’in 1829. The purpose of this work
was to encourage readers to revolt against the racism and
slavery system. He directly rejected to assumption off white
people that “The dark skin was a sign of inferiority and lesser
humanity. There was not any right of voting in election to
black and slave people, only white people could do that.
Walker argued that those who were educated to teach their
friends, relatives and other people, so they will become a
literate. After being an educated definitely everyone can be
revolt against the evil system of the society.
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“Our suffering will come to an end in spite of all the
Americans this Side of eternity. Then we will want all the
learning and talents, and Perhaps more, to govern
ourselves ”(43)

In this way he distributed his pamphlets to black
community at Atlantic coast, free and enslaved civil rights
activists, labourers, black church and other black society etc.
So he fought for equal rights of black men and women.

Frederick Douglass (1818-1895) was an Ame-
rican social reformer, abolitionist, orator, writer, and
statesman. After escaping from slavery in Maryland, he
became a national leader of the abolitionist move-
ment in Massachusetts and New York, becoming famous for
his oratory and insightful antislavery writings. Accordingly,
he was described by abolitionists in his time as a living
counter-example to slaveholders’ arguments that slaves
lacked the intellectual capacity to function as independent
American citizens. Douglass wrote several autobiographies,
notably describing his experiences as a slave in his
‘Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American
Slave (1845), which became a bestseller. The text describes
the events of his life and is considered to be one of the most
influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist
movement of the early 19th century in the United States.
His second book, My Bondage and My Freedom ‘ an
autobiographical slave narrative published in 1855. Itis the
second of three autobiographies written by Douglass, and is
mainly an expansion of discussing in greater detail his
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transition from bondage to liberty. Following this liberation,
Douglass, a former slave, went on to become a prominent
Abolitionist, speaker, author, and publisher. Douglass
remained an active supporter against slavery and wrote his
last autobiography, ‘Life and Times of Frederick Douglass’.
It was first published in 1881 and revised in 1892, three years
before his death, the book covers events both during and after
the Civil War. Douglass also actively supported women’s
suffrage, and held several public offices. Douglass gave
more details about his life as a slave and his escape from
slavery in his last memoire. Douglass was strongly believe
in the equality of all people swho were white, black
, female, Native American or Chinese immi-grants. He was
also a believer in dialogue and in making alliances across
racial and ideological divides, as well as in the liberal
values of the U.S. Constitution.

William Wells Brown, (1814—1884) was a well-
known African-American abolitionist, novelist, playwright,
and historian in the United States. He was born into slavery
in Montgomery County, Kentucky, near the town of Mount
Sterling. Brown was born to a black slave mother and a white
slaveholding father. He grew up near St. Louis, Mo., where
he served various masters, including the abolitionist Elijah
P. Lovejoy. Brown escaped in 1834 and adopted the name of
a Quaker, Wells Brown, who aided him when he was a
runaway. He settled in Boston, Massachusetts, where he
worked for abolitionist causes and became a prolific writer.
While working for abolition, Brown also supported causes
including: temperance, women’s suffrage, pacifism, prison
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reform, and an anti-tobacco movement. He focused on anti-
slavery efforts and expressed speeches about the power of
moral excitation and the importance of nonviolence. He often
attacked the supposed American ideal of democracy and the
use of religion to promote submissiveness among slaves.

Brown frequently contradicted the idea of black
inferiority. Brown published several books about slavery such
as his memoir, ‘The Narrative of William W. Brown, a
Fugitive Slave, (1847) which became a bestseller across
the United States. Brown also wrote the novel, Clotel (1853),
tells the story of the daughters and granddaughters of
President Thomas Jefferson and his slave Currer. His only
published play is ‘The Escape; or, A Leap for Freedom
(1858), a melodrama, with notable comic moments, about
two slaves who secretly marry. Brown’s historical writings
include The Black Man (1863), The Negro in the American
Rebellion (1867), and The Rising Son (1873). His last
book, My Southern Home (1880), contains miscellanea
about slave life, abolitionism, and racism.

Henry Box Brown, (c. 1815 — June 15, 1897) was
born into slavery in 1815 on a plantation called Hermitage
in Louisa County, Virginia. Henry may have remembered his
parents fondly, stating that his mother was the one to instil
Christian values into him. He is believed to have had at least
two siblings, mentioning a brother and a sister in his
autobiography. At the age of 15, he was sent to work in a
tobacco factory in Richmond. In his autobiography,
Narrative of the Life of Henry Box Brown, ( 1849) he
describes his owner: “Our master was uncommonly kind, (for
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even a slaveholder may be kind) and as he moved about in his
dignity he seemed like a god to us, but not with standing his
kindness although he knew very well what superstitious
notions we formed of him, he never made the least attempt
to correct our mistaken impression, but rather seemed
pleased with the reverential feelings which we entertained
towards him.

Henry Bibb, (1815 — 1854) was an American writer
and abolitionist who was born as a slave. Bibb was born to
an enslaved woman, Milldred Jackson, on a Cantalonia,
Kentucky, and plantation on May 10, 1815. The people told
him about his white father who was James Bibb, a
Kentucky state senator, but Henry didn’t know about him.
As he was growing up, Bibb saw each of his six younger
siblings, all boys, sold away. In 1849-50 he published his an
autobiography ‘Narrative of the Life and Adventures of
Henry Bibb, An American Slave’ which became one of the
best known slave narratives. Bibb begins his narrative by
recalling his birth in 1815 to a slave woman named Mildred
Jackson. Though he never knew his father. As a young
teenager, Bibb was sold to a man in Newcastle, Kentucky,
named Mr. Vires, whose wife treated Bibb badly. She was
abused and tortured him so he decided to run away from that
place. Bibb mentioned that the Vires’ cruelty inspired him
with a desire to escape. He would run away for days at a
time, and though they would beat him for it, he never gave
up. Bibb finishes his narrative with the deep hope that “this
little volume will bear some humble part in lighting up the
path of freedom and revolutionizing public opinion upon this
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great subject” Henry Bibb was explained his view about his
dream of freedom and never gave up no matter how hard it
got. He loved freedom, but he was not willing to sacrifice
the lives and freedom of those he loved and several times he
risked recapture to save them. Though he was recaptured a
number of times that never disappointed his spirit and at last
he found his freedom. After escaping from slavery to Canada,
he founded an abolitionist newspaper, ‘The Voice of the
Fugitive’.

John Brown, (May 9, 1800 — December 2, 1859) was
an American abolitionist Who Was believed raised up by God
to strike the death blow to human slavery, passionately
believed that slavery was wrong. As a 12-year-old boy
traveling through Michigan, Brown witnessed an enslaved
African American boy being beaten, which haunted him for
years to come and informed his own abolitionism. Slave Life
in Georgia: A Narrative of the Life, Sufferings, and Escape
of John Brown, a Fugitive Slave, Now in England, (1855).

Harriet Jacobs, (1813 or 1815[3] — March 7, 1897)
was an African-American author. She was born into slavery
in Edenton, North Carolina. Harriet and her brother John
were enslaved at birth by the tavern keeper’s family and
Harriet was sexually harassed by her enslaver. In 1842,
Jacobs finally got a chance to escape by boat to Philadelphia,
where she was helped by anti-slavery activists of the
Philadelphia Vigilant Committee. She wrote her well-known
an autobiography ‘Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl,
Boston, (1861)°. It was arguably the most comprehensive
slave narrative written by a woman. The book highlights
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Jacobs’s life as a slave and how she gained freedom for herself
and for her children. Jacobs contributed to the genre of slave
narrative by using the techniques of sentimental novels “to
address race and gender issues.” She explores the struggles
and sexual abuse that female slaves faced as well as their
efforts to practice motherhood and protect their children
when their children might be sold away. Jacobs takes great
pains to prove that there can be no “good” slave masters. She
argues that slavery destroys the morality of slave holders,
almost without exception. Slave holders such as Dr. Flint
become inhumane monsters. They impose every conceivable
kind of torture on their servants. The Most slave masters
opinion that slaves are as like a animals or objects, so they
never acknowledging their humanity about slaves . Slaves are
not evil like their masters, but important parts of their
personalities are left undeveloped. Jacobs does not ignore
such issues such as physical brutality and deprivation that
slaves were forced to endure but her focus on slaves’ mental
and spiritual suffering makes an important contribution to
the genre. Jacobs quoted wonderful sentence about the brutal
condition of the slaves.

“Cruelty is contagious in uncivilized communities ”.(44)

She described that slavery is bad for everyone, not
justslaves. Slaves faced many problems in the slavery such
as violence, hunger, slave women raped by owners,
backbreaking labour, harsh punishments, insulting treatment
and sexual abusing etc. However, this novel is one of the
best anti-slavery works of Harriet Jacobs.
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Booker Taliaferro Washington, (April 18, 1856 —
November 14, 1915) was an American author, orator, and
adviser to multiple presidents of the United States.
Washington was born into slavery in Virginia as the son of
Jane, an African-American slave. He never knew the day,
month, and year of his birth, but the year on his tombstone
reads 1856. Between 1890 and 1915, Washington was the
dominant leader in the African American community and of
the contemporary black elite. Washington was a key exponent
of African-American businesses and one of the founders of

‘the National Negro Business League’.

Washington’s an autobiography, ‘Up from Slavery,’
was published in 1901, it became a bestseller and had a major
effect on the African-American community, this well-known
book describes his personal experiences of slave life and
tried to rise up from the difficult situation of a slavery life.
He highlights also on how he was faced the difficulties in
his childhood and how he overcame the evil condition. It
also gives an account of cruel labour of children in the mines
however author tried to focus on pursuing good education
for the development. In the beginning of the novel, author
describes the evil condition of the slaves and how they
endured harassment before independence. Washington also
focused on the major themes such as poverty among black
people , humility, evil condition of slaves, development of
slave people, education etc. so he was strongly attracted
towards gaining good education and curious to pursue the
development through it. He ends this book by reflecting on
the legacy of Tuskegee and hope for the race in coming days.
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However these all slave narratives highlighted the
brutal experiences through their writings to show this world
the real condition of slaves. After getting motivation from
the antislavery literature, everyone would be enable to aware
about the fundamental rights of the human beings and their
freedom. Through this inspiration each and every person can
fight against the modern slavery system. Though, the ancient
slavery is stopped now but we should aware about modern
slavery. The report also traces that after the end of the Slavery
system at the present time the new forms of slavery began
to visible and it is the challenge for all the people of the
whole world.

There are predictable 21 million to 45 million people
trapped in some form of slavery today. It’s sometimes called
as “Modern-Day Slavery” and sometimes called “Human
Trafficking.” The United Nations defines that human
trafficking as the employment, transportation, transfer,
harbouring, or receipt of persons by improper means such
as force, kidnapping, fraud, or pressure for an improper
purpose including forced labour or sexual exploitation. It
takes on many forms today. It explores as; Employees
working in private homes are forced or pressured into serving
and fraudulently convinced that they have no option to leave,
Human beings are forced to work under the threat of violence
and for no regular pay, forced to child labour as domestic,
bonded labour or sex operating with them, Women, men or
children are forced into the commercial sex exploitation at
industry or at any official working places, Women and
children who are forced to marry with another without their
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will, Persons that are forced to work in order to repay a debt
and unable to leave until the debt is repaid. It is the most
common form of enslavement in the modern world.

However, the modern slavery issues known as contemporary
forms of slavery and we should face to these all problems
with equality and struggle a lot to prohibit it. It also
deliberates what action needs to be taken to support the
millions of people who continue to be exposed to
contemporary forms of slavery today. But this Anti-Slavery
work definitely would be helpful to people of the present
era to stand against the each and every kind of modern slavery
system.
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Chapter -11

Reflection of Slavery and Antislavery System:
Narrative of the Life of Fredrick Douglass, Mv
Bondage and My Freedom

Frederick Douglas was one of Black Afro-American
abolitionist, orator and grat author who had already given
many contributions to American social life through his
literary work. He was known as social activist who struggled
a lot to get the rights for black slave people. His contribution
for American literature was very best in the form of literary
works. Most of his works focused about racial discrimination
which controlled by the White people towards Black people.
Commonly, his works were based on a narrative form which
taken the foremost theme of his unpleasant life experiences
as a black slave. His works depicted his own experiences as
the black skin people who have already been treated badly as
slaves. His heroic efforts were encouraged to improve his
fate and profession from slave into a free man. In addition,
his devotion on the life principles and the purpose at getting
freedom through abolitionist’s movement was really greeted
and appreciated.

His works can be categorized as influential and
propagandists writing that have a great influence in the history
of American literature. According to Douglass, ‘slavery is
the people’s enemy which grows and develops’. Also he states
that ‘he will not die as a slave’. In order to ignore slavery in
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the United States, he started his proclamation or speeches
as a criticism to avoid any kinds of domination in slavery
system. In order to that every people, man and woman, even
children also must have new hopes, freedom of speech,
equality of rights and participation in possessing cons-
titutional rights as a common American people.

Frederick Douglass was born into slavery in 1818, at
Tuckahoe, in Talbot County, Maryland. He was never sure of
his exact birthdate and father. His mother was a Negro slave
named as Fredrick Bailey and his birth name was Fredrick
Augustus Washington Bailey. His parents were white father
and a slave mother. He took the name Fredrick Douglass after
escaped from slavery system. As a child, he learned reading
and writing skills that became for him both a symbolic and
literal path from slavery to freedom. Douglass escaped from
slavery to the North in 1838 and started his amazing speech
making powers to promote the abolitionist foundation. Then,
in 1845, Douglass distributed this interpretation of his
experiences as a slave through his speeches and works. His
works were greeted with wholehearted and its critical
response brought to Douglass towards the forefront of the
antislavery movement. Then, the name of Frederick Douglass
was become famous after he successfully escaped from
slavery and reached in New York and then Massachusetts in
1838. After his struggle from Maryland to Massachusetts,
he then influenced knowledgeable gifts maintained by few
other men.

Frederick Douglass was played most important role
in the development of the black literature through his literary
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contribution. He produced his three autobiographies, among
those: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (1845),
My bondage and My Freedom (1855), and Life and Times of
Frederick Douglass (1881) it also enlarged in 1892. He
also delivered many speeches against the slavery system.
“Self-Made Men” was very famous lecture delivered by
Douglass in 1859, which gave his own definition of the self-
made man and clarified that actually what he thought the
means to become such a man. Douglass explains the low
backgrounds of the self-made man, who has not genetic his
social position by birth or other constructive environments.
But, most important point to be noted here Douglass
struggled a lot to become as a common man who achieved
everything without any outside support.

“Self-made men ... are the men who owe little or nothing
to birth, relationship, friendly surroundings, to wealth
inherited or to early approved means of education;, who
are what they are, without the aid of any of the favoring
conditions by which other men usually rise in the world
and achieve great results. ”(1)

Douglass did not believe in the “good luck theory”
but he trusted that “opportunity is important but exertion is
indispensable”. He asserted that, it is not luck that makes a
man a self-made man, but considerable physical and mental
effort. Douglass emphasized on the importance of hard work
and it is necessary to achieve success. He remarks that “there
is nothing good, great or desirable ..., that does not come by
some kind of labour”. Thus, Douglass committed that
success can be explained by only one word, namely “work!
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Another speech called “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of
July?”” was the title actually given to a speech by Frederick
Douglass because it delivered on July 5, 1852, in Corinthian
Hall, Rochester, New York which addressing to the Rochester
Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Society. This speech is maybe the most
broadly known of all of Frederick Douglass’ writings save
his autobiographies. The fact that it is called a July Fourth
Oration but was actually it was delivered on July 5. (2)

However, mentioning to the celebrations of the
Independence Day in the United States the day before, the
speech practices sharp irony and bitter rhetoric, and acute
written analysis of the Constitution and Declaration of
Independence, and the Christian Bible, to advance a values-
based argument against the continued existence of Slavery
in the United States. Douglass speaks that positive
announcement about American ethics, such as liberty,
citizenship, and freedom, which were totally opposite to the
enslaved population of the United States because of their
lack of freedom, liberty, and citizenship. Douglass
mentioned not only to the captivity of enslaved people, but
to the heartless exploitation, the cruelty, harassment, abusing,
beating and torture that slaves were endangered to in the
United States. Douglass thought that the fathers of the nation
were great statesmen and the values stated in the Declaration
of Independence were saving principles and the ringbolt of
your nations fortune asserting, “stand by those principles,
be true to them on all occasions, in all places, against all
foes, and at whatever cost.”” However, he continued that slaves
owed nothing to and had no positive spirits towards the
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formation of the United States. Thus, he criticized on
America with uttering as hypocrisy and betrayal of those
values in continuing the institution of slavery.

“What have I, or those I represent, to do with your
national independence? Are the great principles of
political freedom and of natural justice, embodied in that
Declaration of Independence, extended to us?.. What, to
the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer, a day
that reveals to him, more than all other days in the year,
the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant
victim.” (3)

Douglass also emphasizes the view that slaves and
free Americans are equivalent in nature. He states that his
belief in the speech that he and other slaves are struggling
for the same fight in terms of requiring to be free he is
addressing, as;

“They were statesmen, patriots, and heroes, and...with
them, justice, liberty, and humanity were final; not slavery
and oppression.” (4)

Houston A. Baker, Jr (1982) stated in his introduction
to the edition of "Narrative of Life of Frederick Douglass”
that slaves narrative as a different genre in American
literature and pointed out that they were also both
contemporary political statements and deliberately designed
autobiographies proposed for future generations. Of the many
eighteenth and nineteenth- century slave narratives,
Douglass’ is clearly the outstanding example. (5)
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Frederick Douglass was also an integrationist as a
master reformer concerned with self-control and peace as
well as woman’s rights. He supposed that women as
equivalent to men in the struggle and he also emphasized on
the importance of educating women in overall and black
women in particularly. It is also stated by Harley that;

“Frederick Douglass, who shared Delany’s belief that
women should share political rights equally with men,
justified the education and cultural development of women
for the good of society as a whole and felt strongly that a
woman has a right to the same intellectual cultures as man.”
“Frederick Douglass, who participated in the interracial
association of men and women, editorialized that black man
should become more involved in the struggle for woman’s
rights because of their common plight” (6)

According to Barksdale, “Frederick Douglass, who
was the indispensable man in the event that culminated in
freeing the young American nation of chattel slavery, in the
fight against slavery effectively countered the Garrisonian
approach to abolitionism with its emphasis on moral
persuasion and Northern succession and the political
ineffectiveness of the constitution as a document of freedom.
In his fight against slavery, he took a stand against
colonization as a solution. In Douglass’ view, physical
separation from the white man would not benefit the black
man; neither Black colonization nor any other kind of black
separatism was to be preferred to integration of the Black
man into the fabric of American society.” (7)
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According to Warren the second version of the
autobiography remains one of the most vivid and readable of
the works in that genre. He states too that although it is not
the first autobiography written by an American slave, it was
the first to make a general impact. It did so not only because
of'its intrinsic merit but because of its timing: feelings about
slavery were now approaching a crisis.

Perkins then, states that The Narrative of the Life of
Frederick Douglass was written by a man with a sharp
memory for details, a good, plain style, thoroughly tested
on the lecture platform, and vivid sense of importance of his
story. (8) Furthermore, according to Sterling Tuckey, in the
Narrative of the life of Frederick Douglass, he is said to
have written a statement as follows: “I do not remember to
have ever meta slave who could tell his birthday. They seldom
came nearer to it than planting time, harvest time, cherry -
time, or fall- time. A want of information concerning my

own was a source of unhappiness to me even during
childhood”. (9)

Quarles states that; this Narrative was confined to
slavery experience, and lent itself very well to abolitionist
propaganda (1960). He also states that the Narrative is
absorbing in its sensitive description of person and places,
and marked its author as the personification not only of the
struggle but of performance (1960: Further, he states that
the Narrative is an American book in theme, in tone, and in
spirit. It is even said that the Narrative swept Douglass into
the stream or main stream of the antislavery movement, and
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is clear and passionate utterance both of the Negros’s protest
and of his aspiration. (10)

The present chapter tries to find out the problems of
the slave people in the slavery system and portraying the
picture of actual life of slaves in the novels of Fredrick
Douglass’s ‘Narrative of the life of Fredrick Douglass, an
American Slave (1845 ) and ‘My Bondage and My Freedom
(1855 ). Fredrick Douglass was one of the most eminent
human rights leaders of the 19" century. In this research work
will find out the actual efforts of the Black enslaved people
to search for freedom and getting their civil rights in the
historical context of the United States of America.

Fredrick Douglass was actually enslaved man who
escaped from slavery and became a prominent activist, author
and public speaker.He became a leader of the abolitionist
movement which was established to end the slavery system
and continued to struggle for equality and human rights at
the last movement of his life. He was died in 1895. The life
of Fredrick Douglass was a part of a legend of America as a
successful fighter of slavery system. He gave inspiration to
people of all around the world who were struggling for the
full of the human rights.

“If there is no struggle, there is no progress”
- Fredrick Douglass (53)
Fredrick Douglass argued against the slavery system
in his autobiographies, articles, speeches and letters etc. He

demonstrated that the slavery system was a cruel, unnatural
and immoral. He was initially lived with his grandmother
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Betty Bailey. The most important aspect of his life to take
the education and became learned person but there was ban
to take the education for slave in the society. But after a lot
struggle Douglass was learned the alphabets from Hugh Auld’s
wife. He was slaveholder of Hugh Auld and worked for their
family as a slave worker but during this period Hugh Auld’s
wife Sophia sometimes used to teach him alphabets when he
was around twelve years old. After that Douglass continued
to learn more lessons from white children and others.
However, through reading newspapers, political writing and
literature, he became a matured to clarify and defining the
views about the human rights. He understood the importance
of education and aware about the connection between literacy
and freedom. In this way he started to revolt against the
slavery and finally succeeded to escape from slavery. After
escaping from slavery he was settled in the New Bedford in
1838 and told his own story of slavery at the abolitionist
meetings. William Lloyd Garrison was impressed on
Fredrick Douglass’s strength and skill, in this way he started
to write about Douglass in his weekly journal ‘The Liberator’.
Fredrick Douglass also started to deliver his first speech at
the Massachusetts Antislavery society’s annual convention
in Nantucket. He was delivered one of the most speech in
England called also “London Reception Speech.”

“What is to be thought of a nation boasting of its liberty,
boasting of its humanity, boasting of Christianity, boasting
of its love of justice and purity , and yet having within its
own borders three millions of persons denied by law the
right of marriage?...I need not lift up the veil by giving
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you any experience of my own. Everyone that can put two
ideas together, must see the most fearful results from such
a state of things.” (54)

Douglass’s autobiographies, speeches, writings have
inspired in the field of American and African American
history, in political sciences, in theory, sociology and in
philosophy. He puts his views on slavery system, racial
exploitation , segregation, violence, self-respect in the
resistance against the slavery, racial integration, emigration
or separation, cultural assimilation, racial amalgamation and
women’s suffrage etc. He described the arguments about
early recognition, general recognition among the blacks and
whites, injustice, cruelty, unnaturalness etc. In this way he
started his own abolitionist newsletter called ‘The North Star’
and through this highlighted the biggest issues of slaves and
always involved in the movements for the women’s rights.
During the evil conflict that deviation of United States after
civil war, he continued to speak and worked for end the slavery
system. His most important work for the right of vote to
newly made citizens or black Americans. Thus, Fredrick
Douglass and president Abraham Lincoln reconciled and
following the letters association in 1865, amendment 13,
14, 15 to U.S. constitution ,slavery outlawed and granted
formerly enslaved people as a citizenship and equal
protection under the law which protected all citizens from
racial discrimination in voting. He served in many official
positions in government as an ambassador to the domination
republic and always struggle for advocating to the African
Americans and women’s rights. In 1888, he became the first
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African American to receive a vote for the president of the
United States during the Republican National Convention.
Douglass was a strong supporter in the equality of all peoples
like white, black, female, Native American, or Chinese
immigrants etc.

Fredrick Douglass began a weekly paper in Rochester,
New York. He entitled the North Star. The Newspaper turned
out to be the spokesman for the Negro race. It was also helped
to educate the Negro in public affairs. For many years it was
played an important role for the fight against slavery system.
“When the Civil War started, Douglass advised President
Lincoln to employee Negro soldiers. Douglass insisted that;

“every Negro” . .... to get an eagle on his button, a musket
on his shoulder, and the star spangled Banner over his
head”. He said, “Who would be free themselves must strike

the first blow”. (55)

Amongst the first Negro men to join the Northern
army were Douglass’ two sons, Lewis and Charles. Thousands
of other Negroes did, too.”

According to Douglass, slavery was an enemy of man’s
development. Because of its physical and social handicaps,
Frederick was determined that he would not die as a slave.
Until his death, on February 15, 1895, Frederick Douglass
was fought against the slavery system and worked hard for
freedom. He used his debating aids to help take over the
entire system of slavery, so that men, women, and children
might have hope, freedom of communication, and an equal
opportunity to contribute in the rights, and to undertake the
responsibilities of American citizenship etc.
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African American literature arose out of the
experiences of blacks in the United States especially regards
to historic racism, discrimination and attempt to show the
dominant culture. Slavery system was a very big issue in the
all over world so African American were largely the
decadents of enslaved people who brought from their African
homelands by force to work in the new world. Slave people’s
rights were too limited and always denied from a rightful
share in the economic, political and social development.

The basic principles of slavery have been displayed
through the prominent works of Fredrick Douglass. His two
masterpiece novels depicted the various unhappiness and
suffering associated with slave people who were struggling
with the problems of slavery system and attempted to revolt
against the evil system.

Frederick Douglass was a prominent leader of
antislavery movement and an American social reformer,
abolitionist, orator, writer, and statesman. A fter escaping from
slavery in Maryland, he became a national leader of the
abolitionist movement in Massachusetts and New York,
becoming famous for his oratory and insightful antislavery
writings. Accordingly, he was described by abolitionists in
his time as a living counter-example to slaveholders’
arguments that slaves lacked the intellectual capacity to
function as independent American citizens. Douglass wrote
several autobiographies, notably describing his experiences
as a slave in his ‘Narrative of the life of Fredrick Douglass,
An American slave (1845) and ‘My Bondage and My
Freedom (1855). These novels are providing the actual
condition and the brutal experiences of slaves in the slavery
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system. Fredrick Douglass was born in the slavery means
already he was an enslaved person but after a long struggle,
escaped from slavery and described his own brutal
experiences through his well-known works.

Douglass’s ‘Narrative of the life of Fredrick
Douglass, An American slave (1845), the most famous and
successful work and selling over thirty-five thousand copies
in the U.S. and Europe, and quickly translated into both
French and German language. Before this masterpiece work,
the world hadn’t heard the real-life stories from former slaves
however, Douglass’s book run into a raw spirit and increased
interest in abolition and virtuous anger against slavery. The
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is certainly one
of the most powerful pieces of reform propaganda in
American literature. It is considered as a milestone in
American literary movement against slavery. This well-known
work sited in the first rank amongst the approximately one
hundred slave narratives of book length scope. An author also
took the leading place among the Negro Americans who made
a career of remarkable at slavery. Its literary style and literary
effectiveness proves us that it is a literary classic book. The
Narrative offers the confidence of the critical reader by
Douglass and escaping the exact explanations from the
mouths of his group of characters. Truly, he avoided the use
of reconstructed dialogue, artificial conversations, and
exchanges remembered word for word. Douglass writes in a
simple way and describes the direct prose, free of literary
allusions, and almost without quoted passages, other than a
stanza from John Greenleaf Whittier, two lines from Hamlet,
and one from William Cowper. The facts are real and the
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element of style an eminent in the opening lines of the novel
as;

“I WAS born in Tuckahoe, near Hillsborough, and about
twelve miles from Easton, in Talbot county, Maryland. 1
have no accurate knowledge of my age, never having seen
any authentic record containing it...(11)

Douglass’ narrative begins with the small number of
facts that he knows about his birth and parents; but he had no
any accurate record or authentic record about his age. His
mother was a slave named Harriet Bailey and the daughter of
Isaac and Betsey Bailey, both coloured, and somewhat dark.
His mother was of a darker complexion than either his
grandmother or grandfather. When Douglass started to speak
about his own father, he directly mentioned that he did not
know about his father but heard from the people that the white
man or his own master was his father.

Here and throughout the autobiography, Douglass
highlights the common practice of white slave owners raping
slave women, both to satisfy their sexual hungers and to
expand their slave populations. In the first chapter, Douglass
also makes mention of the hypocrisy of Christian slave
owners who used religious teachings to justify their
abhorrent treatment of slaves; the religious practice of slave
owners is a recurrent theme in the text.

In his life history Douglass also described the biggest
issue of slavery system and common brutal practices by white
masters with the slave people .White masters were always
doing injustice with slave people such as forcing labour



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -1 00

without proper remuneration, mistreatment, torture, abusing,
physically and mentally harassment, forcefully separation
of mother and children, sexual exploitation etc. The history
of slavery is a untellable story with full of tragedy and cruelty.
White masters were used to rape on slave women to satisfy
their sexual hungers and to increase the slave plantations.
Douglass begins his narrative by clarifying that he also like
many other slaves who don’t know about the exact
information of born and their parents.

He estimated that he was born around 1817 and his
father was his first white master called Captain Anthony.
White masters used to keep ignorant to slaves from their
parentage in order to strip them of their identities, because
at the time of separation of mother and children, they can
control to the slaves and preventing them from developing
familiar bonds, loyalty to other slaves, a knowledge of
heritage and identity etc.

Douglass describes his bitter tone, specifically about
his white father. Also he mentioned that white masters were
used to frequently require selling their mulatto children who
were born from black slave women. He asserts about the
mother and children the bond of relationship in the slavery.
He describes his own separation from his mother and custom
intended to break the natural bond of love between mother
and children. Douglass contributes the literary effectiveness
of the Narrative and its suffering. Douglass ridicules pity,
but his pages are suggestive of sympathy. The hurt touching
paragraph on his mother was deeply affecting to make his
mood with the opening sentence with line:
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“I never saw my mother, to know her as such, more than
four of five times in my life; and each of this times was
very short duration, and at night. She was hired by a Mr.
Stewart, who lived about twelve miles from my home. She
made her journeys to see me in the night, travelling the
whole distance on foot, after the performance of her day s
work. She was a field hand, and a whipping is the penalty
of not being in the field at sunrise. ...she would lie down
with me, and get me to sleep, but long before I waked she
was gone. Very little communication ever took place
between us. Death soon ended what little we could have
had while she lived, and with it her hardships and
suffering. She died when I was about seven years old.”’(12).

He tells that he saw to his mother rarely on the
occasions when she used to walk twelve miles and after dark
lie at night with children. Harriet was hired by Mr. Stewart
who lived about twelve miles from Douglass’s home. His
mother Harriet used to travel to the whole distance on the
foot, after completion work of the daily routine. She lived
with him in the night but he mentioned that he didn’t remember
that ever seeing his mother by the night of day and very few
communications took place between them. Harriet was died
after her hardship work and suffering near Lee’s mill, when
Douglass was about seven years old. Even he was not allowed
to be present during her illness, at her death or burial place.
However Douglass expressed his emotions and feelings
about the bond of mother and child relationship. Thus, the
author felt so tragic when his mother never saw but
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unspeakably it was affecting emotionally to maintain the
relationship of mother and children.

Douglass’s first master was captain Anthony and his
overseer Mr. Plummer who was drunken every day and used
to carry a whip and cudgel with him and often practices on
the slave people. He recalls here the captain Anthony as well
as Mr. Plummer were too cruel and they frequently whipping
and abusing to Douglass’s aunt Hester. Such brutal incidents
were always happening in front of him. Actually he was truly
eye witness for such a evil treatment which given by masters
but he could not do anything against it.

Douglass represents the violent episode of the
captain Anthony. The captain used to call Hester at night for
sexual relationship but she had no dare to go against his order.
Sometimes, the captain brought her at home and striped her
to the waist, tied her and whipped until blood dropped on the
floor. Watching such a horrified incident young Douglass
became so terrified. Douglass describes the family
relationships of his masters with Colonel Lloyd who was a
sort of “grand master” of the area. He explains the brutal
rules and regulations about slave people at the plantation. If
any slave broke the rules or tried to run away so they were
whipped and shipped to Baltimore to be sold to other slave
traders. He explores the living condition of slaves in the
slavery system. The masters used to give the scanty food
and clothing. Children from seven to ten years old, they were
almost naked for all seasons of the year. Most of the
plantation masters not required beds or blankets facility for
slaves but somewhere it would be provided. They had to work
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hard for a long time in the fields even though deprived to
sleep them.

The master’s overseer named Mr.Severe was very
cruel and almost armed with a large hickory stick and heavy
cowskin and took fiendish pleasure in manifesting barbarity.
Severe’s early death was considered a sign of a “merciful
providence” by the slave people. Hopkins was replaced soon
and no less cruel than severe. Slave people felt too much
sorrow, tears and aching heart in their daily life. slaves used
to sing many songs at the plantation mentioned as the great
house farm. Douglass understood the implications of the
lyrics of the songs after escaping from slavery which meant
that the whites commenting on singing of slaves as “ the
evidence of their happiness”™ but Douglass stated that really
it was the voice of sorrow and unhappiness. They would sing
with a chorus as:

“I am going away to the great house farm !
O,vea!O,yea! O!“ (13)

Douglass sometime thought about that song which
used to sing to impress some minds with the horrible
character of slavery. Their tones were so loud, long and deep;
they breathed so deep and pray to god to escape from these
brutal chains. Actually their voice was against the bitter
testimony. While seeing such a terrified condition, Douglass
frequently found himself in tears after hearing that song and
felt depressed his spirit with ineffable sadness. He said slaves
sang mostly when they were most unhappy. The songs of the
slaves represented the sorrow of their heart and it relieved
from aching hearts and tears. Douglass stated that;
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“I have often been utterly astonished, since I came to the
North, to find persons who could speak of the singing
among slaves as evidence of their contentment and
happiness. It is impossible to conceive of a greater mistake.
Slaves sing most when they are most unhappy. The songs
of the slave represent the sorrows of his heart; and he is
relieved by them, only as an aching heart is relieved by its
tears.” (14)

Douglass went to live at colonel Llyod’s plantation
at that time he understood that Llyod had owned thousands
of slaves. He was especially renowned for his beautiful
garden where a lot of delicious fruits like apple, orange etc.
unfortunately, the masters were never allowed to eat the fruits
to the slaves even though doing hard work in that garden.
Slaves were constantly kept hungry in this system. Even
hungry children as well as the older slaves were also never
allowed for eating the fruits. If hungry slaves were caught
while stealing fruits so they got the punishment of whipping.
Douglass represents a vast panorama of slaves under constant
observation and slaves were insensible about their reality.
Sometimes slave people used to fight among themselves to
determine whose owner is better. He severally estimated that
the masters always treated slaves like animals and gave too
much value to animals more than their slaves. Lloyd
undoubtedly mistreated to his slaves but never to his horses.

Douglass did not fail to take not of certain human
weakness among the slaves themselves. Never given to
avoiding unpleasant facts, a hallmark of his public career,
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Douglass tells of the quarrels between the slaves of Colonel
Lloyd and those of Jacob Jepson:

“Slaves are like other people, and imbibe prejudices
quite common to others. They think their own better than
that of others. Many, under the influence of this prejudice,
think their own masters better than the masters of the other
slaves. ...It was so on our plantation. When Colonel Lloyd’s
slaves met the slaves of Jacob Jepson, they seldom parted
without a quarrel about their masters; Colonel Lloyd’s slaves
contending that he was the richest and Mr. Jepson’s slaves
contending that he was the smartest. These quarrels would
almost always end in a fight ...The slaves seemed to think
that the greatness of their masters was transferable to
themselves. It was considered as being bad enough to be a
slave; but to be a poor man’s slave was deemed a disgrace
indeed!” (15).

Douglass also explores the episode of Mr Gore who
was appointed as overseer on the place of Hopkins at the
plantation. He was so cruel and over ambitious about too
much work from slaves. One day a terrified incident was
happened at that place. Mr.Gore whipped a slave named
Demby cruelly therefore Demby became so angry and ran in
to a deep flowing creek and avoided to come out of the creek,
even though warned by Gore. In this way Gore counted for
three and still he failed to emerge from the creek, so without
giving further warning Mr. Gore shoot to Damby and instantly
poor slave was no more. However a thrill of horror flashed
through every soul at the plantation, except Mr Gore. He
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had given the instruction and argued that if any slaves refused
to follow the orders and other slaves would definitely copy
of them so it would be difficult to control all the slaves.
Therefore its result would be thinking about escaping from
this slavery system. In this way Gore’s work was appreciated
after doing horrible crime and Poor Damby didn’t get any
justice. However, Douglass expressed his brutal experiences
about crime that ‘there was horrid crime also not to even
submit to judicial investigation. He estimated that killing to
a slave or any black coloured person in Talbot County,
Maryland, was not treated as a crime either by the courts or
community. Mr Thomas Lanman of St. Michael killed two
slaves, one of them killed with a chopper by hitting till his
brains out and instantly no more.

“The d d niggers” (56)

In this way, the owners or masters were murdered to
their slaves but they always escaped from any punishment
given by the courts or censure of the community.

Douglass has been presented horror episodes of
slavery from chapter (i-1v). His role up to this point is chiefly
as a narrator to present some examples of evidence in order
to this cruelty and horror in the slavery system. Douglass
describes the critical condition of slave children on Colonel
Lloyd’s plantation. He tried to express his own experiences
and illustrates how slaves were treated like animals in this
system. He was constantly remain hungry and his old master
sometimes whipped and suffered from anything else than
hunger and cold. He was suffered too much from cold in the
winter and hottest in summer because he was kept always
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naked- no shoes, no jacket, no stockings, no trousers etc.
He had two linen shirts reaching only to his knees. He had
no any bed to sleep that is why he suffered from cold at
coldest nights. However he used to steal a bag which was
used for carrying the corn and to crawl in to that bag with his
head in inside and feet out. Douglass also mentioned about
the food facility for slaves at their plantation. The food was
not regularly allowanced but masters used to give corn meal
boiled food called ‘mush’. It was put into a big wooden tray
and set down upon the ground. After that the children were
called for eating, as like so many pigs would come and devour
the ‘mush’ with naked hands without using spoons. Whoever
ate fastest got most and secured the best place but few left
only satisfied.

Douglass expressed his transfer from colonel Lloyd’s
plantation to Mr. Hugh Auld was brother of the old master’s
son-in-law, named Captain Thomas Auld. At that time
Douglass was probably seven or eight years old when he left
Colonel Lloyd’s plantation. As soon as the information
received about to left, he felt happy and enjoyed. He was
informed to clean himself before going to Baltimore.
Douglass mentioned that really it was his turning point of
his life because Mr. Auld and Mrs. Auld were received him
kindly in Baltimore. The master gave him duty to take care
of their young child Thomas. Here, Douglass expresses his
feelings about the new place Baltimore as:

“Being hanged in England is preferable to dying a natural
death in Ireland “ (17)
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Douglass actually had taken a lot of brutal ex-
periences in the Colonel Lloyd’s plantation. The master as
well as overseers was so cruel that is why escaping from
such an evil place he felt happiness. After reaching at
Baltimore, he thought that it was one of the most interesting
times of his life.

Douglass explores how slavery is detrimental to
whites in this chapter. His new mistress was very kind hearted
and finest feelings about slaves. Douglass sometimes
astonished to see her goodness and she was totally different
any other white women. She didn’t deem it impudent or
unmannerly for slaves to look her in the face. Mrs. Auld taught
to Douglass the alphabets, after that assisted learning to spell
words of three of four letters. At this point of his progress
Mr. Auld found out actually what was going on. He directly
forbade and warned to his wife not to teach Douglass. He
again said that it was unlawful as well as unsafe to teach the
slaves. Mr. Auld said that:

“If you give a nigger an inch, he will take an ell. A nigger
should know nothing but to obey his Master to do as he is
told to do. Learning would spoil the best nigger in the
world. If you teach that nigger how to read, there would
be no keeping him. It would forever unfit him to be a slave.
He would at once become unmanageable, and of no value
to his master. As to himself, it could do him no good, but a
great deal of harm. It would make him discontented and

unhappy”. (18)
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Mr. Auld’s these words sank deep into Douglass’s
heart, stirred up sentiments within slumbering but thought
that it was a beginning of his existence and new train of
thoughts for journey towards freeman. In this way Mrs Auld
stopped to teach him. Douglass was worn to understand the
critical situation of the slaves and he used to explain the dark
and mysterious things about slaves. Salve people’s struggle
in vain difficulty to wit, white man’s power and injustice on
blacks etc. Douglass could understand and became mature
to know what was wrong and right happened in the slavery
system after started learning. Really it was the right pathway
comes out from slavery and to be get freedom. He got
inspiration with desire and acknowledges the benefits of
learning, but learning without teacher was too much difficult.
He set out with high hope and fixed purpose at any cost of
trouble to learn how to read. As per the compare of plantation
slaves, Douglass observed that city slaves were almost a
freeman and provided better food, clothed, enjoy privileges
altogether etc. but some exceptions to this rule also found
in the city also. In the neighbourhood, the owner Mr Thomas
Hamilton lived on Philpot Street. He owned only two slaves
named Henrietta and Mery. Owners heart must be harder than
stone about these two slaves. Douglass was eyewitness of
the cruelty of Mistress Hamilton that the head, neck and
shoulders of Mary literally cut to pieces. There was marked
by the blood of one of these slaves. She always loudly cried
on these two as saying that:

“Move faster, you black gip!” (57)
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At the same time giving them a blow with cowskin
over the head or shoulders, in this way the blood drowning
often and again says:

“Take that you black gip!” “If you don t move faster,
I’ll move you” (19)

With these a lot of cruel saying, they were kept nearly
half starved to slaves. Douglass had seen to Mary contending
with the pigs for the offal thrown into the street. So Mary
kicked and cut it into pieces that are why she was oftener
called “pecked” than her real name.

In this way, Douglass had spent about seven years
in Master Hugh Alud’s house. During that time, he succeeded
in learning to read and write. His mistress was very kind
hearted and wanted to teach but her husband advised not to
teach slaves. Mr. Auld explained detail instruction to his wife.
In this way, she accepted the advice and become a strident
advocate of keeping all slaves illiterate. She feared losing to
Douglass, if he would gain an education. However, kind
hearted woman also became more violent about slaves. One
day was reading newspaper, seeing this Mrs. Auld became
more angry and snatched newspaper from him quickly.

Douglass was too much eager to read and write but
he had no any teacher to teach him. At the beginning primarily
alphabets already he was learned. He was too much eager to
learn how to read, in this way he was making friendship with
some poor white boys to whom known already how to read
and write. Douglass used to meet them in the street. With
their kindly support, he obtained knowledge different times
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to different places. He finally succeeded in learning to read.
He used to carry some steal food from his owners kitchen
for all poor white boys, therefore they could teach him
frankly how to read.

It is almost an unpardonable crime to teach slaves
to read on this Christian country. When Douglass became
about twelve years old, thought of being a slave for life began
to bear heavily upon his heart. That time he got a book entitled
‘The Columbian orator’; whenever he got an opportunity
he used to read this one book. He found some interesting
matter from this book; a dialogue between a master and slave.
The slave was represented as being run away from his master
for three times. However he used to read this book again and
again and got inspiration of escaping from slavery system.
In this same book, he found one of Sheridan’s mighty
speeches on behalf of his own soul which had frequently
flashed through his mind. In this way, Douglass gained moral
from Sheridan’s thoughts about denunciation of slavery and
powerful vindication of human rights. After reading those
documents, he enabled to utter his thoughts about slave’s
rights and regretting the hope of being free man. During this
time he read the word ‘abolition” but he was not able to
understand its correct meaning but after sometime he found
the meaning as ‘it was the act of ending evil system’. Douglass
one day helped to two Irishmen for loading a scow of stone
on the wharf of Mr Waters. They both were also advised him
to run away to the north but Douglass feared and thought,
they might be treacherous hypocritical for received a big
reward from white masters.
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Douglass had got the idea of learning to write from
ship carpenters being in Durgin and Bailey’s ship yard. In
this way, he learned to write continued copying the italics in
Webster’s spelling book. Also, his little master Thomas had
gone to school regularly and learned perfectly how to read
and write. Sometimes, his written over number of copy books
laid aside or when his mistress Auld used to go for class
meeting at the wall street meetinghouse on every Monday
afternoon, at that time, Douglass kept to take care of the
house. However in absence of his mistress he used to spend
the time in writing in the spaces left in Master Thomas’s
copy book and copying same what he had written. Douglass
continued the same practice of writing. Thus, after a long
time practice finally, he was succeeded in learning to write
as well as to read.

Douglass describes his back journey from Baltimore
to the plantation of old master captain Anthony, for a
valuation of captain’s property because of his death. Douglass
became nervous about his future because it was possible that
he would be sold to a crueller master or to Georgia trader.
Because, Douglass experienced the behaviour of master
Andrew who demonstrated his cruelty by crushing the head
of Douglass’s little brother. He was lived with his
grandmother at the same plantation. In this way, seeing this
incident Douglass worried about his future.

Anthony had two children Andrew and Lucretia, so
Douglass was awarded to Lucretia that means he would be
returned back to Baltimore. However, Douglass was sent to
Lucretia to live in the family of Master Hugh. After reaching
at this place he enjoyed that day with great satisfaction.
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Douglass explores about his old poor grandmother who
served faithfully for his old master. Her life journey was
spending at this plantation from youth to old age. When she
became very old, she remembered all her children as well as
grandchildren, thinking as loss of children, she felt loneliness,
suffer and mourn etc. The slave’s poet Whittier says like;

Gone, gone, sold and gone To the rice swamp dark......
(20)

Douglass’s grandmother was remembered all the
unconscious children who once used to sang and danced in
her presence but all were gone now. She felt everything
worthless after remembering her past time. However, she
felt the pains and aches of old age with helpless infancy. She
was devoted mother of twelve children but no one present
with her. At last after a lot grief she died.

“She stands - she sits — she staggers —she falls —she
groans — she dies.” (21)

After left Baltimore, Douglass arrived to live at
Thomas Auld’s in March 1832, at St. Michael’s plantation.
He expressed his feelings about his new master who does
not give enough food to slaves. Douglass used to work in the
kitchen along with his sister Eliza, Aunt Priscilla and another
woman named Henny. Sometimes they used to beg or steal
food from neighbours to survive.

Thomas Auld was so cruel master even though a
religious man. He was more cruel and hateful in all ways.
His house was a prayer place and he used to pray at morning,
noon and night, in revivals was great and proved himself an
instruments in hand of the church in converting many souls.
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His house was preachers home but slave people kept always
starved and anxious. Douglass expressed his feelings about
religious motives which sanction would be cruel or be a pity,
kind hearted. Masters had beaten with many stripes, young
woman tied up in horrid situation for four of five hours at a
time and whipped her before breakfast Henny was helpless
etc. Douglass also endured a number of time whippings during
the nine months period.

While doing work under Thomas Auld, Douglass
sometimes used to fetch the runaway horse but at that time
eats full meal at the neighbouring farm, and it happened
several times. However, Thomas Auld decided to send
Douglass, to Edward Covey for one year. Douglass expressed
his own experiences of master Covey’s farm. He had spent
one year with cruel master Covey. He used to punish
frequently and brutally whipped to slaves. Douglass spent
his considerable time in the city that is why he was not too
much familiar with the farm instrument or equipment and
techniques. Because of the unfamiliarity, Douglass made
many mistakes while doing work. However, he was
continually punished by Covey. Also Master Covey saw profit
in reproduction of slaves; Covey bought the woman named
Caroline. She was large bodied woman about twenty years
old. She had already given birth to one child. After buying
her, Mr. Covey hired to a married man of Mr. Samuel Harrison
for living together one year. He used to fasten up with her
every night and the result was the miserable woman gave birth
to twins. At this result Mr. Covey seemed to be highly pleased
on this great event. But Douglass acknowledges that
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observing this inhuman cruelty may have been the lowermost
point of life. Sometimes, Douglass thought to kill Mr. Covey
and end his own life also.

Douglass often saw ships from all around the world
at the sight of Chesapeake Bay and thought for eventual
escape. In August month, Douglass distorted from exhaustion,
this event which led to change his life. Mr Covey started to
punish him with brutal beating by kicking etc. although,
Douglass was bleeding abundantly. He managed to escape
and waked for seven miles to St. Michael for asking to master
Thomas for help. But Thomas didn’t believe on Douglass’s
story and send him back to Covey’s farm. Meant here,
Douglass didn’t get any justice or kind help from anyone.
After returning Covey’s farm, again he punished to Douglass,
however, the result of this incident was Douglass run away
into the cornfields where Covey couldn’t find him. One day
Covey again attacked on Douglass, but this time, he became
so angry on Covey’s daily treatment and started to fight back
against Covey. The fight managed to hold for more than two
hours, Covey was afraid of getting in trouble if anyone found
out about their fighting. However, He wanted to keep his
reputation. In this way, Douglass first time revolted against
Mr. Covey after enduring brutal beating. Douglass stated that;

“You have seen how a man was made a slave; you shall
see how a slave was made a man.” (22)

However, Douglass came to see his physical fight
with Covey as life renovating, and introduced the story in
his autobiography.
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Douglass was experienced numerous phases in the
slavery, when it seems that his wish for freedom had been
exhausted. In this way, he became inactive, obedient, and
passive after coming to Mr. Covey. Two examples were
mainly troubling there, as insufficient time to read, and
overworked regularly. Thus, the result was outcome there
that his intellect remained inactive due to these many
problems. Mr. Covey was too much conscious about to give
as much as workload to slave people. Douglass quoted the
condition of slaves as;

“Work, work, work, was scarcely more the order of the
day than of night. The longest days were too short for him,
and the shortest nights too long for him. I was somewhat
unmanageable when [ first went there, but a few months
of this discipline tames me. Mr. Covey succeeded in
breaking me. I was broken in body, soul, and spirit. My
natural elasticity was crushed, my intellect languished,
the disposition to read departed...the dark night of slavery
closed in upon me; and behold a man transformed into a
brute!” (23)

Mr. Covey’s cruelty certainly played a role in
provisionally breaking to  Douglass at this time. Douglass
highlights the issue of work but even though the difficult
work, he constantly does his work. This kind of frequent
activity was demanded by Covey, Douglass tired of physical,
intellectual, and spiritual possessions, causing a base in his
mission for freedom.

However, after few days, Douglass left Mr. Covey and
moved to Mr. Freeland. Mr. William Freeland was a good
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master who provided good foods and tools to the slaves. He
used to treat fairly well to everyone. Here, Douglass started
the teaching to slaves how to read and write on every Sunday
school. His purpose was to train other slaves for escape and
take a plan and risk. It would be possible after teaching them
what is right and wrong about the slavery life. After knowing
this, each and every slave person would be revolt against this
brutal system. In 1835, Douglass began to think seriously
about escaping with other slaves. Once, he tried to run away
for escaping with other slaves but he was found out. The first
attempt was failed and arrested the whole group by master
and sent to jail. His spirit was greatly depressed by this failure.
Thomas Auld came to the jail and arranged for Douglass’s
release. In this way, he was released back into the custody of
his master in Baltimore. He was sent to Auld’s brother named
Hugh, because Auld feared that someone will kill him.

Douglass explains the final chapter of his auto-
biography in which he portrays the part of his life during he
escaped from slavery system. He says that he was unable to
give a detailed account of his escaping journey, because when
this book was published, slavery system was still continuing
in the society. If he would share detailed journey of escaping
so it would be difficult to escape other slaves. However, he
described escaping briefly and asserted that they used the
Underground Railroad which helped to fugitive slaves for
escaping to the north or Canada. He called here ““‘the upper
ground railroad” he honours to all those men and women for
their noble daring to escape from such a evil practices. The
excitement of being free was soon tempered by loneliness
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and fear of being captured and kidnapped. After Fortunately,
Douglass met to David Ruggles, an abolitionist who gave
advises to move towards New Bedford, Massachusetts where
he could simply find work.

Douglass mentioned here the first time his wife Anna
Murray who was a freed woman. They both were met in
Maryland at first time. After escaping from slavery, she also
joined with Douglass in New York City. They were married
onsept.15, 1938 and immediately travelled to New Bedford.
Here Douglass met to Nathan Johnson who was an
abolitionist. Douglass stayed with him there and Johnson
suggested changing the name in order to hide from slave
hunters. In this way, he named as ‘Fredrick Douglass’. He
was greatly surprised after experiencing the luxuries life in
the north. He had not imagined this life before the time.

Another turning point was occurred in the life of
Douglass that he got chance upon ‘The Liberator’ an
abolitionist newspaper and became a prominent member of
the antislavery movement. He addressed to people while
attending the antislavery convention on August 1841. He
presents economic arguments against slavery. ‘Slavery
system is a thief” he said. Greed was clearly one of the
fundamental ingredients of slavery. He directly mentioned
about the greed and power of slave hunters in the evil system.
He was also mentioned about racism. He was unable to
choose his right profession because of racism.

Fugitive act of 1850, legitimize fugitive slave hunting
in Free states. Douglass said that money become a necessary
key for freedom because it needed many to buy his passage
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to New York. He says that the northern living conditions were
better and free efficient process than southern. The white
and black workers were healthier, happier and prosperous
than the south. Douglass heartily embraces the kind of
capitalism which he has seen in the north.

Douglass added an appendix in certain editions of his
‘Narrative’. He wants to explain here that he is not the man
of anti-religion. He cleared that he is only against of
slaveholders who are torturing, abusing and giving puni-
shment to poor slaves. Douglass gives respect to the
Christianity of Christ, the pure love, peaceable and impartial
Christianity but he hates to the corrupted slaveholders who
used to whipping to men and women, cradle plundering, cruel
treat to slaves, sexual exploitation, harassment, partial and
hypocritical Christianity of this land. He explained the climax
of Christianity in this appendix. He said that we have men
stealers, men and women whippers for missionaries, cradle
plunderers for church member, the man robs of others
earnings, men who sells women for purpose of prostitution
etc. such a kind of religious fellow cannot be truly followers
of Christianity. In this way, Douglass directly opposed to
hypocrite fellow. Douglass wanted to focus on the truly
teaching of the pure religion. Christianity teaches good
morals, also teaches lessons of the way of life and their
salvation, advocacy of purity. The religion proclaims a
religious duty to read the Bible but slaveholders denies to
all slaves for the right of learning. Slaves had no any right to
read the Bible as well as recite the name of god who made to
everyone. Douglass explored here that he saw the thief
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preaching against theft, adulterer against adultery, the men
sold to build churches, women sold to support the gospel,
babes sold to purchase the Bible in the society. According
to Douglass, such type of learning can to be matched for
good religion. He asserts that;

“Poor heathen! All for the glory of god and the
good of souls!” (24)

The slave auctioneers bell was bitter cries of the heart
broken sound drowned in the religion shouts of his pious
master. The slave prison and the church stands near to each
other. Here the religion and robbery allies of each other-
‘devils dressed in angels,” robes, hell, presenting the
semblance of paradise. At last he says, I soberly affirm is
true to the life and without caricature or the heights
exaggeration. In this way, Douglass highlighted the issues of
American slavery and hastening the glad day of deliverance
to the millions of brethren in bonds. He asserts faithfully
replying upon the power of truth, love and justice, for success
his humble efforts, and solemnly promising.

Douglass uses various themes in this present narrative.
He highlights the theme of ignorance which meant the
society used to keep ignorant to all slaves. The people of the
society believed that blacks were incapable for participating
in the civil society. They should only keep as a worker for
whites. Slaves were always neglected from basic facts in their
whole life. Whites keep power over blacks and prevent them
to read and write because literacy would give them a sense
of self sufficiency and capability. In this way, slaves were
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remained always ignorant in the society from their basic
needs. Another most important theme was used by Douglass
in this narrative that is ‘knowledge as the path to freedom’.
There was not any right to take an education for slaves in the
society that is why; slave owners always keep ignorant to
slaves from receiving an education. They would think that if
slaves seek knowledge then definitely it must be the way of
freedom. ‘Suffering in the slavery’ this is another prominent
theme used by Douglass. He was eyewitness for many horror
incidents like a whipping, beating, abusing, harassment, rape
on women, treated like the animals etc.

Douglass also highlighted the big issue of religion
and criticised on slave owners who claims to be truly
Christians. He estimated that the slaveholders cannot be a
faithful religious preacher because; they did not follow to
the real Christian thoughts and always remained the follower
of hypocrisy. In this way, Douglass also focused on the main
theme of this narrative that is ‘the slavery is big issue’. He
tried to convince to people that slavery was wrong practice
and this is a really against the rights of human beings. He
described the actual problems of slavery system and how to
do the revolt against this system for getting freedom. In this
way, this book remains one of the most important historical
documents of African American English literature.

The understated methods found in Douglass’s
narrative, for the purpose of the illustration about slavery
system. The slaveholders used some strategies that were
proposed to decrease the slaves’ confidence in their abilities
to act freely, deny the skills of a painful literacy, rob the



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -122

slaves of a liberating silence, increase slave sense of
“gratitude,” and dismantle any relationships of family and
community.

This struggle frequently balanced the weight of
oppressive education. Still, the widespread use of these
strategies found in Douglass’s narrative and suggested that
oppressive education was supposed to be at least somewhat
successful in overpowering slave struggle. To the point that
these strategies of domination were effective, it appeared
believable that they pointed to sure human psychological
replies relating to freedom and domination. The slaveholders
understood these particularities as weak points and decided
to exploit them in domination. In addition, it may be possible
to opposite these strategies of oppression so that they
encourage to freedom instead of tighten it.

The Slaveholders started to decrease the Slaves
people’s confidence in acting freely. According to Douglass,
slaveholders wanted slaves to feel anxious with the thoughts
of liberty. Sometimes, during the holidays when the slaves
were not working, at that time the slaveholders actively
encouraging to their slaves to get drunk. With this remark,
Douglass rebuilds the mind of the slaveholder as follow;

“Thus, when the slave asks for virtuous freedom, the
cunning Slaveholder, knowing his ignorance, cheats him
with a dose of Vicious dissipation artfully labelled with
the named of liberty....Many of us were led to think that
there was little to choose between liberty and slavery....So,
when the holidays ended, we staggered up from the filth
of our wallowing, took a deep breath, and marched to the
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field, feeling, upon the whole, rather glad to go, from what
our master had deceived us into a belief was freedom,
back to the arms of slavery....The mode here adopted to
disgust the slave with freedom, by allowing him to see only
the abuse of it, is carried out in other things. (25)

Thus, this method, of course, could just to be
understood as a crude effort to deprive their basic rights and
not to think seriously about freedom. They wanted to make
slaves as physically as well as psychologically handicapped.

However, Douglass’s stated that slaves were led to
think about a positive way, but they were cheated into a trust
and involving with slaveholders. They also wanted to deprive
their slaves from deeply think about their rights and liberty.
They wanted the slaves to think in a certain way about how
they would performance if assumed their liberty. They wanted
the slaves to think of themselves as failing to acquire the
freedom. In this way, sometimes slave people were also failed
to understand the value of liberty.

Another strategy of slaveholders implemented that
to ban education for slave people. According to Douglass,
reading such books was not pleasant experience for him
because books were not available for him time to time. He
recognized the importance of education while he was
enslaved man and it was the only way to success towards
freedom. Thus, Douglass shared his experiences through the
following statement:

“As [ writhed under it,  would at times feel that learning
to read had been a curse rather than a blessing. It had
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given me a view of my wretched condition, without the
remedy. It opened my eyes to the horrible pit, but to no
ladder upon which to get out. In moments of agony, I envied
my fellow- slaves for their stupidity. I have often wished
myself a beast”. (26)

Douglass expressed emotional experiences; he stated
here that “writhed under” his “curse” of literacy. Douglass
did not read because it was always exciting or because a
teacher had taught him the “joy of reading” but because he
was known reading as an opportunity to explore the
possibilities of the life, even with all the aching and conflicts
requires. The solution existed in providing the skills of
literacy and evidently but not just any literacy as liberation
needs a certain kind of literacy. The literacy that is called
for covers an authoritative to read broadly, seriously, and in
a way that challenges to remove anxieties of the readers.

A similar low point happened after Douglass’s first
escape attempt. He was referred to live with one Mr. Gardner
in Baltimore where he worked in the shipyards and capitulated
to a similar inactiveness. Again, it was continuous work which
crushed Douglass’s spirit. Then, He writes as:

“When in Mr. Gardner’s employment, [ was kept in such
a perpetual whirl of excitement, I could think of nothing,
scarcely, but my life; and in thinking of my life, I almost
forgot my liberty” (27)

Douglass here again gossips that continuous
disturbance can prevent to freedom thinking. The master tried
to disturb continuously the mind of slave people, because
they should not so much aware about their fundamental rights.
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Slaveholders always used to keep away to slaves from
their community and family, so separation was the chief
method they used in the system. Given this idea of freedom,
it is easy to say that why slavery has been considered by its
denial of community, particularly its negation of family?.
The separating of children from their families was a common
part of operations that try to find to impose foreign values
and lifestyles. During American slavery, Johnson detects,
“every advance into enslaved society every reliance on
another, every child, friend, or lover, every social relation
held within it the threat of its own dissolution.”’ 11 Slaves,
and other troubled people, were systematically prohibited
from making the security of family and community bonds.
Douglass refers to this practice in this way:

“My mother and I were separated when I was but an
infant- before I knew her as my mother. It is a common
custom, in the part of Maryland from which I ran away, to
part children from their mothers at a very early age.
Frequently, before the child has reached its twelfth month,
its mother is taken from it, and hired out on some farm a
considerable distance off, and the child is placed under
the care of an old woman too old for field labour. For what
this separation is done, I do not know, unless it is to hinder
the development of the child s affection toward its mother,
and to blunt and destroy the natural affection of the mother
for the child. This is the inevitable result.” (28)

Douglass suggested a technique of the slaveholders’
stupidity. He suspected that this practice was not just applied
for economic motives, or it was not only about placing able-
bodied family members where they would be the most
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creative. Instead, Douglass indicted that the separation was
done for another reason that was to break natural bonds of
affection. Another question arises here about the separation
that, Why would slaveholders want to destroy the family and
community ties? Douglass’s narrative suggestions that why
this was done. There was a correlation between the times
Douglass most actively required to escape from domination
and the times when he admitted to create the closest personal
relationships. Douglass’s first attempt to escape matched
with his formation of a Sabbath school attended by some
fellow slaves who were to become his dear friends. Of these
relationships Douglass writes:

“We were linked and interlinked with each other. I loved
them with a love strong than anything I have experienced
since....I have never loved any or confided in any people
more than my fellow slaves, and especially those with
whom [ lived at Mr. Freelands. I believe we would have
died for each other. ... We never moved separately. We were
one....” (29)

Hence, when Douglass firmly determined to escape, it was a
communal issue:

“I was anxious to have them participate with me in this,
my life giving determination”(30).

Inappropriately, Douglass’s first escape try happened
in 1835 and it was a failure before it had begun, and at last
the result of this incident, he was separated from his co-
conspirators and the community of the Sabbath school. In
1838, Douglass, then in Baltimore, determined to escape
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for a second time. This motivation got up again when
Douglass was enclosed by a community. Upon planning the
second escape, his only unwillingness was that;

“I had a number of warm hearted friends in Baltimore,-
friends that I loved almost as I did my life.” (31)

So it was noted that exactly the same type of
relationship was described as a relationship valued as much
as life itself. While acknowledging guilt at having to leave
this community, it was then that Douglass attempted his
escape. This time the escape was successful and he passed
into the North and later became the legendary orator and
abolitionist.

Thus, this correlation between Douglass’s escape tries
to find the closeness of his social neighbouring which offers
one clue to why slaveholders feared to bond of community.
At least in the case of Douglass, the times when he made his
most determined struggles to achieve freedom. There was
also the time when he was enclosed by particularly close
personal relationships. So, it creates sense that oppressive
powers would seek to dissolve family and banned to
community ties. There was the practical side of things
happened that the slaves frequently turned to family and
friends that’s why the practical support got to slave people
to escape from bondage. Johnson stated that;

“Families and friends helped some slaves escape the slave
trade entirely and gave others a chance to negotiate the
terms of their sale into the trade.” (32)

Secondly, the relationship of family and friends
produces contending commitments that interfere with the
slave’s entire participation in the needs of the master.
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Community provides people status, obligations, and
responsibilities. Though family relations are themselves
instinctive, the sense of duty and responsibility they appeal
to rivals the sense of obligation. For the slaveholder, such a
competition was dangerous; thus the family separation was
the logical policy which implemented by the slaveholders.
Third, the emotional link between family and friends offers
visions into possibilities of human relationships. When a
slave familiarities with loving family and community
relationships, then they are able to compare and dissimilarity
those relationships with the master-servant relationship.
Douglass writes here;

“I suffered more anxiety than most of my fellow slaves. 1
had known what it was to be kindly treated; they had known
nothing of the kind.” (33)

It appears the realization of better kinds of rela-
tionships prepared slavery even more unbearable than before.
Having a new kind of relationship knowing what it was to be
treated kindly released a sense of increased disappointment.

His entire journey to freedom took less than 24 hours.
Douglass later wrote of his arrival in New York City:

“I have often been asked, how I felt when first I found
myself on free soil. And my readers may share the same
curiosity. There is scarcely anything in my experience
about which I could not give a more satisfactory answer. A
new world had opened upon me. If life is more than breath,
and the “quick round of blood,” I lived more in one day
than in a year of my slave life. It was a time of joyous
excitement which words can but tamely describe. In a letter
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written to a friend soon after reaching New York, I said: “I
felt as one might feel upon escape from a den of hungry
lions.” Anguish and grief, like darkness and rain, may be
depicted; but gladness and joy, like the rainbow, defy the
skill of pen or pencil . ( 34)

Fredrick Douglass’s second an autobiography ‘My
Bondage And My Freedom (1855). He was significantly
revised the key portion of his early narrative and extended
the story of his life and included his own experiences in
detailed as well as his traveling lectures in the united states,
England, Ireland, Scotland and wales. This novel also begins
with his birth like his early narrative but he described it in
detailed manner.

It primarily focused on his encounter with racism in
the northern states, his role in the abolition, his decision to
break away from William Lloyd Garrison and the white
abolitionist leaders leads to establish the primacy of the black
voice in the call to end the slavery. In this present novel,
Douglass tries to describe the reality of slavery in detailed
manner. He retells all his experiences of his slavery life.
‘My Bondage and My Freedom’ is an example of eternal fight
and resistance against injustice. He described the essence
of the slavery as a system and exposed why such an injustice
exists and what should be done to emancipate it. The
prejudices have created in the society about slaves that the
black people cannot be performing intellectually. But,
Douglass proved himself to be more educated and intelligent
than white people. The search of identification for the black
Americans was the main goal of the narrator’s life. He spared
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no powers or time in accomplishing his goals. He always
considered the most effective an emancipation of slavery
was improvement of rights of free black people. He devoted
his whole life for slave people’s justice.

Douglass had written this book after becoming better
educated and more mature in this field. This well-known
book was divided into two periods; the first part described
his life as a slave and the second about his life as a freeman.
He had composed his best narrative in response to a sceptical
public as a proof of his enslavement and become literate
citizen like common man. According to historian David W.
Blight’s statement about the work ‘My Bondage and My
Freedom’:

“It may be the greatest slave narrative ever written”. (52)

Douglass describes the white community of
tuckahoe as ‘indolent and drunken’. He explained the
unawareness of southern custom regarding slaves as well as
proclaimed that the parenthood is inappropriate where slaves
are concerned. Douglass describes his childhood in detailed
in his second novel. He spent his childhood with his
grandparents named Betsey and Isaac Baily. They used to live
in a cabin and Betsey was a good nurse who adept making
fishing nets. Betsey had five daughters named as Jenny,
Esther, Milly, Priscilla and Harriet. In this way, Fredrick
Douglass was the son of Harriet and grandchild of Betsey.
Many more grandchildren engaged with Betsey’s cabin.

‘My Bondage and My Freedom’ this narrative is the
masterpiece work of Douglass. In this work, he mentioned
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as different person who politicized crafted the work and
opposed to the twenty seven year old orator of 1855. Here,
he wanted to show his identity through literacy. At first
Douglass reminded to readers that the author already free
and ready to practice of literacy to occupy in an epic argument
with his country. The British abolitionist Julia Griffiths
resided in Rochester, New York, served as a co-editor of
Douglass’s newspaper. This book achieved whatever Douglass
wanted and felt that words can shape and correct the history.
He had done the brilliant argument that human pride depended
directly upon community recognition. He portrays about
himself that he is the reluctant prophet who must tell his
own story for whole human family and thought that the
humanity of his people must be demonstrated before a resist
world. Douglass furthermore says about the transformations,
losses and gains of his life. He had to share many more ideas
about slavery life and his independence. In this way, he became
amore reflective and analytical thinker as well as truly black
leader. He used to widely recognize as an exponent of the
self-reliance and elevation of blacks and their communities.
Douglass’s very good friend and ideological soul mate James
McCune Smith, asked to introduce for this well-known book.
Smith was also born in slavery in New York City and freed
by ‘The Emancipation Act’ of the state of New York in 1827.
He also didn’t know about his authentic identity like
Douglass. After independence from slavery, Smith achieved
good education and opened a medical practice centre and a
pharmacy in lower Manhattan. In his spare time, Smith worked
as an abolitionist and a polymath writer etc. he wrote on
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various subjects like abolitionist strategies to moral
philosophy, natural sciences to ethnology and chess, from
American slavery history towards the world history. Smith
and Douglass continually were writing and shared a common
respect for a life of the mind of black men. They shared the
experiences of racism outside and inside the antislavery
movement. When Douglass published his first newspaper ‘The
North Star’ Mccunne Smith specially praised that;

“I love Fredrick Douglass for his whole souled out ness,
that is the secret of his noble thoughts and far reaching
sympathies. You will be surprised to hear me say that only
since his editorial career has he begun to become a
coloured man! I have read his paper very carefully and
find phrase develop itself as regularly as in one newly
born among us.” (58)

Mccunne Smith imposed a great introduction of this
novel and declaring as the former slave the embodiment of
the cause of human equality, leader among “the living
exemplars of the practicability of the most radical
abolitionism”. He described Douglass’s ‘sacred thirst for
liberty and learning’. He asserted that Douglass’s techniques
were used as “memory, logic, wit, sarcasm, invective, pathos
and bold imagery of rare structural beauty”. In this way,
Douglass had written an American book for Americans in
the fullest sense of the idea. Douglass’s friend moved to him
to political description of the determination and power of
words doing the work of revolution. He gave to his own
experiences of slavery which provided a model for just when
optimistic and determined memory creates in the human
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being. His friend Smith always admired that rare alliance
between passion and intellect as a biographer. He ack-
nowledged about Douglass that “descriptive and declamatory
powers, logical force, style, intellectual puzzles of his
literary style and Negroblood. As the literary scholar Robert
Alter writes;

“It was the old testament prophets who spoke so
compellingly to the American situation of the nineteenth
century and gave the essence of style to it’s best writers.
He says style is not merely a constellation of aesthetic
properties but the vehicle of a particular vision of reality”

Douglass brilliantly depicted the slaveholders as
mental unease about the wicked system and they practiced
without any fear on the plantation. His past was so dangerous
but he returned to it over and over, he made memory into art
brilliantly and mischievously employing its authority, its
elusiveness, its truths, its charms etc. described the brutal
contrasts and reached for truth. In this novel, he showed
himself as a young leader among his fellow slaves and even
the potentially violent black rebel. In 1845, Douglass wrote
that the master Auld found him merely unsuitable due to his
urban Baltimore experiences. But by 1855, he had changed
to the tale as much more aggressive rebellions invoking the
blood curdling image of slave rebellion. He reveals the sound
of slave life in depth in his second narrative. He created a
vision in which only violence could result and brutal
condition shown argued the entire nation would find itself.
In this way, he portrayed his sojourn in the British isles as in
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part an education in self-realization and political action. The
ways of racial prejudice aboard the Cambria helped him as a
strange to get fairly before the British public. However, in
this novel contained many elements of the prophetic
traditions as like warnings, destruction and reinvention.

A decade later, in his second an autobiography, My
Bondage and My Freedom (1855), Douglass was chara-
cterized the challenging force of authority in the passage
mentioning to his first public speech at the antislavery
convention held in Nantucket: Garrison stated that “me as
his text”. He evidently condemns the way the Garrisonians
achievement his story for the purpose of gaining changes to
their reason. As some critics advised that, My Bondage and
My Freedom was a declaration of independence. It is not
simply an enlarged narrative with additional details and new
information about his life, but after the meeting with
Garrison in 1841, the episode with which he closes his
previous narrative. Fredrick Douglass makes the reader aware
of differences between the 1845 and the 1855 autobiography
from the beginning. The opening “Editor s Preface,” for
example, is nothing more than a preface written by himself,
since the anonymous editor quickly gives way to
“Douglass s letter,” by saying that “the best Preface to
this volume” is perhaps provided by the author's letter ,
and thus leaves Douglass to authenticate his own story.
This 1s a kind of a parody of the Phillip’s letter headingthe
Narrative, and a bold challenge to the tradition of slave
narratives In which black authors have been taken in someone
else’s text.
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The difference between the Douglass as a slave and
the present matured Douglas was felt him much changed when
he co-worked with Garrisonians. He exposes in the novel
‘My Bondage and My Freedom’ the way in which he was
demonstrated like a rare animal on the stage:

“I was generally introduced as a ‘chattel’—a ‘thing—a
piece of southern ‘property — the chairman assuring the
audience that it could speak.” (36)

One of his abolitionist friends tried to speak as;

“pin me down to my simple narrative,” and another
said,

“Give us the facts . . . we will take care of the philosophy”
(37)

This superior attitude of his northern friends
designates not only their monitoring power over his story
but also their deprivation of his particular voice by treating
him like an thoughtless child. Douglass speeches his disgust
for being focused to repeat the same simple story:

“I could not always obey, for I was now reading and
thinking. New views of the subject were presented to my
mind. It did not entirely satisfy me to narrate wrongs, |
felt like denouncing them”. (38)

Fredrick Douglass narrated his novel ‘My Bondage
and My Freedom,’ so easily and freely. Here, he places less
emphasis on the lack of knowledge about his father. In the
narrative the lack of knowledge about the paternal lineage is
closely associated with the common ignorance that
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slaveholders forced upon slave children. Its opening passage
communicates to the reader that he knew nothing of his
birthday or age, (month and year), and that this lack of
information was “a source of unhappiness to me even
during my childhood” (39). Thus, My Bondage and My
Freedom no longer lament the non-appearance of father but
explain the slavery system that ignores the father from the
slave family:

“Genealogical trees do not flourish among slaves. A
person of some consequence here in the north, sometimes
designated father, is literally abolished in slave law and
slave practice.” (40)

Douglass reduces the term “unhappiness” that carries
his personal sentimentality and uses the more independent
language that his helplessness to tell his exact age was one
of his earliest difficulties.

Douglass’s viewpoint of slavery explores into more
worldwide discussion of the institution, he challenges the
dominant anti-slavery discourse. My Bondage and My
Freedom presents a much more complex relationship of the
master to the slave people which parting from the conflicts
of the abolitionist rhetoric, the devilish wickedness of the
slaveholders and the helplessness of the poor slave,
Referring to the extreme gap, for instance, between the luxury
of slaveholders and the poverty and physical unhappiness of
slaves. So, Douglass soon overturns the vision of presenting
the higher laws, as he converts the somewhat proslavery
phrase, “slavery is a greater evil to the master than to the
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slave,” that echoes Thomas Jefferson or the selfish mistress
Marie St. Clare in Uncle Tom’s Cabin, into a true antislavery
dissertation, carrying a tone of worrying warning .

It is foregrounded through these incidents the slaves’
ability to see through the master’s dishonesty without see-
through their vision. By placing more burdens on their power
to hold the truth rather than on their helplessness, My
Bondage and My Freedom turn out the commonly accepted
view of dutiful slaves. The class relationship between the
master and the slave is no longer stable to the author of the
1855 autobiography. In examining a planned description in
Nat Turner’s “Confessions” that Douglass take over,
Sandquist employs Orlando Patterson’s concept of “the
master-slave relation as one of “parasitism’ an idea prolonged
from the Hegelian philosophy:

3

‘... the master, by various paternalistic strategies that
amounted to self-deceptions rather than statements of
natural relations, camouflaged his own parasitic
dependence on the slave with the pretense that slaves were
parasites upon their masters. For their part, slaves in turn
camouflaged, or masked, their resistance to slavery—and
hence the nature of their freedom through consciousness—
only on occasion removing the mask and exposing the
parasitic relationship of slavery as an “ideological
inversion of reality.” (41)

As Sandquist proposes that, “Douglass s first plan
of the collective escape is described in a framework of
conspiracy”. He first starts to instruct his friends and pouring
his ideas of justice into their minds and opening their eyes
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to their natural right towards the liberty. They used to gather
regularly in a secret place to discourse their fight for
independence: “These meetings must have resembled, on
a small scale, the meetings of revolutionary conspirators,
in their primary condition”. Douglass raises and justifies
their system of disobedience by enclosing it in the American
Revolution. And he associated with their heroic willpower
to escape from their cruel rulers with the philosophy of the
Declaration of Independence. In this revolutionary plot, he
associated himself with the founding fathers or the black
heroes of the past revolts, like Nat Turner and Denmark
Vesey, and highlighted the heavy responsibility he has taken
for the fortune of his fellow members as:

“I was the instigator of the movement. The
responsibility

of the whole enterprise rested on my shoulders” (42)

He thus stimulates the Black Nationalism that
worships black heroism in the revolutionary standard. The
Fourth-of-July speech reproduces George Harris’s
rebellious speech addressed to Mr. Wilson who is
sympathetic for George’s Inadequate condition as a slave but
at the same time addresses against his breaking the country
law:

“My country again! Mr. Wilson, you have a country,; but
what country have 1, or any one like me, born of slave
mothers? What laws are there for us? We don t make them,
—we don 't consent to them, —we have nothing to do with
them, all they do for us is to crush us, and keep us down.
Haven't I heard your Fourth-of-July speeches? Don t you
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tell us all, once a year, that governments derive their just
power from the consent of the governed? Can't a fellow
think, that hears such things? (43)

In the year 1850 when the Fugitive Slave Law
approved the Congress to the period when ‘My Bondage and
My Freedom’ was written, the struggle over the slavery
problem between the North and the South had developed so
serious that the slightest provocation could affected off a
war. The Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 meant an effective
growth of slavery as the name “popular sovereignty” and
carried about violent skirmishes between pro- and anti-
slavery factions. Garrison’s moral suasion based on
Christianity alone appeared incapable to manage with the
bloody Kansas. Influenced by Gerrit Smith who broke away
from the Garrisonian group for more practical policies and
to whom this volume is completely dedicated, Douglass
definitely shifted towards more political Unionist ideology
meanwhile the policy of disunion appeared to him to remove
his suffering associated in the South. Grounded on the theory
of the American Revolution, Douglass declares that slavery
is un-American and that rebelling slaves are more American
than the white people, more truthful to the Declaration of
Independence, the very blessed document of American
republicanism. He notifies to the southern whites in the
language of Jeremiad against their deviation from the original
spirit of the American document and the coming revenge
for their drop from the ideal. He explained in My Bondage
and My Freedom that the slaveholder is a;
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b

“violator of the just and inalienable rights of man’
(emphasis mine) whether he is sympathetic or cruel and
that he “never lisps a syllable in commendation of the
fathers of this republic, nor denounces any attempted
oppression of himself, without inviting the knife to his own
throat, and asserting the rights of rebellion for his own
slaves” (44)

Thus, Douglass encourages that whoever supports the
system of slavery, is a collaborator to the United States. It is
the white majority, not the black Protestants that are departed
from the perfect republic.

In the letter put in the preface to the second
autobiography, Douglass claimed that he had never argued
the slavery problem on a personal level alone, but somewhat
for the worldwide humanity and this book is;

“not to illustrate any heroic achievements of man, but to
vindicate a just and beneficent principle, in its application
to the whole human family, by letting in the light of truth
upon a system.” (45)

The worldwide aspect, he stresses here certainly
represents this volume when compared with the earlier one.
The main theme of the novel is surely slavery and all the
bondage which this “institution” implies. The main character
tells a story of his life, and presents detailed descriptions of
his life as a slave. But he delves deeper in his contemplations
of slavery and the slave system than only retelling what he
has come through when being a slave. The essence of the
very slave system is rooted in absence of humanity and goes
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years back when his ancestors were stolen from Africa and
brought to America with a purpose to be sold as property.
But with years passed the essence of slavery became wider
in its interpretation and slavery itself becomes an institution
and is often personified by the narrator: “Slavery can change
a saint into a sinner, and an angel into a demon”. With
consideration upon slavery system the narrator does not
blame the slaveholders as, ti his opinion, they are the victims
of the slavery the same way as the slaves. It is absence of
humanity which is to be blamed.

Fredrick Douglass represented various themes in
his novel ‘My Bondage and My Freedom’. The most important
theme of family can be drawn in the beginning of the narrative,
but this theme unties the ideas of absence of the family as a
social institution. A common slave rarely recognizes their
parents and if even knows they feel no much affection as the
very idea of purity of family. Already, it was destroyed by
slaveholders and such a method was considered very
effective. As few attachments make the slave more
dependable through mind and it was the best system to break
the slave people’s life.

Another theme was found that the images of violence
which performed against the slaves and they were vividly
scattered through the whole novel. The violence was
performed by slaveholders against the slaves as like beatings,
whippings, and abusing etc., were common things. These
systems were showed to be the best instructive ones in
making a slave obedient. Along with whippings violence
against slaves, the masters were treated to slaves in hunger.
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Means, the slaveholders frequently tend to starve their slaves
and they used to give them enough food to stay alive. The
slaves did not get too much food so they remained hungry
most of the time. A whipping was a common tool in creating
violence among the slaves. In this way, it became a symbol
of obedience. It is mentioned to by the narrator as a self-
governing remedy for every form of disobedience, temporal
or spiritual. It was always used by masters with cruel hand
and narrated thought that the whip gave a lesson which was
called genteel flogging.

The most important theme of knowledge depicted
in the novel which was the pathway towards freedom. The
narrator recognizes the value of education means ability to
read and write. The more information can be obtained only
through these abilities. Thus, knowledge helped author to
escape from slavery system. Writing and reading are now
talents demanded of everyone, but in the slavery system these
abilities were forbidden by the slaveholders. There was
banned to take education for slaves. In Douglass’s novel My
Bondage and My Freedom he states:

“ The slaveholder, as well as the slave, is the victim of
the slave system. A man's character greatly takes its hue
and shape from the form and color of things about him.
Under the whole heavens there is no relation more
unfavorable to the development of honorable character,
than that sustained by the slaveholder to the slave. (46)

The system of slavery agreed to those in charge to
perform without reason and without guilt for their actions,
as realized in Mr. Plummer’s incident. Mr. Plummer was
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beaten one of his slaves and she went to old master for shelter
where she was threatened again and turned away from there.
This kind of behaviour of masters, Douglass stated as “a part
of the system, rather than part of the man” (47). Whatsoever,
the slave had beaten maybe didn’t justify that kind of beating
and few activities demand for such violence. Still Though,
Mr. Plummer sensed that he had beaten her brutally for her
wrong actions. He beat her violently and without regret or
remedy for his actions, he represented overpoweringly much
like an animal.

Edmund Fuller (1914 — 2001) was an American
educator, editor, novelist, historian, and literary critic. He
wrote the most important his novel ‘A Star Pointed North’ in
1946 which was a historical novel and based on the life of
Frederick Douglass. He also included some another
characters as William Lloyd Garrison, John Brown, Harriet

Tubman, Abraham Lincoln, and his successor as president,
Andrew Johnson. (48)

Fredrick Douglass is the protagonist of Richard
Bradbury’s novel Riversmeet which was published in
Muswell Press, 2007. It is a fictionalized account of
Douglass’ 1845 discourse tour of the British Isles. Another
author Colum McCann was referred to Douglass in his work
Trans Atlantic (2013). The most important period of
Douglass was described by author this work. Actually,
Douglass’ time in Ireland is fictionalized in this work. (49)

Then, comedic depiction of Douglass is made in
James McBride’s 2013 novel ‘The Good Lord Bird’. It is
published in 2013 by James McBride which is about Henry
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Shackleford. He was an enslaved person who unites with John
Brown in Brown’s abolitionist mission. This novel won the
National Book Award for Fiction in 2013 and received usually
positive reviews from critics. Henry describes his encounters
with Frederick Douglass, Harriet Tubman, and the actions at
John Brown’s attack on Harpers Ferry. The book is described
in the first person through Henry. (50)

Roy Finkenbine claimed about the great author Fredrick
Douglass and his literary narratives as below :

“The most influential African American of the
nineteenth century, Douglass made a career of agitating the
American conscience. He spoke and wrote on behalf of a
variety of reform causes: women’s rights, temperance, peace,
land reform, free public education, and the abolition of capital
punishment. But he devoted the bulk of his time, immense
talent, and boundless energy to ending slavery and gaining
equal rights for African Americans. These were the central
concerns of his long reform career. Douglass understood
that the struggle for emancipation and equality demanded
forceful, persistent, and unyielding agitation. And he
recognized that African Americans must play a conspicuous
role in that struggle. Less than a month before his death,
when a young black man solicited his advice to an African
American just starting out in the world, Douglass replied
without hesitation: 3 Agitate! Agitate! Agitate!3 (51)

Thus, This book holds one of the most touching
stories that I have ever read, and it surprises me the most
about the whole subject is that its a true story of Douglass’
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life. Douglass did a masterful job of using his own
experiences to represent the injustice of slavery to the world.
In this way, as the central character he is able to keep the
reader attentive in himself and express the true story of his
life.

In this way, the author tries to acquire the knowledge
about slavery system in detail. Author focuses on the essence
of the slavery as a system and enable to reader to know why
such an injustice occurs and what should be done to
emancipate it. Actually, a slave is not only a slave in physical
sense but also affected with psychological aspect. Slaves
always deprived from power of words and thoughts etc.
African-American people deeplyhave wounded by slavery
system. Through this brutal practice slaves were placed their
particular human status in the society and turning them into
victims. They were always deprived from their rights due to
such kind of culture. Thus, Slavery had done enough to
produce prejudices in society and the chief prejudice was
that the black people cannot perform intellectually and
considered to them as a black colours associated with
hopelessness. The greatest author and leader of the
antislavery movement named as Frederick Douglass proved
that how wrong this statement was. Actually, Douglass himself
was more educated and intelligent than some white people
but as per the brutal culture of the society everything was
worthless. The search of identification for black Americans
was the foremost goal of the narrator’s life and he struggled
a lot for achieving his goals.
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thus, in this chapter we have focused on the slavery
system and studied to an exponent author Fredrick Douglass
who was born as an enslaved person. Through his writings
and speeches, he expressed his experiences as a slave and
described the actual condition of slaves in the slavery. The
most important aspect came to know that his struggle to
escape from slavery and become social activist and leader.
We have studied in this chapter to the great author Frederick
Douglass. Through his narratives we enabled to understand
the actual condition of enslaved person. We got some
findings from his well-known writings such as, the brutal
condition of enslaved people, they were always deprived
from their basic rights, they were daily exploited by
slaveholders, they were deprived from education, while doing
work enduring punishment from masters, every slave became
a victim of harassment, exploitation, abusing, beating and
whipping, most slaves remained hungry after doing hard work,
masters used to give too much difficult work to slaves
without remuneration, trade of buying and selling to slaves,
mother children separation as tragic movement, sexual
exploitation of slave women by slaveholders, banned
education for slaves etc. however, these all issue existed in
this work. Because of these all problems, some slave people
started to revolt against this evil system. Fredrick Douglass
was started revolt against slavery and struggled a lot for
escaping from slavery. He fought against the slavery for
liberty of all slaves till his last movement. After escaping,
he began to march against slavery system through his writing
and speeches. Thus, many people were motivated from
Douglass and enabled to understand the actual rights of the
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common people in the society. Douglass was joined the
antislavery movement and become leader of this social
reform movement. This movement was established for stop
the slavery system and struggled a lot for the rights of free
black people. However, because of this purpose he devoted
his whole life for getting freedom and justice to slave people.
Such a great personality would be remained in mind forever.
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Chapter-111

Slavery Crises and Emancipation: Uncle
Tom’s Cabin and Ministers Wooing

Hrriet Beecher Stowe was the greatest an American
abolitionist and author. She was born in Hitch field,
Connecticut on June 14, 1811. She belongs to a famous
religious family. Her mother was named Roxana and father
an outspoken Calvinist preacher named as Lyman Beecher.
Roxana was a deeply religious woman who died when Harriet
was only five years old. Harriet got inspiration to write
something about slaves from when she saw in Cincinnati,
Ohio trade and shipping business was booming on the Ohio
River. There was drawing some numerous migrants from
different parts of the country, including a lot of escaped
slaves. Irish immigrants who were worked on the state’s
canals and railroads as well as bounty hunters always used to
seeking theme. The ethnic Irish was attacked on blacks and
destroying areas of the city, because they were trying to push
out to all the black people for job. At that time Harriet
Beecher Stowe met to a number of African Americans who
were suffered in those attacks. She understood the actual
condition of those poor black people who were facing many
problems in the society. Therefore, she decided to contribute
the experiences of slave people in her writing and started to
write about slavery.
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Harriet was also influenced by the Lane Debates
which was on slavery. The biggest event was ever to take place
at Lane. It was the series of debates on eighteen days in
February 1834. The debate was between colonization and
abolition defenders. It was finally won by Theodore Weld
and other abolitionist. Harriet’s father and trustees afraid of
more violence between abolitionist and white anti-
abolitionist, that’s why they prohibited any further discussion
on the concern topic.

Harriet met to Rev. Calvin Ellis Stowe in the literary
club at Lane. He was widower professor of Biblical literature
at the seminary. He was the prominent critic of slavery
system. In this way, Harriet supported to slaves who escaped
from slavery through Underground Railroad and helped them
for temporarily housing in their own home. Most slaves were
used to continue their journey towards north to secure their
freedom in Canada. Harriet kept seven children together
including twin daughters. Harriet was the best known for her
novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin (1852). It depicts the harsh
condition of enslaved African Americans. The well-known
book reached quickly to millions and become influential in
the United States and Great Britain. In this way, the antislavery
forces were energizing in the American north, while
provoking widespread anger in south. Harriet was always
working on the social issues of the society. Harriet Stowe
claimed to have a vision of a dying slave during a communion
service at Brunswick’s first parish church. This situation
inspired her to write her story. She also sympathized with
slaves because of the loss her eighteen month old son named
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Samuel Charles Stowe. Harriet stated about losing her son
Samuel;

“Having experienced losing someone so close to me, I can
sympathize with all the poor, powerless slaves at the unjust
auctions. You will always be in my heart Samuel Charles

Stowe.” (54)

Harriet Stowe wrote to Gamaliel Bailey on 9 March,
1850 who was an editor of the weekly antislavery journal
named ‘The National Era’. She mentioned that she planned
to write a story about the problems of slavery system.

“I feel now that the time is come when even a women or a
child who can speak a word for freedom and humanity is
bound to speak....I hope every woman who can write will
not be silent.” (55)

When she was forty in June 1851, her ‘Uncle Tom’s
Cabin’ was published in the serial form in the newspaper
named ‘The National Era’. Actually, she used at first the
subtitle as “The man that was a thing’ but soon changed and
given new name as ‘Life among the Lowly’. This book was
published weekly from 5 June, 1851 to 1 April, 1852 in the
newspaper. It was published in the book form on March 1852,
by John P. Jeweet and title page designed by Hammatt
Billings. The book became very famous and sold abroad as
in Britain also where the book was become great success.

According to Daniel R. Lincoln;

“The goal of the book was to educate northerners on the
realistic horrors of the things that were happening in the
south. The other purpose was to try to make people in the
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south feel more empathetic towards the people they were
forcing into slavery.”(56)

The book ‘Portrait of Harriet Beecher Stowe’
(1853) was written by Francis Holl. He portrayed the
emotional effect of slavery on individuals captured the
nation’s attention. He asserted that Harriet Stowe showed
the slavery touched to all of society beyond the people
straight involved as masters, traders and slaves. Harriet’s
novel focused on the debate about abolition and slavery. It
was aroused opposition in the south. She was depicted as
out of touch arrogant and guilty of slanders. Southern people
responded to the numerous works as like anti-Tom novels
which seeking to depict southern society and slavery in more
positive terms. After started civil war, Harriet Stowe went to
the capital Willington, D. C. where she met to the president
Abraham Lincoln, on November 25, 1862. Lincoln greeted
to her by saying that:

“You are the little woman who wrote the book that started
this Great War.” (57)

Harriet’s daughter named Hattie who reported that;

“It was a very droll time that we had at the white house I
assure you......I will only say now that it was all very funny
— and we were ready to explode with laughter all the

while.” (58)

Harriet was exposed when she looked to protect the
cruelties in Scotland. However, she eagerly attacked on the
cruelties happened in the South America. She became an
editor of ‘Hearth and Home’ magazine in 1868. It was
appealing to women rights. She started her work for the
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development of married women’s rights in 1869. She said
that the position of a married woman in many respects
precisely similar to the Negro slave women. Women were
not doing any contract and holding no property whatever she
earns, it becomes the property of her husband. She earned
wealth through her own talent but males are the sole master
of it. However, women cannot hold a currency and staying
domination on their life by male. As per the English common
law a married women were nothing to all. Harriet B. Stowe
became very popular and extensively admired both in the
United States and England. She had never lost her interest in
the slaves and their liberation, though she never devoted an
entire novel to slavery after the succeeding novels represent
the New England development with boundless charm. We
found framework references to the Negro theme. Both in
The Minister’s Wooing and The Pearl of Orr’s Island the
black motif gets expression like the unsociable echoes of a
thunder. Her third novel, The Minister’s Wooing (1859) was
also best-known. She selected a subject other than slavery
problem and was faultlessly at home with it. The novel dealt
with the Protestant clergy of New England.

Calvin Stowe, husband of Harriet died in 1886. In
this way Harriet also began rapidly to decline in health. Even
though, she again started her writing for ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin.’
She used to imagine that really she was engaged in the original
composition that’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin. It was done
automatically from her memory and story was made new in
which she exhausted with labour and created a freshly notable
work. Mark Twain was neighbour of Harriet Stowe in
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Hartford. At that time, Mark Twain said about Harriet’s work
and recalled her last years in the following passage of his
autobiography:

“Her mind had decayed, and she was a pathetic figure.
She wandered about all the daylong in the care of a
muscular Irish woman. Among the colonists of our
neighbourhood the doors always stood open in pleasant
weather. Mrs Stowe entered them at her own free will, and
as she was always softly slippered and generally full of
animal spirits, she was able to deal in surprises, and she
liked to do it. She would slip up behind a person who was
deep in dreams and musings and fetch a war whoop that
would jump that person out of his clothes. And she had
other moods. Sometimes we would hear gentle music in
the drawing-room and would find her there at the piano

singing ancient and melancholy songs with infinitely
touching effect. ’(59)

Harriet was located in several states including Ohio,
Florida, Maine and Connecticut. These locations were
represented various periods of her life. She grew up her
father’s house and started to write her best work. Her father
named Lyman Beecher whose home was on the former
campus of the Lane seminary. He was a preacher and greatly
affected by the pro-slavery Cincinnati Riots of 1836. Modern
researchers speculated that at the end of her life, Harriet
was suffering from ‘Alzheimer’s disease’. She had mental
trouble for nine years a long which became acute and caused
congestion of the brain and partial paralysis. She was died
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on July 1, 1896 in Hartford, Connecticut and buried in the
historic cemetery at Phillips academy in Andover Mass-
achusetts, along with her husband and their son Henry Ellis.

Harriet Stowe wrote a book ‘Palmetto Leaves’ while
living in Mandarin. It was published in 1873 and described
the Northeast Florida and its residence in 1874, the Govt. of
Florida honored to Stowe, because she had helped to Florida’s
growth after the war. The historic site of the ‘Uncle Tom’s
Cabin’ is a part of the restored dawn settlement at Dresden
Ontario, which is twenty miles east of Algonac, Michigan.
The community founded by the Rev. Josiah Henson and other
abolitionist for freed slaves in the 1830. Stowe actually had
got fully inspiration for her novel uncle tom’s cabin from
Henson and the down settlement. She was achieved national
fame for her antislavery novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin. She had
an interest in literature however; she shared a strong trust in
abolition. Her emotionally portrait of the slavery impacted
on families and children, in this way she captured the nation’s
attention. The theatrical performances started to perform
which were based on the slavery story along with characters
of Tom, Eva and Topsy etc. these characters were achieving
iconic status. She continued to write about social and political
issues till the rest of her life. She published stories, essays,
textbooks and novels etc. she remained well-known in the
north, chiefly in reform minded societies. She was
contributed so much to popularity and feelings against
slavery, which is mentioned among the causes of the
American civil war. The theatrical production and per-
formances of the novel ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin began and the
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poster was created in which depicted that the runaway slave
Eliza Harris’s dramatic escape with her little son, Harry from
slave catchers across the thawing Ohio River. Next picture
in the poster had been showing the body of Uncle Tom, who
had beaten to death by slave owner named Simon Legree and
the angels including Eva awaiting his presence in heaven.

Harriet published ‘Dread: A Tale of the Great Dismal
Swamp’ in 1856. She depicted the declination of the society
resisting on a slave basis in this work. Although, Harriet wrote
dozens of books, essays and articles during her lifetime but
she was best known for her novel ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’or
‘Life Among the lowly’ which brought an unique light to the
plight of slaves.

In 1850, congress passed the fugitive slave act which
allowed runaway slaves to be hunted, caught and returned to
their owners, even in states where slavery was banned. In
1851, Harriet Stowe’s eighteen month old son died. Because
of this tragic incident she suffered too much and this tragic
incident helped her to understand the heartbreak of slave
mothers who were always went through this incident. Their
children were pulled from their arm and sold. In this way,
the fugitive slave law and her son’s loss led Stowe to write
about the trouble of slavery life.

When we think about the impact of the very best
novel named Uncle Tom’s Cabin that the book covered the
characters and their daily experiences about slavery life.
These experiences made people uncomfortable and they
realized that slaves had families, hopes and dreams like
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everyone else. Author described the actual terrible living
conditions and violence. When this book was published an
antislavery views sparked everywhere. Fredrick Douglass
celebrated in his New York Times Sunday book review and
stated about Stowe that;

“Baptized with holy fire myriads who before cared nothing
for the bleeding slave” (60)

In this way, abolitionist became an outspoken to a
large group of people about slavery and made political force.
But in the south, slave holders preferred to keep the darker
side of slavery. They tried to convey the message that slavery
was an economic necessity and slaves were inferior people
and incapable of taking care of themselves. In this way, this
book was illegal in some parts of the south. But its popularity
was gained everywhere in the north as well as south.in mid
1850, the Republican Party had formed to help prevent
slavery from spreading.

‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ contributed a massive impetus
to the slowly gathering anti-slavery sentiment and as a natural
significance. Stowe turned the leader even the creator of the
contemporary movement against slavery system. At
Edinburgh, Aberdeen and hundred other centres all over the
United Kingdom, Harriet Stowe received contributions from
the public for the anti-slavery cause. Not only the rich but
even the poorest of the poor came out with their humble
contributions. Stowe was pleased to have the date of
Constitutional Amendment about abolishing slavery in the
United States adorned on another link. The Castellany
brothers, the renowned goldsmiths presented Stowe a gift
of an Egyptian slave engraved in black on saying as:
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“Madam, we know what you have been to the poor slave,
we ourselves are but poor slaves still in Italy. Will you

keep this gem as a slight appreciation of what you have
done?(1)

Uncle Tom applied a great encouragement on the
world opinion concerning slavery system. Letters received
from different corners of the world admiring the novel
activated pouring in. A former slave, the Rev. Josiah Henson
assumed that Uncle Tom’s Cabin conveyed about the end of
slavery.

The greatest British novelist Charles Dickens read
her book with the deep interest and appreciated her for both
the substantial feeling which motivated the admirable power.
Lord Macaulay claimed that her book to be “the most valuable
addition that America had made to English literature.

Tolstoy stated that Uncle Tom’s Cabin work as ““a great
humanitarian document and placed it among the great
achievements of the human mind.” He classified it with Les
Miserable and A Tale of Two Cities as illustrating high moral
art. Uncle Tom’s Cabin indebted its massive success to the
fact that Stowe rationalized her story around “one of the
Universal motifs in human experience, the story of a journey
that metamorphoses itself into a symbolic quest, a search
for the meaning of life itself.”

John William Ward stated as “I’ve been reading Uncle
Tom’s Cabin as a Matter of Historical Fact, ”(2)

Frederick Douglass, the renowned Negro leader
proclaimed that The Key would contribute a lot to the war
on the slaveholders:
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The most unwise thing which, perhaps, was ever done by-
slaveholders, in order to hide the ugly features of slavery,
was the calling in question, and denying the truthfulness
of Uncle Toms Cabin. They had better have owned the
“soft impeachment” there in contained-for the “Key” not
only proves the correctness of every essential part of Uncle
Tom s Cabin~ but proves more and worse things against
the murderous system than are alleged in that great book.
There has not been an exposure of slavery so terrible as
The Key to Uncle Tom's Cabin. (3)

‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ or ‘Life among the lowly’ is
an antislavery novel was written by Harriet Beecher Stowe.
It was published in 1852. The novel had impacted on the
effect of attitudes towards African Americans and slavery
system in the United States. It was helped to lay the ground
work for the civil war. Harriet Stowe was an active abolitionist
who depicted the best known character named Uncle Tom.
He was a long suffering black slave man around whom the
story of the novel revolved. This is the sentimental novel in
which she depicted the reality of slavery system as well as
stating that the Christian love can overcome on slavery
system. It was the bestselling novel of 19" century and called
the most popular novel of those days. It was inspired to all
abolitionists for doing work for abolitionist movement. In
this novel included the dark skinned ‘mammy’ and ‘pickanny’
stereotype of black children. Here ‘mammy’ also spelled as
‘mammie’ which is meant by U.S. historical stereotype. It
was originating from the south and depicting black women
who work in a white family and nursing the family children.
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Another word “pickanny’ was originally applied by people of
the West Indies to their babies and small children. In the
North America referring as a racial slur and dark skinned
child of Africa decent. Uncle Tom was the dutiful long
suffering servant as well as faithful to his white master or
mistress. The novel associated an extent overshadowed the
historical impact of the book as a vital antislavery tool.

Stowe was greatly inspired to write her well-known
work Uncle Tom’s Cabin by the slave narrative ‘The life of
Josiah Henson formerly a slave, now an inhabitant of Canada,
as narrated by himself. It was published in 1849. Actually,
Henson was a formerly an enslaved black man at the plantation
in the north Bethesda, Maryland. He was worked under the
owner named Issac Railey. He was escaped from slavery in
1830 by runaway to the province of upper Canada. When he
reached at this place, other fugitive slaves helped him for
setting and become a self-sufficient. After freedom he started
to write his memoir because he wanted to show the actual
problems of the brutal practices and how this system harmful
for society as well as the nation. Stowe already was
acknowledged in 1853, that Henson’s writings really inspired
her to create Uncle Tom’s Cabin. (4)

When Harriet Stowe’s work became bestseller,
Henson republished his memoirs and given name as ‘The
memoirs of Uncle Tom.” Henson travelled and delivered
lectures extensively in the United States and Europe. Stowe
said that she was inspired by a number of interviews of people
who escaped from slavery system. During this time she was
living in Cincinnati, Ohio and across the Ohio River from
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Kentucky which was slave state. The Underground Railroad
was in Cincinnati and local abolitionist helped to runaway
slaves people on their escape route from the south. American
slavery as it is: testimony of a thousand witnesses, co-
authored by Theodore Dwight Weld and The Grimke sister
which was also a source of the novel of Harriet B. Stowe. In
this way, she mentioned a number of the inspiration and
sources used for creating her well-known work. The book
originally intended as a shorter narrative that could run for
only a few weeks. Stowe prolonged the story of the novel
significantly. However, as soon as it was popular, the
publisher John P. Jewett contacted to Stowe and advised
about turning the serial in to a book. This book became a
popular and translated into all major languages. It was
become the second best-selling book after the Bible. (5)

A number of editions carried an introduction by Rev.
James Sherman, a congregational minister London, noted
for his abolitionist views.

A thoughtful sense of the immorality of the system
of slavery had been harassing to Stowe and the Fugitive Slave
Law satisfying the measure of her anger, she poured out her
heart into a best known novel ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’. In the
custom of providential history, Mrs. Stowe conveyed to lime
light the events of her period so that “her contemporaries
and descendants might be understood the role of these events
in the whole system of human history from the fall to the
Ending Judgment.

Even nowadays Uncle Tom’s Cabin arouses in the
minds of readers everywhere dominant approaches against
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the horrors of Southern Slavery. The proficient tale
stimulated millions to tears carrying the problem of Negro
Slavery in America to the attention of the whole world. It
stresses attention because it is a milestone in the history of
man’s struggle to free himself from the chains of ignorance
and cruelty. It is the most powerful social document found
in the history. The well-known book opens with at Kentucky
as;

“Late in the afternoon of a chilly day in February, two
gentlemen were sitting alone over their wine, in a well-
furnished dining parlor, in the town of P——, in Kentucky.
There were no servants present, and the gentlemen, with
chairs closely approaching, seemed to be discussing some
subject with great earnestness............ (6)

A farmer named Arthur Shelby was facing the loss of
his farm because of debts. Even though he and his wife Emily
Shelby believe that they have a benevolent relationship with
their slaves. Shelby thought to earn the needed funds by only
selling some slaves to other masters. However a middle aged
man named Uncle Tom lived here with his wife and children.

They decided to sell Uncle Tom and Harry. He was
the son of Emily Shelby’s maid Eliza. Mr Haley was a course
slave trader who bought to Uncle Tom and Harry but Eliza
became worried and opposed to sell Harry. Because, Emily
already promised to Eliza that her child would never be sold
at any cost. Emily’s son named George Shelby who sees to
Tom as his very close friend and mentor. When Eliza was
overheard the discussion of Mr. and Mrs. Shelby about to
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sell Tom and Harry, at that time Eliza decided to run away
with her son. She had taken such a decision because of losing
her only surviving child. She was already miscarried two
children in the past days. Thus, Eliza decided to depart at the
night, leaving a note of apology to her kind mistress. As per
the plan of Mr. and Mrs. Shelby sold only Tom to Mr. Haley
who took him to a riverboat on the Mississippi River. From
there Mr. Haley would be transported to tom towards a slave
market. While on the board, there Tom met to Eva who was
an angelic little white girl. They both were become very close
friends. At that time, one incident was happened there a white
little girl named Eva fell into the river and quickly Tom dived
into the river to save the little girl Eva. However, Tom had
done the grateful work to save the little girl that is why Eva’s
father Augustine St. Clare bought him from Mr. Haley and
took him with their family to their home which was located
in New Orleans. Tom and Eva began to keep well relationship
because of their deep Christian faith.

The book focuses on the two major themes here, first
the effect of slavery upon morality and the family and second
one the strength of Christianity a powerful force by which
the individual who follows Christ’s grace may overcome all
adversity. The Character of Tom was represented by only
his reputation. Actually, Tom was a Christian man who had
strength and virtue about the religion. But, Haley stated that
no nigger can be truly honest about the religion. Thus, Tom’s
spirituality and the materialism will become a central to the
novel. The most important second theme was introduced in
this novel as separation of Eliza and her child which was really
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effect on morality and the family. Here, the separation of
mother and child was the most unnatural and immoral incident
happened. However, such kind of act showing as likes animals
or articles of property. This is what slavery in which there
was no too much morally importance to the slaves. The
owners treated to slaves like inhumanly.

The evil of slavery is the major theme found in the
novel’ Uncle Tom’s Cabin’. It was printed after the passage
of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, which made it unlawful
for anyone in the United States to offer help or support to a
runaway slave. The novel pursues to attack this law and the
organization it protected, continuously supporting the instant
emancipation of the slaves and freedom for all people. Each
of Stowe’s scenes, while helping to more characters and plot,
also helps, deprived of exception, to encourage the reader
principally. The Northern reader of Stowe’s period claimed
that the slavery was evil, un-Christian, and unbearable in a
civil society.

Harriet Stowe explores the question of slavery in an
honestly slight setting in the most of the novels. She
described the most important settings in which slaves and
masters have apparently helpful relationships. For instance,
At the Shelby’s house, and at the St. Clare’s, somewhere the
slaves had sympathetic masters who did not abuse or mistreat
them at all. Stowe did not deal these settings in order to
demonstrate slavery’s evil as restricted. She pursues to render
the vices of slavery even in its best-case situation. Though
the slaveholders like Shelby and St. Clare kept kindness and
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intelligence, their capability to tolerate slavery renders them
hypocritical and morally weak as forever. At the critical
situation, even kind masters also not to think too much in
the favour of slaves or no consolation on slaves suffer. for
instance as we see when a financially stressed Shelby
regretfully destroys the Tom’s family by selling Tom and
when the violently egotistic Marie, by demanding attention
be given to herself, stops the St. Clare slaves from mourning
the death of her own innocent daughter named Eva. A common
contemporary defence of slavery appealed that the
organization profited the slaves because most masters
performed in their slave’s greatest interest. Stowe contradicts
this argument with her freezing depictions, claiming that the
slave’s best interest can lay only in obtaining freedom. But,at
the Legree plantation where the evil of slavery was performed
in its most naked and ugly form. The cruel and barbaric
setting in which slaves suffered with beatings, sexual abusing,
and even murder etc. it introduces the power of shock into
Stowe’s argument. If slavery is incorrect in the best of cases
or in the worst of cases, it is terrifying and inhuman. Stowe
explored the differences of the book’s structural deve-
lopment between ‘pleasant and hellish plantations. We can
distinguish Stowe’s rhetorical methods. First she depresses
the protection of the pro-slavery reader by presentation the
evil of the “best” kind of slavery. She grants her own case
against slavery by presenting the shocking mischief of slavery
at its poorest.

The theme of the moral power of women was found
in this novel. Although Stowe wrote Uncle Tom’s Cabin
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before the widespread progression of the women’s rights
movement of the late 1800s, the reader can nonetheless
concern the book as a sample of early feminism. This text
represents women as morally hard-working, devoted nature,
and spirited indeed, frequently as more morally reliable and
courageous than men. Stowe suggests a matching between
the domination of blacks and the harassment of women. Yet
she articulates faith for the oppressed in her performance
of women as effectively influencing their husbands.
Additionally, she indicates how this show of strength by one
oppressed group can help to lighten the oppression of the
other. White women can use their encouragement to
convince their husbands the people with voting rights of the
evil of slavery. Haley estimated that after buying to Eliza
from Shelby, he would sell her into sexual slavery. Haley
didn’t stated the intent for little Harry. In this way, this
immoral incident was described by author in this novel.

The very first chapter of this novel titled as ‘Man of
humanity’ which had a deeper meaning got to the readers.
Slaveholders always used to give bad treatment to slave
people. They behaved as inhumanly for slaves in this slavery
system. The narrator’s voice especially is ironic which stated
in the chapters of the novel like a situational irony, sarcasm,
dramatic irony and verbal irony etc. thus, this is the most
important rhetorical strategies implemented throughout the
novel.

The narrator described to Eliza as a young woman of
beauty and grace. She was gently kept by Mrs. Shelby from
her childhood. Mrs. Shelby told to Eliza about the marriage
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to George who was the slave of Shelby’s neighbour Harris.
When Eliza and George were married, he was hired out to
the owner of a small factory. George was superior employee
and invented a labour saving machine. His owner used to
jealous on him and its result that owner ended George’s
factory employment and punished him gratuitously. George
earlier decided to plan of runaway to Canada and after earning
money, he would try to buy his wife Eliza and child Harry.
He always thought about his family’s freedom from slavery.
He was usually sentimental hero with full of spirit and spark
to make him more attractive. Stowe described this character
almost immediately for his anger, his outraged assertion and
better man than his owner. He identified for his willingness
to undergo hardships and risk. Eliza did not want to separate
from her little son Harry because she already known and
experienced her own separation in the childhood from her
own mother. She felt sorrow of separation from her own
parents. In fact, George and Eliza were mixed race character
in this novel. It was testified by their skin colour to the
immorality of a system that separates their families.

Eliza heartened the mother’s emotion when she asked
Mrs. Bird, “Have you ever lost a child?” It turned out that “it
was only a month since a darling child of the family had been
laid in the grave.” Eliza had already buried two of her children
and Harry was everything she had, her only comfort and pride.
In a suffering cry she told Mrs. Bird: “they were going to
take him away from me, - to sell him, -sell him down south,
ma’am, to go all alone, -a baby that had never been away from
his mother in his life!” (7)
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Harriet B. Stowe unconsciously manipulated and was
persuaded that the greatest horror of slavery was the
separation of slave families by selling. The tragedy of the
American Negro was that he had almost no home. He was
deprived of the basic necessities of human life. The Negro
family being Unprotected by law, husband and wife; father
and son; mother and child were cruelly uncertain away from
each other. The Negro’s world is well-defined by separation
and loneliness, a terrible isolation.(8

Stowe’s Antislavery novels conveyed home to the
readers the horrors of slavery in scenes of domestic chaos
and presented how helpless female slaves were surviving.
The readers shed silent tears over the scenes portraying the
innocent children being separated from their mothers. The
novels were existing in the most heart-rending manner
innumerable examples of mothers being separated from their
children. Stowe’s argument against slavery restored on the
violence and it did to the sentiments of its.

Lucy, a respectable young woman with a baby was
bought by Haley. The trader was on his way to the New
Orleans market. She did not trust when Haley said that her
master had sold her to him. Lucy was self-confident that her
kind master would never cheat her in that way. She proclaimed
that her master had spoken her that she was going down to
Louisville, to appoint as a cook to the same tavern where her
husband worked. She could not believe that he would tell a
lie. She could not do anything but remained quit herself and
became miserable a lot. She unconsciously held her ten-
month old child to her bosom and her tears drenched him.
Haley’s strategy was to sell her for a plantation. As the
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plantation owners considered children a interruption to the
mothers. However, Haley decided to sell Lucy’s baby at the
first chance whenever he got. He got a chance and sold the
baby. When the boat reached Louisville at dusk, Lucy desired
to see her husband who had come to the wharf. So, leaving
the sleeping baby alone, she rushed to the side of the boat.
Haley saw his chance to hand over the baby to the new owner.
On her returned, Lucy found that her baby was missing. Haley
stated her that he had sold baby to “a first-rate family, that’11
raise him better.” The shot impaled through her heart and
she did not weep but remained quiet there in the tragic
condition. “The dumb-stricken heart had neither cry not tear
to show for its utter misery.” At midnight there was a splash
in the river. Lucy’s place in the boat was looked vacant and
“the poor bleeding heart was still at last.” Death was an
escape, “the only escape one desperate soul could find from
a torment too great to be borne.” In The Key to Uncle Tom’s
Cabin Stowe states that the incident did truly happen in her
own knowledge. She further declares that the separation of
the children from their mothers was a problem of daily
happenings in which “the mother’s sufferings are no more
regarded than those of a cow when her calfis separated from
her.”(9)

A thirty-year old John expressed to Tom that his wife
was sold away from him and he wanted that he could see her
once more in this world. When the boat stopped at a town a
young black woman rushed into the crowd to Haley’s slave
gang in the boat and “threw her arms round that unfortunate
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piece of products before enumerated John, aged thirty and
with sobbing he tears in lamented situation as her husband.”

Stowe assumes these moving events to provoke the
reader’s wrath at this unpleasant aspect of slavery. We find
Stowe’s sorrow and anger at this injustice resonating in the
voice of the white lady who was while travelling on the same
boat that carried Haley’ s slaves to New Orleans market and
argued with another lady that ‘The most dreadful part of
slavery, to my mind, is its outrages on the feelings and
affections, - the separating of families, for example, She
proclaimed that — “the slaves do feel, just as keenly, - even
more so, perhaps,- as we do.” (10)

The pain of separation and suppressed grief of Black
motherhood can be understood in the description of one of
Marie, St Clare’s domestic servants, a middle aged mulatto
woman, Mammy, who was separated from her husband and
their two children in order to care for her mistress. However,
Mammy offered as loving, kind and motherly character. This
character is quite opposite that of Marie. For example,
Mammy is introduced thus:

“Oh, there'’s Mammy! Said Eva, as she flew across
the room,; and throwing herself into her arms, she kissed
her repeatedly. This woman did not tell her that she made
her head ache, but, on the contrary, she hugged her, and
laughed, and cried, till her sanity was a thing to be doubted
of [...] " (11)

Harriet Stowe described Cassy’s story in the novel
Uncle Tom’s Cabin. It was the unpleasant experience of many
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a slave mothers who were killed her own children in
harassment when they were about to be sold from her.
Because they did it in order “to save them from this worst
kind of orphanage.” (12) Cassy was born and brought up in
luxury in a noble family. Her mother was a slave woman and
her father, a white one. On the death of her father who always
meant to set her free, she was sold to different masters at
different times. Some noble and the others cruel who were
wanted her for her good looks. She had two beautiful children
by her first master, a boy named Henry and a girl, Elise. He
sold them all. Her second master sold her children and
showed her “the price of their blood.” (13). One day she saw
her son Henry being dragged to calaboose for punishment.
Hence when a son was born to her by her third master named
Captain Stuart, she decided never again to let a child live to
grow up. She told Tom, “I took the little fellow in my arms,
when he was two weeks old, and kissed him, and cried over
him; and then I gave him laudanum, and held him close to my
bosom, while he slept to death.” She sorrowed and cried
over it but was pleased that at least he was out of pain. The
mother in her asked, “What better than death could I give
him, poor child!”(14)

Harriet Stowe interrupted the description of Uncle
Tom and his family. His ‘cabin’ was as a one room long house.
The family members were Uncle Tom, his wife named Aunt
Chloe, two young boys Mose and Pete and baby girl about a
year. In this way, Tom and Chloe had three children. Another
family guest was Shelby’s son named George who was
teaching Tom to write and staying for supper in their family.
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Aunt Chloe’s living standard was so poor like a preparation
of meals, her rickety table and cracked teapot etc. The
condition of their family was so difficult for surviving. Uncle
Tom is the central character of this novel that is quietly
studious, helpful, pray full and kind, fond of children, almost
preternaturally patient and forbearing. He had unshakable
Christian faith. Also he described as powerfully made man,
dark skinned with truly African features, self-respecting and
dignified, unities with a confiding and humble simplicity. Aunt
Chloe, on other hand behaved like stereotype of the foolish,
flatters, pretends to be inordinately proud of her, pretended
to site with her white family against her fellow slaves. Jinny
was also one of them to whom Chloe treated like this. She
was worked there as a neighbour’s cook. Her treatment of
her own son marked in contrasted to her treatment of George
Shelby. But, she was not what she seemed in this novel.

Sam was the numerous character involved in the novel
who mostly minor but helped Eliza to escape from Shelby’s
farmland. He deserves comment as “Black Sam” and his
performance remained memorable. Eliza’s escape was
almost entirely because of Sam and became a successful.
Shelby recruited two slaves named Sam and Andy for
searching to Eliza but they were not eager to find out
intentionally. He had given directly statement about not
getting Eliza and blamed to Mrs. Shelby who was not too
much eager to find out the fugitives. However, Sam became
successful to escape Eliza and managed to delay the search.
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The senator bird was proving himself as a man of
humanity and calling as a politician. He and his wife discussed
about slavery system. Senator bird had voted for a fugitive
slave law and argued against the slavery. His greater interest
involved in the state of Kentucky which had apparently
exercised political pressure upon its neighbour state because
of the activity of antislavery proponents in Ohio. Mrs. Bird
the wife of Senator Bird argued that she was unable to
understand politics but Bible teaches her to do what she can
do for needy persons. She intended to do just law or no law.

Author described the scene of Uncle Tom’s Cabin
Where about to be parted. The children were enjoying the
last festive meal with Tom at home. It was very unhappy
occasion for the parents as well as children and after
sometime at the time of departed, Mrs. Shelby appeared to
tell goodbye to Tom and assured him that definitely she would
try to buy him back again. But at this movement Mrs. Shelby
has broken into tears before could speak about Tom’s
departure. The emotional and heartbroken scene was
happened. Chloe and children became very sad and started
to weep. In this way, at the tragic movement master Haley
came and took to Tom towards his Wagon. Mr. Shelby and
his young son George were not presented at that time. Poor
young George didn’t know that Tom had been sold already.
But in while journey, suddenly George saw to Tom and they
met there but because of the sorrowful incident they both
also became unhappy. They made one small farewell that
George gave a silver dollar to Tom as gift for wearing around
his neck. Tom was carried by Haley at Southward. His legs
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were shackled because Haley didn’t believe on Tom’s
assurance to stay. Already Eliza ran away and Haley lost
money, however he was very careful about Tom. Tom was a
faithful slave man who followed to Christ and attempted to
be like Christ. He had never hesitated to advise others about
morality of their actions. His own strength was passive about
non-resistance. Tom considered himself as a Christ figure
that 1s why he made uncomfortable by the self-sacrifice
implied in his behaviour. The theme of Christianity was
described by author in this present novel. Tom followed
Christ, no matter but this path led him very difficult and went
into deep darkness. (15)

George Harris, Harriet described the embedded plot
concerning to George’s sister Emily. She was resisted by
Harris’s sexual overturns and sold apparently into sexual
slavery in New Orleans. Another very tragic plot was
described by Stowe that young Albert and his mother named
Hagar were both offered in an estate sale. The boy was very
young, strong and intelligent. His mother was always worried
that he would be sold away from her. She promised pitifully
to masters that she would be done a lot of work but not to
sell young boy Albert. Because, Albert was her last child and
as per the request of Hagar, master promised that he would
not sell. But young Albert was a good investment in the market
that 1s why Haley bought to him and his poor mother. Other
slaves gathered around her and tried to console her but she
would never be consoled. There was another fragmentary
scene happened about a slave named John who was thirty
years old and the young woman whose ten month child who
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were sold by master. Seeing that tragic scene, she looked
over the crowd of slaves and trying to get a last glimpse of
her husband. In this way, such kind of scenes amplified as
horror and emotional heartbroken carnage. Masters were
used to substitute economic motive in the business of buyers
and sellers. They always considered slaving people as like
inhuman beings.

The author used most important styles in the novel
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ which was written in the sentimental
and melodramatic style. It was common to 19" century
sentimental novels and domestic fiction also entitled
women’s fiction. These genres were the most standard novels
of Stowe’s period and described the feature of female as a
central characters and a writing style which brought to mind
and evoked reader’s sympathy and emotion. Even though
Stowe’s novel differed from other sentimental novels by
focusing on a great theme like slavery and by consuming a
man as the central character, she quiet set out to provoke
certain strong feelings from her readers. The power of
writing can be perceived in the reaction of contemporary
readers. Georgiana May was a friend of Stowe who wrote a
letter her, saying that: “I was up last night long after one
o’clock, reading and finishing Uncle Tom’s Cabin. I could
not leave it any more than I could have left a dying child.”
Another reader had given statement on the book that at all
hours and having considered renaming her daughter Eva.
Evidently the death of Little Eva affected a lot of people at
that time, because in 1852, 300 baby girls in Boston alone
were given that name. (16)
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In spite of this positive response from readers, for
periods literary critics terminated the style found in Uncle
Tom’s Cabin and other sentimental novels because most
important thing that these all books were written by women
and so highly featured “women’s sloppy emotions.” In The
Literary History of the United States, George F. Whicher
stated that ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ as a “Sunday-school fiction”,
full of “broadly conceived melodrama, humour, and pathos.”
(17)

In this way, in 1985 Jane Tompkins conveyed a
different view about Uncle Tom’s Cabin that with her book
In Sensational Designs: The Cultural Work of American
Fiction. She admired the writing style of the author and after
that many other critics had dismissed. She said that such kind
of novel writing showed how women’s emotions had the
power to change the world for the better. She also assumed
that the common domestic novels of the 19th century,
including Uncle Tom’s Cabin, were outstanding for their
“intellectual complexity, ambition, and resourcefulness” etc.
Uncle Tom’s Cabin suggested as a “critique of American
society far more devastating than any delivered by better-
known critics such as Hawthorne and Melville.” This
assessment remains the subject of argument. Writing in 2001,
legal scholar Richard Posner said that Uncle Tom’s Cabin as
part of the mediocre list of canonical works that emerges
when political criteria are imposed on literature. (18)

When we think about the adaptation of this book for
various sources like drama, even though Uncle Tom’s Cabin
was the best-selling novel of the 19th century but far more
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Americans of that period saw the story as a stage play or
musical than read the book. Eric Lott , in his book titled
Uncle Tomitudes: Racial Melodrama and Modes of
Production, estimates that at least three million people saw
these plays, ten times the book’s first-year sales. Given the
negligent copyright laws of the time, stage plays constructed
on Uncle Tom’s Cabin—"Tom shows”—began to perform
while the novel was still being episodic. Stowe rejected to
allow dramatization of her work because of her disbelief of
drama. Aiken’s stage production was the most popular play
in the U.S. and England for 75 years. Stowe’s rejected to
allow a particular dramatic version left the field clear for
any number of adaptations, some launched for various
political reasons and others as simply commercial theatrical
ventures. There was not any international copyright laws
existed at the time. The book and plays were translated into
numerous languages. Stowe received no money, which could
have meant as much as “three-fourths of her just and
legitimate wages.”(19)

All of the Tom shows appear to have assimilated
elements of melodrama and blackface minstrelsy. These plays
assorted enormously in their politics and some faithfully
people imitated Stowe’s sentimentalized antislavery politics,
while others were more modest, or even pro-slavery. Several
productions introduced patronizing racial distortions of
Black people, while a number of productions were also
contained songs by Stephen Foster including “My Old
Kentucky Home”, “Old Folks at Home”, and “Massa’s in the
Cold Ground” etc. (20)
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The well-known Tom Shows were those of George
Aiken and H.J. Conway. The form by Aiken is possibly the
greatest stage adaptation, released just a few months after
the novel was issued. Most of Aiken’s dialogue was taken
literally from Stowe’s novel, and his adaptation comprised
four full musical numbers written by the producer, George
C. Howard. By focusing on the blunt and anxious situations
of his characters, Aiken tempted to the emotions of his
audiences. By uniting this melodramatic method with the
content of Stowe’s novel, Aiken assisted to create a
influential visual accusation against the institution of slavery.

The newspapers of the Southern States published every
day with advertisements for the sale and buying of Negroes
of different descriptions. An advertisement for the deal of
Negroes was found in ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’. It runs like:

EXECUTOR’S SALE, --- NEGROES! - Agreeably To order
of court, will be sold, on Tuesday, February 20, before the
Courthouse door, in the town of Washington, Kentucky, the
following Negroes: Hager, Aged 60; John, aged 30; Ben,
aged 21; Saul, aged 25; Albert, aged 14. Sold For the benefit
of the creditors and Heirs of the estate of Jesse Blutchford
Esq. SAMUEL MORRIS, THOMAS FL’INT, Executors;

(p.123)

The advertisement tailored appropriately into the
developing structure of the novel. It presented the readers
what would have happened about Eliza and Harry who had
not escaped from Haley. It is proved that the advertisement
in Uncle Tom’s Cabin is not fictitious; Stowe reproduces in
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The Key to Uncle Tom’s Cabin fairly a good number of such
advertisements from Southern papers. (21) Occasionally the
Negroes were advertised by name, sometimes in certain
numbers but somewhat often in indefinite terms like ‘lots’
and ‘assortments’. Orders were placed for dozens of
carpenters, blacksmiths, cooks and house-servants, but the
fact that those were human beings, fathers, mothers, wives
and husbands having blessed family ties were appropriately
ignored. These advertisements proved that “the families of
slaves as utterly unsettled and vagrant.”(22). The public sale
block brutally broke up the family bonds of the unfortunate
Negro slaves. The friendly treated slaves were the most pitiful
when a change in the price of cotton placed them un-
expectedly on the sale block. The New Orleans was the
foremost and most favourite market for the sale and buying
of slaves. The Slave markets of no less importance were set
up at every significant town where steam boats were easily
available as like from Kentucky stopped down their way to
New Orleans. At these dreaded markets the slaves were sold
and purchased like so many speechless cattle. Stowe
represents vibrantly In her novel ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ the
pitiful and terrible scenes of slave families ruthlessly torn
separately at these slave markets. Master Haley read the
advertisement for the sale of Negroes and stopped at
Washington on his way down to New Orleans. The buyers
could liberally observe to the slaves like an animal selling
market. The investigation consisted of pulling the mouth
open, watching the teeth, making them stand, straighten, bend
the back, perform various evolutions to show muscles and
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testing their agility by making them jump. Poor Hagar was
prepared to reduce any kind of service to the master in order
to be bought with her son. Therefore when Haley was
continuing with his examination of Albert, she communicated
him sincerely that, “he and I goes in a lot together; really
strong yet, Master and can do heap so’ work,- heaps on it,
Master.” (23) But Albert recognized that they would not buy
to them together. However Many slaves on the list were
hurriedly knocked off at a brisk bidding. Not observing the
earnest appeals of Hagar to put them up together, the
auctioneer pushed Albert to the block. The boy who was
overheard the heavy cries of his tired mother who could only
drop the tears from his eyes. Hager moved in the direction
of Albert with spread-out hands quivering all over when he
fell to Haley’s lot. She requested to Haley: “Buy me too,
Mas’r, for de dear Lord’s sake -buy me, - I shall die if you
don’t.” Haley taunted at her saying as, “You’ll die if I do,”
and walked off. The sale of Hagar was simple and summary,
someone receiving her for an ordinary trifle. There was no
consoling words could put together the broken heart of Hagar
who kept saying that, “Couldn’t dey leave me one?”” and “0,
Albert; Oh, my boy! You’s my last baby. Lord, how ken 1?”
(24)

However, the misery of slaves sold at the New
Orleans market which was still worse. In the novel ‘Uncle
Tom’s Cabin’ Stowe provides a graphic picture of the horrors
occurring in the New Orleans market. The most frightened
incidents were happened about the slaves in the slavery
system.



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -1 84

Stowe states several question about the fortune of
her other characters, chiefly George and Eliza. But what about
slaves who aren’t murdered or worked to death on the
plantations? What happens to the survivors, the escapees,
and the freedmen? And what happens if and when America
does finally enact universal emancipation? And all the other
characters who turn out to be part of their extended family,
like Cassy? These most important questions aroused in the
mind of author. Here she was always thought about acquire
the education which can helpful for their freedom and future
development. Stowe depicted the character of George who
was desired for education and his judgement to settle to
Liberia which is sources of Stowe’s plan for the restoration
of slaves. At First, she distinguishes that the slaves must be
educated, because releasing them and rotating them out into
the world without significant knowledge and skills would be
setting them up for failure. Also she wanted everyone to be
capable to read the Bible. Secondly, Stowe believed in
colonization system and focused on transfer the groups of
freed slaves as migrants to the new African nation of Liberia
to construct their own country. Colonization was a popular
idea in Stowe’s period, supported by some abolitionists and
by some southern slave owners, and opposed by others.
Actually Immigration was a solution for former slaves and it
was a very difficult issue referred at that time. But the most
important subject pointed out here that; sending all the freed
slaves back to Africa to create their own country. Among
other things there was a way of getting freed of them instead
of mixing into the United States as equivalent citizens. It
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was a new kind of discrimination shown in the carrier of
Stowe. She deliberates the problems of colonization near
the end of the novel in George Harris’s letter:

“But, you will tell me, our race have equal rights to mingle
in the American republic as the Irishman, the German, the
Swede. Granted, they have. We ought fo be free to meet
and mingle, — to rise by our individual worth, without any
consideration of caste or color,; and they who deny us this
right are false to their own professed principles of human
equality. We ought, in particular, to be allowed here. We
have more than the rights of common men; — we have the
claim of an injured race for reparation. But, then, 1 do not
want it; [ want a country, a nation, of my own.” (25)

After occupied the fortunes of Tom, George, and
Eliza, Stowe phases in and expresses directly to the reader
in the last chapter, titled “Concluding Remarks.” But readers
should notice that this novel is, once again and more than a
virtuous recite with enough drama, romance, and tragedy to
keep addicted from beginning to end. After the plot was ended,
Stowe reminded us that there is a real problem out in the
world that we should address the slavery system. She appealed
to the reader to take action about the current issue:

But what can any individual do? Of that, every individual
can judge. There is one thing that every individual can
do, — they can see to it that they feel right. An atmosphere
of sympathetic influence encircles every human being; and
the man or woman who feels strongly, healthily and justly,
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on the great interests of humanity, is a constant benefactor
to the human race. (Stowe)

In this way, this is pure 19th century sentimentalism
acquired in this work which itself develops an important
course of action. While this might seem strange, if we think
about it, it’s the cause of today’s ‘awareness’ drives for
important issues. She has quite of actual social and political
ideas to end slavery system and wants to put into practice.
But changing the way of the nation sensations about slavery
is at the heart of all.

There were two other Black “hands” also appeared in
the novel, namely Sambo and Quimbo. These two major
“hands” also worked on Simon Legree’s plantation. The
author described them as;

“Legree had trained them in savageness and brutality as
systematically as he had his bulldogs, and by long practice
in hardness and cruelty, brought their whole nature to
about the same range of capabilities [...] Sambo and
Quimbo cordially hated each other, the plantation hands,
one and all, cordially hated them.” (26)

It is interesting to note that Simon Legree’s training
makes them diabolically cruel. For example, the novelist
says,

“They seemed an apt illustration of the fact that brutal
men are lower even than animals. Their coarse, dark, heavy
features; their great eyes, rolling enviously on each other,
their barbarous, guttural, half-brute intonation, their
dilapidated garments fluttering in the wind—were all in
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admirable keeping with the vile and unwholesome
character of everything about the place.” (27)

However, the author practices here the physical
feature of Black mankind to demonstrate the intensity of
the unkindness in the mind of a terrific and cruel man. Here,
author gives the description of black slaves in a way equals
as “Negro’s” physical features with barbarity, brutality and
cruelty. Such an opinion also demonstrates the idea that
Stowe is either prejudiced against those Black slaves, who
do not have any drop of “White-blood” in their veins, or uses
the conventional image of a “Negro”.

Harriet used some most important symbols in her best
novel ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’. In this novel the ‘Cabin’ symbol
was depicted by Stowe. Nearby the end of the novel, after
George Shelby releases his slaves, he speaks them that, when
they stare at Uncle Tom’s cabin, they should remember their
freedom and pledges themselves to leading a Christian life
like Uncle Tom. The picture of Uncle Tom’s cabin on George
Shelby’s property works as a determined reminder to him of
the sufferings which Tom experienced as a slave. The cabin
also becomes a metaphor for Uncle Tom’s willingness to be
beaten and even killed rather than hurt or betray his fellow
slaves his disposition to grieve and die rather than go against
Christian values of love and devotion. The image of the cabin
therefore gracefully summarizes the central themes of the
novel and demonstrating both the harsh power of slavery and
the capability of Christian love to overcome it.
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Another very popular symbol found in this novel that
is Eliza’s leap across the river. The scene of Eliza’s leap
across the half-frozen Ohio River creates the most prominent
incident in Uncle Tom’s Cabin. The scene also assists as an
important metaphor. The leap from the southern to the
northern bank of the river symbolizes in one dramatic
moment the procedure of leaving slavery for freedom.
Certainly, Eliza’s leap from one bank to the next factually
creates a leap from the slave-holding states to the no slave
holding states, as like the Ohio River helped as the legally
recognized divide between South and North. Eliza faces the
hazards in her leap and the courage she wants to perform it
successfully. It signifies the more common instances of
danger and bravery elaborated in any slave’s journey towards
freedom.

The next symbol used about the geographical
sketches. The best book ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ practices the
North to signify freedom and the South to represent slavery
and domination. Evidently the conflict is deep-rooted in
history. However, Stowe exaggerates the opposition so as to
convert it from literal to literary. Two main stories control
the novel that the story of Eliza and George and the story of
Uncle Tom. One story assists as an escape narrative and
narrating Eliza and George’s journey to freedom. The other
story 1s a slavery narrative, narrating Uncle Tom’s decline
into gradually inferior states of domination. Not asto-
nishingly, the action in the escape narrative transfers gradually
towards northward and Canada signifying its endpoint and
the achievement of freedom by the runaway slaves. The action
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in the slavery narrative travels gradually towards southward,
with Tom’s death happening on Legree’s plantation in rural
Louisiana which is far into the Deep South. This geographical
fragmented represents the wide sound between freedom and
slavery and shows into Stowe’s common use of parallelism
and difference in creating her political ideas.

The chief lesson Harriet Beecher Stowe required
readers to acquire knowledge after reading Uncle Tom’s
Cabin was that slavery was an unfair and un-Christian
institution. The final part of this argument is chiefly
significant since numerous slave owners and pro-slavery
supporters in the South argued that slavery was well-matched
with Christian morality. By highlighting the cruelty of
slaveholders, in specifically named Simon Legree, who has
Tom beaten to death and frequently rapes on Cassy there.
Stowe is showcasing that slavery both oppresses the enslaved
and corrupts the morality of the slave holder.

The novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin may have a last chapter
and a last page, but slavery in 1852 in America isn’t over by
a long shot. The actual ending of Uncle Tom’s Cabin is the
Civil War and the freedom of Southern slaves. Or maybe the
actual last chapter is the Civil Rights movement in the 1960s.
The black Americans lastly start to acquire their rights in
practice as well as in law. And we can even say here that we
still haven’t “written” the ending of this book into history,
because we still have racism and racial conflict in our society.
In the structure of the novel, Tom’s death is unavoidable in
the system of slavery. He described as a selfless, hardworking,
good-tempered Christian man is condemned because evil,
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cruel, immoral, brutal men stuck around him and permitted
to control his every change.

Another antislavery novel of Harriet B. Stowe ‘The
Minister’s Wooing’ selected for the present research work.
It is a historical novel which first published in 1859. It was
set in the 18th-century New England. The novel represents
New England history and highlights the issue of slavery
system and evaluates the Calvinist doctrine in which Stowe
was elevated. Because of the similarities in setting,
comparisons are frequently drawn between this work and
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter (1850). However,
in compare to Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter, The Minister’s
Wooing is a “sentimental romance” its central plot rotates
around courtship and marriage. Additionally, Stowe’s
assessment of the regional history of New England deals
primarily with the native domain, the New England response
to slavery, and the psychological influence of the Calvinist
principles of destiny and impartial kindness.(28)

The Minister’s Wooing novel focuses on customs,
and mannerisms of New England and the local colour writing
that multiplied in late 19th century. However, Stowe
highlighted the issue of slavery in this present novel. This
novel is associated to her earlier anti-slavery novels. At last,
the work assists as a critique of Calvinism, written from the
viewpoint of an individual deeply familiar with the religious
system. Harriet Stowe’s father was renowned Calvinist
minister named Lyman Beecher. She illustrated elements of
the novel from events in both her and her elder sister
Catharine Beecher’s lives. All through the novel, she
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represents the response of different personality sorts to the
pressures of Calvinist principles, clarifying in this manner
what she observes as Calvinism’s strengths and weaknesses.
In specific, replying to the untimely death of her sister’s
fiancé and the deaths of two of her own children. Stowe
discourses the issue of destiny. (29)

Stowe’s well-known work ‘The Minister s Wooing’
was first serialized in the Atlantic Monthly, from December
1858 to December 1859. It was published in the book form
firstly in England by Sampson Low, Son & Co., in order to
guarantee British royalties, and then in the US by Derby and
Jackson. Harriet Stowe’s son named Henry drowned in the
Connecticut River In 1857. As like the sailor James in the
novel, he was not stimulated at the time of his death. She had
first created to re-evaluate the Calvinist view of salvation
after looking her sister Catherine wrestle in 1822 with the
similar loss of an unregenerate fiancé. Her son Henry’s death
encouraged further consideration. The sorrow and hesitation
which both Harriet and her sister had dealt with motivated to
create this novel. Their experiences are articulated in the
character of Mrs. Marvyn.

Harriet B. Stowe’s well-known work ‘The Minister s
Wooing’ in which Candace, the Negro servant of the Marvyns
was dedicated to Mr. and Mrs. Marvyn and her young master
named James Marvyn. The character Candace was as much
suffered as Mrs. Marvyn at the sad news of the drowning of
James. But there was dignity in her grief. When she saw Mary
Scudder’s unhappy and pale face “her whole soul seemed



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -1 92

to heave towards her like a billow, and she took her up in
her arms and broke forth into sobbing”. (30 )

Mrs. Marvyn was become so shocked that ever since
she heard the news she did not shed any tear nor did she
sleep. Her situation worried everyone in the family. Even
Doctor Samuel Hopkins with all the doctrine at his command
could not help there. Only Candace who was supported her
and set her heart at rest. She hugged the little lady to her
bosom and sat “rocking her, as if she had been a babe.” She
was consoled her that her son James who was one of the
favourite of god and that is why the Jesus who took him from
us. She assumed, “He knows all about mothers’ hearts; He
won’t break yours.” In this way her consoling words released
the flood-gates in Mrs. Marvyn and “healing sobs and tears
shook the frail form, as a faded lily shakes under the soft
rains of summer.” Thus, The devotion of Candace about the
situation which tended to Mrs. Marvyn was indeed touching.
(31)

The most important work of Stowe 1s ‘“The Minister’s
Wooing (1859) in which She picked out a subject slavery
issue as well as perfectly matched about home also. In this
way, the novel is dealt with the Protestant clergy of New
England, as the subject on whom she was an un-questionable
expert. She wrote to Lady Byron that, in her third novel she
was depicting “the heart and life of New England, its religion,
theology and manners.”

Harriet Stowe decided upon the Historical Dr. Samuel
Hopkins as one of the chief characters of her novel because
he was an outspoken antagonist of slavery and the rich slave-



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -1 93

trading welfares of Newport. He was condemned the sin of
slavery in an exciting sermon that it went straightforward
into the heart of his audience. Thus, Stowe gifted him with
an outstanding humanity and offered him as a forerunner of
the abolitionists. Another One of the wisest persons found
in the novel was Candace, an Amazonian Negress of visionary
insight and practical knowledge. She utilizes overall impact
on second only to that of the virtuous heroine. The Minister’s
Wooing was published in 1859, soon after its serialization
in the Atlantic Monthly.

This great work was also like Uncle Tom’s Cabin
and Dred which became a successful and going through the
amusing familiar procedure of being printed in edition after
edition. Its achievement in the Great Britain was similarly
remarkable and within a year translated into twenty-three
countries.

According to Critics ‘the Minister’s Wooing’ book
as Stowe’s the best and the most thoughtful work ever. They
always greeted her positively for her best work. James
Russell Lowell was pleased with the novel on which he stated
that it was considered “an imperishable masterpiece and the
most characteristic of Stowe’s works that on which her fame
would rest”. His statement was based on the fact that the
novel dealt with New England life and the author recognised
more familiarly possibly than any other writer. In a briefly
noted about this work by Dickens and stated about Stowe
and wrote that “he enjoyed the new book The Minister’s
Wooing more than anything she had done”. Gladstone was
chiefly motivated by the novel and admired it without
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reservation. The great women named Lady Byron wrote to
Stowe that she was passionately interested in her novel. Most
important Victorian author named Ruskin also partially
admired the book and was partly critical of Stowe’s method
of usage a few scenes.

As a natural significance the victims of the system
of slavery understood that their only expectation of
liberation lay in their escape. The departure was an effort to
escape to more pleasant situations not of climate but of
society. The desire for independence was very strong in the
black people. There was no any slave who did not want to be
free. Thus even kindly treated Negroes also loved to have
freedom in that period. However, they had hope for freedom
and always thinking about freedom felt happy. The slaves
began to run away only to escape from the dreadful torture
in the valley of trouble and suffering. In this way, Stowe’s
anti-slavery novels obviously carried out the slave’s love of
liberty. The most important character Mr. Marvyn was always
thought that his slaves would not desire for independence
and they were leading a happy life. At the instance of Dr.
Samuel Hopkins, Mr. Marvyn asked his slave. Candace liked
too much her liberty and she stated “Why, to be sure I should!
Who wouldn’t? Iwant to feel free.” (32) On Mr. Marvyn’s
announcing, she was free from that day, “Candace covered
her face with both her fat hands and shivered and trembled
and finally throwing her apron over her head, made a
desperate rush for the door, and threw herself down in
the kitchen in a perfect tropical torrent of tears and sobs.”

(33)
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Candace the Negro servant of the Marvyns was too
much devoted to Mr. and Mrs. Marvyn and her young master
named James Marvyn. She was as much lamented as Mrs.
Marvyn at the time of sad news overheard of the drowning
of James. But there was dignity in her sorrow. When she saw
to Mary Scudder’s unhappy and pale face “her whole soul
seemed to heave towards her like a billow, and she took her
up in her arms and broke forth into sobbing.

The best-known book ‘The Minister s Wooing’ was
written by Harriet Beecher Stowe. In this work she has drawn
intellectual interest in the latest years because of its
treatment of religious abuse, race, and portrayals of inter
feminine relations etc. Joan Hedrick wrote about its historical
background and embedded in Stowe’s own deeply religious
concerns and appealing that it was a reaction of;

“Implicitly at odds with the pastoral model of her
father and explicitly challenging [to] the male clerical
establishment.” The separation of the sexual domains was
so clear, however Hedrick claimed that “women were free
to develop their own forms, expressions, rituals, and
cosmologies” and suggested that “Stowe s role was to
minister within those forms, preferring to focus more on
the differences between the male and female world and
why and how bonds developed between men and women ™.
(34)

She contends that these bonds developed because
women were on the front lines of life. Women played very
important role in the life. They always appeared and helped
in birth, death, and sometimes ready to wet-nurse for their
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neighbour’s children when they required. Even though
Hedrick confesses that women existed in their separate
religious domain, she does not state the allegations of the
bonds that were articulated among women within that sphere
and why Stowe thought they were necessary to female mental
and emotional health. One more scholar, Susan Harris, has
explored “The religious and inherently feminine meta-
physical and sexual symbolism found in the central
chapters of the book, more so in the characters of Mary
and Virginie”. (35)

The clear logic and intense individualism of New
England deepened the problems of the Augustinian faith ...
No rite, no form, no paternal relation, no faith or prayer of
church, earthly or heavenly interposed the slightest shield
between the trembling spirit and Eternal Justice. The
individual entered eternity alone, as if he had no interceding
relation in the universe. This then was the awful dread which
was constantly underlying life. ... And this it was that was
lying with mountain weight on the shoulder of the mother,
too keenly agonized to feel that doubt in such a case was any
less a torture than the most dreadful certainty. (36)

There was a bleeding Kansas would only be the starting
of rising violence and increased bitterness between Northern
and Southern states. After returning from her third European
trip Stowe started to write for her brother Henry’s
Independent, which was often namelessly and providing
critical comment on nationwide occasions and the anti-
slavery causes. She also initiated work on her third novel
which focused on a wedding plot set two generations earlier
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in historic Newport, Rhode Island. The novel ‘The Minister’s
Wooing’ raises the question that: why would the country's
most visible antislavery novelist choose a plot and period
so removed from the frontlines of a national moral and
political battle? Specific historians and critics of Stowe,
and including her latest biographer named Joan Hedrick,
pointed out that, “Stowes astute attention to a literary
market with increased interest in “domestic fiction.”
Contrasting her experimental imprisoning of Uncle Tom’s
Cabin, Stowe now confidently saw her profession as a
novelist and wanted to write stories that would be of curiosity
for reading buyers. Then the reader’s demands, furthermore,
would also see her own expenditures as she was spending
progressively upper-middle-class way of life. Also, Hedrick
claims that “the literary market was becoming increasingly
segregated into gendered writing projects, secluding

female writers to specialists of home, hearth, and “local
color.” (37)

In this chapter, I argue that Stowe’s quaint historical
fiction and romantic regional work is more than an adaptation
to segregated market demands (though it is also that). Rather,
The Minister’s Wooing engages long-fermenting concerns
with the legacy of Calvinist notions of election. The novel
has national reach because of its exploration into national
origins and it arguably qualifies as her third anti-slavery novel.
Behind the guise of a captivating marriage plot and a cast of
comical characters set in the “keen New England air that
crystalizes emotion,” Stowe grapples with the religious
sources of anti-slavery sentiment and action, the preparation
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of ministers for the nation, and the discernable signs of
Calvinist election. However, Stowe remains thoughtful with
the national soul and like the project of history itself which
returns to an earlier period to discover sources that say to
the moral negotiations of her current days.

This assessment is the policy of impartial compassion,
an atmospheric test by which one identifies whether one is
among the chosen or elected of God. In this way, According
to this guideline, a sign of election is whether one is
accurately willing to sacrifice one’s life for the eternal state
of another. For Stowe, the doctrine first and leading
articulates how a mother’s heart experiences the pain over a
lost child as shown in Mrs. Marvyn’s sorrow over the
conveyed loss at sea of her beloved son. Thus, Mrs. Marvyn’s
sadness echoes Stowe’s own grief at the sudden death of her
son just months before the creation of this novel mission.
Most significantly the doctrine of impartial generosity
provides the religious foundation for the cause of anti-
slavery system and inspiring benevolent social reform. We
can see this all things in Stowe’s interpretation of the
historical figure of Samuel Hopkins and his translation of
disinterested benevolence into a social and political
antislavery idea. Thus, Owing to the inheritance of Hopkinson
theology, the philosophy is also a vehicle for thinking about
the training of ministers and their capability to offer delicious
theology. Lastly, with its publication in the newly shaped
Atlantic Monthly, whose mission of developing a national
literary culture base on New England exceptional. Stowe’s
religious and social project in this novel can also be read as
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a moral analysis into the historical and theological origins
of a attractively elected nation. In adding to the novel, this
chapter draws attention on noteworthy and cherished
correspondence between Stowe and her family throughout
the penning of the novel. The letters provided sharp and
rigorous vision into Stowe’s inner and knowledgeable life
as she crosses sorrow and hesitation in trying to approach a
more extensive theology of a devoted God. Thus, she
explored loss, the principle of divine election and Stowe’s
usages of black surrogacy to change its situation.

It was Stowe’s third novel which published in 1859
with the first serialized in The Atlantic from December 1858
to December 1859. As the magazine’s inaugural episodic
novel succeeding its creation in 1857. A work of historical
fiction set in 1790s Newport, Rhode Island, the novel focuses
the embodies of New England Calvinist theology in the daily
social patterns of household work, tea time hospitality, dress-

making, love, loss, and early New England antislavery
debates.(38)

There are two major plots structure found in the novel
and both of which feature the Calvinist minister, Dr. Hopkins
and his principles of disinterested benevolence. So, the first
plot is a marriage plot and a love triangle described by author.
The young character and the audience’s model of inspiring
religious devotion of Mary Scudder and the novel begin in
love with James Marvyn. He was admitting this “love” through
the language of self-sacrificial impartial benevolence in
concern for his soul. Suddenly, tragic news arrived when the
ship of James was the lost in the sea. The tragic news
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produced insightful suffering and sadness in Mary and the
Maryvn family. There was no clear evidence of the
reformative state of his soul. Candace was the domestic slave
of the Marvyn family who consoled to Mrs. Marvyn
promising her that she might belief her maternal sensitivity
of James’s elect status. Meanwhile, Dr. Hopkins who exist
in the Scudder home which recognises his own love for Mary
with the reassurance of her interferer mother named Katy
Scudder, proposed for marriage. Mary’s bottomless
admiration for Hopkins and the encouragement of her mother
force her to receive his proposal of marriage. On the day
before of the marriage, James returned from the sea and
confessing both his love for Mary and declaration of his
mystical state. Dr. Hopkins understood Mary’s remaining
love for James, notwithstanding her loyal commitment to
their engagement, “sacrifices” his proposal as an act of
romantic disinterested generosity. In this way, at the ending
the plot concludes with the marriage of Mary and James,
presided by Dr. Hopkins. The second major plot included
that Dr. Hopkins applying the doctrine of disinterested
benevolence to the cause of anti-slavery system. Because
slavery was a crime to generosity so Hopkins set out to
convince members of his audience to divest their parti-
cipation in slavery both as slaveholders and as recipients of
slave trade wealth.The Marvyns manumit their slaves Candace
and Cato who continue working for them as household
servants, as Simeon Brown, the “richest and most liberal
supporter of the society” through his wealth as a ship owner
in the slave trade, initiates the novel self-important of his
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attribution to the doctrine of disinterested benevolence as
one affecting to the soul, but rejects Hopkins’ extension of
its social extent and leaves the audience in disapproval for a
rival Newport congregation that reflects his narrow trust.

Thus, Stowe’s illustration of New England religion
is certainly sharp, romantic and powerful. She creates a
regional work that remarkably transforms New England into
a character itself and formed by determining its people,
weather, soil, doctrines, and “faculty” “faculty” is defined in
this novel as ““Yankee for savoir faire”.

“Unfolding in the clear, keen, cold New England clime,
and nurtured in its abstract and positive theologies, her
religious faculties took other forms. Instead of lying
entranced in mysterious raptures at the foot of altars, she
read and pondered treatises on the Will, and listened in
rapt attention, while her spiritual guide, the venerated
Dr. Hopkins, unfolded to her the theories of the great
Edwards on the nature of true virtue. (39)

According to Stowe, New England affectively stren-
gthens “many a poetic soul” with “the keen New England air
crystalizes emotions into ideas.” From New England’s rocky
soil and “rigid theological discipline,” the fortitude of
“strength and purity” is shaped not for enjoyment and
happiness, but for noble and “practical living.” Its publication
in The Atlantic carried a great deal of honour for Stowe and
the world. No one could have masterfully written such a kind
of work about New England culture. According to poet and
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early editor of the magazine named James Russell Lowell
whose congratulatory review pronounces that;

“In the materials of character already present in the story,
there is scope for Mrs. Stowe s humour, pathos, clear moral
sense, and quick eye for the scenery of life. We do not
believe that there is anyone who, by birth, breeding, and
natural capacity, has had the opportunity to know New
England as well as she, or who has the peculiar genius so
to profit by the knowledge.” (40)

In this way, on behalf of Lowell moreover, Stowe not
only captures the New England character, but she undertakes
the significant cultural protection of “New England habits
and tradition” for the national project of historical fiction.
He claims that ;

“There is no other writer who is so capable of perpetuating
for us, in a work of art, a style of thought and manners
which railways and newspapers will soon render as
Palaeozoic as the mastodon or the megalosaurians.”(41)

At pale for Lowell is Stowe’s capability to capture
the eternal character of a culture whose time had approved.
Not only in the style and character of a masterful sketch but
also with the goal of dispelling the anxiety about the declining
influence and hegemonic control of New England culture
for the nation.

However, the country’s most famous anti-slavery
novelist began her third novel in 1859. At that time there
was not found like such a novel in her present moment during
the argumentative outcome of the Fugitive Slave Act or
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Bleeding Kansas, but in “Pre-Railroad Times.” The novel
was not set in the southern plantation or miserable swamp
because she had never actually visited to such kind of places.
However her novel would be set in the familiar like a “rocky
New England soil” of homespun, theological debate, and
congregation gossip. As a work of historical fiction, the novel
provides an opportunity to find out a “pre-railroad time”
origin of the theological and political questions of the nation
making. Under the banner of The Atlantic s mission, the novel
celebrates the establishing of a national culture and character
cantered around small farms, hard work, and earnest ministers.
Yet is also an economy based on slavery. The antislavery
question does not vanish for Stowe, but it enclosed into the
church debates of the moral spread of the doctrine of
disinterested benevolence. In the novel ‘The Minister's
Wooing ’slavery is an commercial and moral problem not of
the South, but of the North as well and the wealth of Newport
obligated to its port of slave trade ships.

When Stowe’s narrator asks, “What shall a man do
with a sublime tier of moral faculties, when the most
profitable business out of his port is the slave-trade?” the
question of the effectiveness of the work of divinity as both
an individual and social principle is conveyed as a dominant
question of the novel, Even if potentially complicated behind
anostalgic New England background and the devoted
characters shaped by its soil. (42)

Hopkins magnifies the nature of virtue and generous
affections to contain an essential self-disregard in the
willingness to dedicate and abandon all for the moral of God
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and humanity. For Stowe the test of the authority and reach
of the principle is not in how characters navigate the
intellectual features of the policy but eventually in how they
direct its close predicaments of self-interest and disinterest,
love and loss, a sense of divine justice, and the bond of
kindness to wealth in the face of both James reformative
position and the moral demands of the anti-slavery causes.

In this novel, When news arrived that James Marvyn’s
ship was unfortunately lost at sea, at that time the question
arose about James’s fortune and election takes centre stage.
On hearing the disastrous news, the first words came out
from the mouth of Dr. Hopkins land with blunt force. He
inquires that “What was his spiritual state?”” This question
refers to the characters into a tailspin, but it is nevertheless
a question that already preoccupied their imagination
extended before Hopkins provided it voice. Though Mary
deals with the sorrow of her lost love and suitor and Mr.
Marvyn was downhearted. Thus, Mrs. Marvyn remains
anguished by thoughtful grief made all the more painful by
the indeterminacy of her son’s everlasting state. Imitating
on the psychic distress of election, she laments as;

“The number of the elect is so small we can scarce count
them for anything! Think what noble minds, what warm,
generous hearts, what splendid natures are wrecked and
thrown away by thousands and tens of thousands! How
we love each other! how our hearts weave into each other!
how more than glad we should be to die for each other!
And all this ends—Oh God, how must it end?” (43)
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She cannot desire to take the place of her dear son
but expresses the indicting and mournful anger over the
impartiality of a God who could demand such psychic
suffering of the living things. However, these are not the only
characters that lamented and expressed to the theological
doctrine of election and it is not James’s mother, father, or
Mary, but the Marvyn’s house slave named Candace. She
pronounced as knowing James the most intimately and self-
confidently. Candace was not only the keeper of the family
kitchen but also the mediator of the family soul. In this way,
Candace was the significant character through whom Stowe
provided the force of her spiritual critique. Candace was
served for the purpose of Stowe’s own experiences and
thoughts. she was signified as instinctively declining the
inflexible, special clarification of doctrine for a more
extensive and Confident assurance of divine election based
on the natural ethical authority of a mother’s heart. In the
background of this novel’s contending with the question of
election and loss of Stowe’s own struggling with the doctrine
of divine election succeeding the tragic drowning death of
her son just months before she began the novel at that time.
Inspecting Stowe’s messages ensuing her son Henry’s death
along with the critical doctrinal language of sorrow located
in the voices of both Mrs. Marvyn and Candace. One
energetic question was asked there; on whose authority,
knowledge, and experience do the doctrines of divine
election and disinterested benevolence rest? Mentioning to
a similar line of inquiry challenging the authority assertions
of the “faith of her father,” Lawrence Buell appeals that,
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Stowe’s masterful theological work in this novel the
“creative use of orthodoxy.”

In this present novel, Stowe’s character sketch of
Candace is indistinctly painted in racial mode of language.
She designates that Candace as having a “wide, joyous, rich,
physical abundance of nature,” along with “hearty abandon
of outward expression,” and displaying “a sort of savage
freedom about her.” (44) Whereas she began the novel of
enslaved, Candace and her husband named Cato were
announced about freedom by Mr. Marvyn and at that time
Dr. Hopkins visited the Marvyn’s home to discuss the
rejection of the system of slavery. Some slaves were not
respond in thankfulness and ask to continue working for their
master Marvyns because of kindly treated to every slave as
much like the master Shelby’s plantation, slaves treated well
under the manumitted leadership of the young George Shelby
in Uncle Tom’s Cabin. In this way some stayed as they were.
Candace’s “savage freedom” a accepted instinctive freedom
demonstrated in her religious beliefs that was the functioning
presentation of her freedom somewhat her manumitted
freedom. Candace’s selectively mysterious character traits
were accepted and made safe in her role as a happy, domicile
servant and a sort of New England Calvinist mammy etc. After
that Candace continued to offer release and comic relief,
meals and songs, aid and gossip from her location at the
kitchen household of the Marvyn home. Thus, Candace
represented a warm, honest and comforting alternative
spirituality in the face of the cold New England Calvinist
systems. (45)
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The theoretical category romantic racialism introduced
by historian literary critics named as George Frederickson,
who was described the appeal of the black figures in the
American social and literary discourses. According to
Frederickson, ‘the black figure is one whose “peculiarities”
are admired for what “Anglo-Saxonism” (also an emerging
identity term in the nineteenth-century) cannot readily
provide because of its lack, crucially, humility, servility,
patience, good nature, expressive emotion, and even
musicality.’(46)

Sketching on romanticism’s interest was in the
cleanliness of the noble savage in the face of disappointment
with colonial conquest and violence as well as the claim to
the “heart religion” of rising enthusiastic movements. The
“romantic racialism” creates characters such as Uncle Tom,
Milly and Candace as substances of conspiracy and imitation
for their ability to understand “the ultimate Christian virtue”
of simple love and grace.This sympathetic appeal to inherent
Christian virtue found sympathizers and proponents on all
sides of the slavery debate, to be sure. Abolitionists, liberal
anti-slavery reformers, and pro-slavery defenders all found
convenient the cooperative, good-natured African American
to their cause for its ability to point out the characteristics
lacking in Anglo-Saxonizing. (47)

Frederickson claims that ‘The black figure is understood
“more as a symbol than as a person, more as a vehicle for
romantic social criticism than as a human being with the
normal range of virtues and vices.” As like Uncle Tom
whose “truly African features were united with much
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kindliness and benevolence,” and Milly who is “majestic”
and “broad and generous” in soul and body, Candace, who
“watched the light in Mary’s eyes with the natural per-
ceptiveness by which her race appears to divine the thoughts
and feelings of their superiors.” It is also expressed through
these romantic racialist terms by Stowe in the mixture of
the vocabulary of sentimental and theological perception.

The most important point is to be noted in the novel
that the scene sets in Mrs. Marvyn, Mary, and Candace gather
together at the Marvyn’s household and soon after that hearing
the news of James supposed death at sea by drowning. In
many ways echoing Stowe’s letter to Catharine, Mrs. Marvyn
and Candace voice a stinging critique of the doctrine’s scope
and maintain on a revision of the evidence and sources of
impartiality, kindness, and determination. Eventually it is
Candace who resolves the theological and existential
problems in this way, operative as Stowe’s primary
replacement for her theological involvement and revision.
If Mrs. Marvyn assists to shore up the profound trouble over
a “hard, unjust, cruel” eternity, doubting a divine schema that
cannot answer her question, “Why were we made to love
s0, to hope so, —our hearts so full of feeling ’? (49) Candace
offers a different voice, which echoes Stowe’s response in
her letter to Catharine. As here “the only one to know James,”
she shifts the appeal of authority from a legalistic one to an
intuitive and experiential one. Election, for Candace, is not
situated in the mental anguish of intelligently working
through the problematical doctrine, but it is situated in her
soul and reached through her own understanding of her gospel
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education and the love and respect of familial promises.
Candace claims that;

‘Tell ye, dat ar’ boy honors his fader and mudder, ef he
don't do nuffin else,—an’ dats de fus’ commandment wid
promise, Ma’am; an’to see him a-settin’ up every day in
prayer-time, so handsome, holdin’ Missus's han’, an’
lookin’ right into her eyes all de time! Why, dat ar’ boy is
one of de ‘lect, —its jest as clare to me; and de ‘lect has
got to come in,—dat’s what I say. My faith's strong,—real
clare, ‘tell ye.” (50)

On this basis and justification, she is the first and
only one to announce that James among the elect. When Dr.
Hopkins responds, “Well, Candace we all hope you are
right,” she argues back, “Hope, Doctor! —I don t hope,—I
knows. ”(51) Candace challenges the restrictions of the
doctrine of election based on her theological knowledge and
shameless self-assertion of her trust. By expanding the
possibilities of the doctrine, she rejects its exclusion.

Candace replies to Dr. Hopkins with “Hope, Doctor!
—Idon’thope, I knows,” for example, Stowe designates the
doctor as confidentially admiring Candace, by anticipating
the “scandal and disgrace to the Protestant religion, that
Christians of America should openly practice and co-
untenance this enslaving of the Africans!”(52) This
observation contains an insertion of anti-slavery sentiment.
Candace arbitrates Dr. Hopkins’ aptitude to accuse the moral
shortcomings of white American Christians. Candace,
furthermore, is substituting to Stowe’s critique of Calvinist
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theology. It 1s, after all, Candace who carries relief to Mrs.
Marvyn, providing an uncannily similar voice to Stowe’s own
courageous theological claims about the power of mothers’
hearts. Candace encourages to Mrs. Marvyn as;

‘Look right at Jesus. Tell ye, honey, ye can 't live no
other way now. Don t ye ‘member how He looked on His
mother, when she stood faintin’ an’ tremblin’ under de
cross, je’ like you? He knows all about mothers’ hearts;
He won 't break yours. [...] I'm clar Mass’r James is one
o’de ‘lect and I'm clar dar s considerable more o’ de ‘lect
dan people tink. Why, Jesus didnt die for nothin’, —all
dat love a’n't gwine to be wasted. De ‘lect is more’n you
or I knows, honey! Dars de Spirit,—He’ll give it to ‘em’.
(33)

Candace proclaims that Jesus knows mothers’ hearts
because he observed on his own mother as he died. The
sorrow of both Christ and his mother are operative here. His
loss, witnessed by his mother, would not be “for nothing”.
Candace offers inspiration and theological improvement and
signifies something other than the demands of painful and
sorrowful theological system. That Candace is the porter of
comfort and truth, in Stowe’s writing, nothing new, given
her capability to present passionately racial and emotional
forms of religion for herself and for her white readers in
other characters such as Uncle Tom, Milly, and Dred though
Dred’s religion was portrayed as more dangerous to white
welfares. In The Minister’s Wooing, Candace appeared to
the failure of white theological imagination and permits for
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the overview of a more spacious theology of the doctrine of
election. There was also included an instinctive knowledge,
experiences, and a mother’s heart which recognized by Jesus
himself at the time of his own sacrifice.

However, the main aim of this chapter is to evaluate
the slavery system and struggle to revolt against the system
for freedom of enslaved people. The condition of slave people
evaluated from a historical point of view. We have got some
findings after studying to Harriet B. Stowe’s two novels as
Uncle Tom s Cabin (1852) and Ministers Wooing (1859).
The issue of the slavery system was highlighted by author in
a well manner through her famous novels. The author
described the problems of slavery system and suggested to
poor slaves for struggle against the slavery system. Mainly,
she focused on the female slaves’ problems. The moral power
of women is very important in these novels. Even though we
can see men’s dominance in society but Stowe wants to
highlight mainly on women’s characters throughout the
entirety of the novel. The anti-slavery system is stimulated
through these novels and inspired to enslaved people for
escaping from slavery system. A strong example that shows
the struggle not only mothers but women in common had to
endure during that time is perfectly embodied in the character
of Eliza, who does everything that she can save her son’s life
and give him freedom. She is also a perfect example of the
strength of women and particularly given that she is one of
the two main characters of the novel. On the other hand, slave
women had no authorized option in case of rape because their
bodies belonged to their owners by rule. Thus, Black women
were defenceless by both the rule and public view. They were
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only considered as a property of their masters. Hence, Stowe
uses feminist characters as on a mode of rebelling against
the society of her time. There are two most important ideas
to clarify in slavery’s setting in the novels that the power of
women and the importance of the religion which had the
conflict between slavery and Christianity. Also, the novel
represents the contrast between slavery and Christianity. The
evil nature of slavery is contrasting to the love of Christ and
slaves’ belief and faith. In adding, slaves were treated like
ordinary property and not as human beings. It is an important
point to discourse about when we are evaluating slavery
system in the novels of Stowe. The readers would be inspired
after getting moral ethics from these works and it would be
helpful to open the eyes of the people of the whole world
against the cruelty of slavery. In addition, it helped to create
the first feminist movements as a result of the inspiration.
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Chapter-1V

Toni Morrison : Slave Consciousness and
Visionary Mode

Toni Morrison was an American novelist, essayist,
and book editor. She was born in February 18, 1931 in Lorain,
Ohio. Her parents named as Romal and George Wofford.
She was belongs from a working class black family. Actually,
her born name was Chloe Ardelia Wofford. She became a
Catholic at the age of twelve and took the baptismal name as
‘Anthony’ and led to her nickname as “Toni’. She studied at
Howard University in Washington, D. C. in 1949. Here, she
was seeking the company of fellow black intellectuals and
while studying at Howard, She faced racially segregated at
restaurants and in the buses for the first time. After getting
Master of Arts, She taught English at Howard University.
While teaching there she met to Harold Morrison who was
Jamaican architect. Finally, she married with Harold in 1958
and 1dentified as ‘Toni Morrison’. But unfortunately, they
divorced in 1964 after getting two children. She was achieved
worldwide recognition when she was awarded the Nobel
Prize in literature in 1993. American president Barack
Obama presented Morrison with ‘The Presidential Medal of
Freedom’ on May 29, 2012. In 2019, Legislation was
introduced in Morrison’s hometown Lorain, Ohio, to
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officially recognize February 18, her birthday as, “Toni
Morrison Day”

Her first novel was known as ‘The Bluest Eyes’which
published in 1970. She won ‘The National Book Ceritics
Circle Award’ for critically acclaimed work as ‘Songs of
Solomon’ (1977). Morrison won ‘The Pulitzer Prize’ for her
very best known work ‘Beloved’ (1987) in 1988. She became
the first black female editor in fiction at Random House in
New York City in 1960. She was selected in the National
Endowment of the Humanities for the Jefferson Lecture. It
was the U. S. Federal government’s highest honour for her
achievement in the humanities. She was also honoured with
‘The national Book Foundation’s Medal of Distinguished
Contribution’ to American letters.

One incident happened when Morrison was about two
years old; her family’s landlord set fire to the house in which
they lived, because her parents could not pay rent on time.
At that time all the family members were at home. In this
way, she experienced of evil incident in childhood and saw
the life such as ‘monumental crudeness’. Her father George
Wofford moved to the racially integrated town of Lorain,
Ohio in the hope of escaping racism and securing gainful
employment in Ohio’s burgeoning industrial economy. Her
parents were used to motivate her to know the culture and
custom of the society and encourage her to telling some
traditional African American Folktales ghost stories and
songs. Her favourite authors were Jane Austen and Leo
Tolstoy. In the capability, Morrison played very important
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role in bringing black literature into mainstream. She worked
on one of the first book which was the ground breaking titled
as “Contemporary African Literature (1972)”. It was
collection of work written by Nigerian writers as Wole
Soyinka, Chinua Achebe and South African playwright Athol
Fugard. She fostered a new generation of Afro American
writers including poets and novelists as, Toni Cade Bambara,
radical activist Angela Davis, Black Panther Huey Newton
and novelist Gayl Jones. She was edited one important book
titled ‘The Black Book’ (1974). It was included with an
anthology of photographs, illustrations, essays and other
documents of black life in the United States from the time
of slavery to the 1920. She began her writing as a factious
and attended one meeting with a short story about a black
girl who longed to have blue eyes. Later Morrison developed
that story and written her best known novel ‘The Bluest Eyes’
(1970). It was Morrison’s first novel, which told the story of
a year in the life of Pecola Breedlove, a young black girl in
Ohio who approaches to believe that she has blue eyes. She
suffers deprivations, containing incest with her father and
subsequent pregnancy, until her obsession with blue eyes of
a friend’s doll degenerates into foolishness. Her second
novel ‘Sula’ (1973) is about a friendship between two black
women. This well-known work was nominated for the
‘National Book Award.” With this novel Morrison under-
takings treatment of female friendship, describing the active
relationship between two women named Sula Peace and Nel
Wright. This novel not only describes the story of how Sula
and Nel turn into friendship, but also the allegations of the
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gap that divides them when one chooses a traditional life of
marriage and family and the other one chooses the freedom
from traditional expectations from women. Her third well-
known novel ‘Song of Solomon’ was published in 1977. In
this novel, Morrison describes an intricate story of a black
man named Milkman Dead, and his exploration to com-
prehend himself in the situation of family history and racial
politics. Uniting memoirs of his own family stories of
relatives who missing land during renovation. Song of
Solomon chronicles Milkman’s journey from the North back
to the South to the actual places and people of his heritage
that his middle-class life had stimulated him to devaluate.
The nextnovel ‘Tar Baby’(1981) is about a looks observed
fashion novel in which Jadine falls in love with son, a
penniless drifter who feels at ease being black. It produced
an interest in the racial politics as well as in the African
Diaspora with gender relations. There was a love affair
between a black upper middle class model and art historian,
named Jadine Childs and Son Green. The uneducated
Stowaway, who interrupts in the Caribbean island mansion
of her rich white supporters, clarifies Morrison’s interest in
arguments about how blackness and genuineness get well-
defined in the African American community.

Her first play ‘Dreaming Emmett’ was about the
1955, murdered by white men of black teenager Emmett Till.
The play was performed in 1986, at the state university of
New York, at Albany. Toni Morrison published her greatest
novel ‘Beloved’in 1987. She was motivated by the true story
of an enslaved African American Woman named as Margaret
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Garner. This true story, she was discovered in while
compiling ‘The Black Book’. Margaret Garner had escaped
from slavery but again hunted by slaveholders. Facing return
to slavery, she killed her two years old daughter and she
captured before she could kill herself. This novel imagines
that the dead baby returning as a ghost ‘Beloved’ to hunt her
mother and family.

Toni Morrison was one of the most cultured novelists
in the history of African American literature. Her con-
ceptions are magnificent and artistic because she tried to
expose the beauty and hope beneath the surface of Black
America. During this procedure she united the aims of
Women’s Liberation and the Black freedom movement.
Certainly her literature is the history of black people who
always remained deprived in the society. At that same time,
she maintained a balance between writing a black literature
and universal literature. In this way, her novels demonstrate
worldwide themes, consuming the fixed foundation in the
cultural and social tradition of black Americans. She had the
greatest sense of history and skill of storytelling with love,
depth and beauty. If anyone wants to understand the work of
Toni Morrison, certainly will have to go through the socio-
economic and political conditions under which African
American survived in the white America. The situation and
systems of sociological, psychological restricted in the
society and that have influenced the black people in common
and African American women in particular.

The slave history exposes that the blacks nevertheless
of sex had been facing the painful facts of racism. In contrast
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to white man’s ethics of life and beauty and the black man’s
life style was intolerable. Many problems were endured by
black people in the society, as like sexual exploitation,
physical and mental harassment. Thus, black women were
sexually exploited by both the black and white men. Black
people were treated as a lower class by the virtue of their
race. The black women were considered as inferior to black
men by the virtue of their sex. However, they were separated
racially and sexually in the society. Without any support or
help they had to be liable and responsible for their own life
as well as for children’s future and welfare. In fact, the slavery
and racism are one of the most significant problems occurred
in the history of African American English literature. They
are deliberated as constitutive of the political, social,
economic and literary organizations of the United States. In
spite of Slavery ended in the United States in 1865, the
memoirs of slavery and the violent life of African American
are quiet alive in their slave narrative autobiographies, novels,
and poems etc. also Morrison was influenced by many African
American writers but genuinely impacted by Virginia Woolf’s
writings, Richard Wright, James Baldwin and Ralph Ellison.
She played a very significant role in producing a virtuously
African American literary language. Her voice seems to close
the character’s consciousness and closeness to the works
of Virginia Woolf. Virginia Woolf and Toni Morrison are
leading literary and cultural voices in the English literature.
However, critics desired to make a contrast between the two
great writers and in their writing styles and the issue that
they discussed in their literary works. The well-known Critic
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such as Barbara Christian, a professor of African American
Studies at The University of California says in her essay,
“Layered Rhythms: Virginia Woolf and Toni Morrison,”
says:

“Although from different cultures and times, you and
Virginia did face problems as women writers. While
Virginia had to “kill the angel in the house” ... you, Toni,
had to “kill the mammy in the Big House.” Virginia was
responding to the fact that women were not expected to
write, and when they did write, their tone “admitted that
[they] were only women or protesting that [they] were as
good as any man” ... When women wrote, they were still
expected to write in specific ways about specific themes -
that is, within the romance genre - about love, marriage,
manners.... But you, Toni Morrison, could not in 1953, in
spite of society's stereotype of the black woman as a
mammy, know about any African American women writers
of any substance”...(67)

In each of her novels, Morrison discourses various
issues, themes, and depicts some aspect of solution to the
domination troubling African people. She has described the
experiences and roles of black women in slavery and in racist
male-dominated society. In her Nobel Prize addressing, she
said:

“Tell us what it is to be a woman so that we may
know what it is to be a man. What moves at the margin.
What it is to have no home in this place. To be set adrift
from the one you knew. What it is to live at the edge of
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towns that cannot bear your company.” (Nobel Lecture-
1993)

Various prizes were awarded to Toni Morrison, for
literature including the Nobel prize, Pulitzer prize and
Presidential medal prizes etc. thus the appreciation of her
talent in the art of speaking worldwide issues. She deals
with rewriting history, re-assessing cultures, exploring and
provoking stereotypes of what it means to be Black or White
as well as what it means to be a man or a woman in the United
States of America. When she was honoured the Nobel Prize,
Alice Walker who was another greatest African American
writer said in an interview as;

“No one writes more beautifully than Toni Morrison. She
has consistently explored issues of true complexity and
terror and love in the lives of blacks. Harsh criticism has
not dissuaded her. Prizes have not trapped her. She is a
writer who deserves this honor”. (68)

This chapter aims at exploring and evaluating the
themes of slavery and antislavery system in Toni Morrison’s
selected novels as ‘Beloved’ and ‘A Mercy’. The objective
of this chapter is to study the historical perception of black
writing narratives and the effects of slavery, racism and
domination, in the life of African American people. She has
been representing the cruel picture of slavery in these two
novels and attempted to examine the mental and physical
suffering and tension of the slaves which had endured in their
real-life conditions. The crime of slavery was assorted in
the society. Slaves were familiar with the evil problems like
a displacement, isolation, oppression and violence. However,
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they lost their real identity and remained as a non-human
object.

Morrison’s most famous work ‘Beloved’(1987),
won the Pulitzer Prize, considered a slave narrative of the
twentieth century. An article in The New York Times ‘Beloved
as the critics " choice for the best novel of the past 25 years.
It was set against the background of slavery in the American
South in the period proximately before and following the
civil war (1861-1865). It penetrates, maybe more deeply than
any historical and psychological study and the insensible
emotional and psychic significance of slavery.

Toni Morrison has offered the true picture of African
American lives through her novels. She deliberates that in
the slave narratives various issues and aspects associated to
the lives of African Americans which they are missed out
and forgotten. She thinks that it is hazardous if one forgets
the past and never attempts to understand it. She also senses
that it is her duty to bring out these facts before her readers
and create awareness and thinking about the horrifying and
terrible conditions of African Americans during slavery
system. The present chapter is an attempting to study that
how Toni Morrison has illustrated the picture of slavery and
its effect on the lives of African Americans in the novel
Beloved. Toni Morrison tells about the story offered in
Beloved that;

“There is a necessity for remembering the horror, but of
course theres a necessity for remembering it in a manner
in which it can be digested, in a manner in which the
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memory is not destructive. The act of writing the book, in
a way, is a way of confronting it and making it possible to
remember.” (69)

She says about the significance of remembering the
past and how it should be continuously preserved in your
memories. She constantly attempts to give this message to
her community people that they can have idea about their
culture through the past. Also, they should live together in a
community. The novel Beloved exposes the lives of African
Americans and the former slaves who attempt to create their
lives for themselves through the probing individual histories.
Toni Morrison attempts to signify this fact through the chief
characters of the novel as; Sethe and Paul D. The African
Americans were manifested by the heritage of their specific
experiences with American slavery. The central character
named Sethe provokes a question of, what it means to be a
woman and mother?; and Paul D raises a question of, what it
means to be a man?, when the basic elements of freedom
and humanity are deprived of to them. Morrison expresses
about such serious subjects through her works, which draws
the attention of the reader and makes him think about the
humanity deprived of the African Americans by the
Organizations of that time. Though literary critics have
defined Morrison s work as transgressive, she desires to call
herself “a saboteur,” an author who continually chall-
enges her reader s and her own preconceptions about some
of the defining issues of American culture: racism, civil
rights, slavery, patriarchy”’(70)
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In her best novel Beloved, Morrison proposed to
show the reader what happened to slaves working in an
established slave system. The work studies the unhelpful
legacy of slavery as it records the life of a Black woman
named Sethe from her pre Civil War days as a slave in
Kentucky to her time in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1873. This novel
is based on the factual story of a Black slave woman named
Margaret Garner, who was escaped from a Kentucky
plantation with her husband called Robert and their children
in 1856. They wanted protection in Ohio, but their landlord
and law officers soon trapped up with the family. In this way,
before their recapture, Margaret killed her young daughter
to avoid her return to slavery. In this novel, Sethe is also an
overpoweringly dedicated mother, who runs away with her
children from cruel owner known as “schoolteacher.” They
were caught by owner in while escaping, and in an act of
highest love and sacrifice, she also tried to kill her children
to preserve them from slavery system. Only her two-year-
old daughter died, and the schoolteacher, trusting that Sethe
became a crazy however he decided not to take her back again.
Sethe far along has “Beloved” engraved on her daughter’s
tombstone. Although she had proposed for it to read “Dearly
Beloved,” she did not have the energy to “pay” for two words
each word cost her ten minutes of sex with the engraver.

These kinds of events are exposed in flashbacks, as
the novel opens in 1873. Sethe and her teenage daughter,
Denver, were living in Ohio, where their house located at
124 Bluestone Road. It was troubled by the angry ghost of
the child whom Sethe killed earlier. The hauntings were
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improved by the coming of Paul D, a man so ravaged by his
slave past that he keeps his spirits in the “tobacco bin” of his
heart. Sethe and he worked on the same plantation and the
two began a relationship there. In a short-lived period of
relative quiet ends with the entrance of a young woman who
says that her name is Beloved. She knows things that propose
she 1s the reawakening of Sethe’s lost daughter. Sethe was
possessed with assuaging her guilt and tried to pacify the
increasingly demanding and controlling Beloved. At one
point, Beloved seduces Paul D. After learning that Sethe
killed her daughter, he left.

The novel ‘Beloved’ explores the comprehensive
annihilation formed by slavery, which affects the characters
in liberty just as much as captivity. The plot of the novel
found two different stories. The first story is about the
present time of the year 1873, in Cincinnati, Ohio. The
second story describes through memories that express of
events that come to light in the past eighteen years. Sethe
and Paul D have not seen each other in eighteen years before.
They both ran away from Sweet Home and escaped at the
plantation in Kentucky where they lived as slaves. Both
escaped in captivity and they suffered painful experiences
in the process. Paul D over up at a prison camp in Georgia,
where he worked on a chain gang until a flood created
situations for an escape. For her portion, Sethe was nine
months pregnant when she ran away from Sweet Home and
she had to give birth en route to liberty. A young white woman
helped her in this situation and saved her life. However, Sethe
enabled to see her new born baby named as Denver and to
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make it to Ohio. There Sethe was reunited with the three
older children to whom she already had sent ahead of her.
When schoolteacher chased her down twenty-eight days later,
Sethe replied by attempting to kill her children to spare them
enslavement and though three survived, Sethe succeeded in
killing her eldest daughter.

When Paul D arrived at Sethe’s house at the beginning
of the novel at that time the house was already haunted by
the ghost of the daughter to whom Sethe murdered earlier.
Paul D frightened to the ghost and grew close with Sethe,
and became a part of the family. The chief inciting incident
that sets the plot in motion happens on the day that Paul D
takes Sethe and Denver to a local festival. They all three
arrived at house from their outing and suddenly found them
a mysterious young woman outside the house. She called
herself ‘Beloved’, but she could not clarify who she is? or
where she came from?. Beloved’s sudden entrance at the
house was confusing at first but after her presence quickly
began to unlock all sorts of troubling memories for Sethe,
Paul D, and Denver. It was through those memories,
recounted through remembrances that the reader step by step
learnt about what happened to Sethe and Paul D in the
eighteen years since their escape from Sweet Home. The
problematic encounter with these memories creates the
novel’s foremost conflict. Thus Sethe in specific sensations
paralyzed by her memories, and “she worked hard to
remember as close to nothing as was safe.”

The memoirs stimulated by Beloved’s presence build
in the direction of the novel’s twin climaxes. The first climax
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happens in chapter sixteen, which describes the scene where
schoolteacher reaches at 124 and at the same time Sethe
attempts to kill her children in the shed to save them from a
life of slavery system. She injuries to her two sons, cuts her
eldest daughter’s throat and tries to dash Denver’s head
against a wall. Such a terrible event changed Sethe’s life and
poisoning her status in the community, making deep rifts in
her family. Eighteen years later, Sethe understood that
Beloved was her dead daughter who returned to her and Sethe
pursued reclamation by taking this second chance to take
care for her lost child. The relationship between Sethe and
Beloved grew and depended on each other and with her
mother indisposed, Denver taking responsibility of the
family by looking for work. The second climax happens at
the end of the novel that, when a white man arrives to the
house to pick Denver up for work, Sethe mistakes the man
for schoolteacher. At this time, instead of attempting to kill
her children, she attempts to kill the white man. But , her
effort is dissatisfied by the group of women who have reached
at the house to escape Beloved from 124. At this moment,
Beloved disappears forever. Though missing behind, Sethe
has now the chance to escape Beloved’s held and heals from
the memories of slavery that have expended her completely.

Toni Morrison was used most important themes in
her novel ‘Beloved’(1987). Mother-daughter relationships
theme is described by Morrison. The maternal bonds were
found between Sethe and her children and prevent her own
individuation and avoid the development. Sethe grows a
dangerous maternal hunger that outcomes in killing one
daughter and her own “best self”. Her living daughter
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becomes separated from the Black community. Thus, Both
outcomes got from Sethe demanding to recover her “fantasy
of the future”,of her children from slavery life.

In Ohio, Sethe flops to identify her daughter Denver’s
necessity for interaction with the Black community to enter
into womankind. At the end of the novel, Denver prospers in
creating her own self and boarding on her individuation with
the support of Beloved. Sethe only develops individuated
after Beloved’s juggling. Then, she is permitted to fully accept
the first relationship that is totally “for her”, her relationship
with Paul D. Thus, this relationship relieves her from the
self-destruction she was causing based on her maternal bonds
with her children.

The best known characters named Beloved and Sethe
are both passionately impaired, which come from Sethe
having been enslaved. Because of slavery systyem, mothers
used to lose their children with shocking significances for
both. Baby Suggs dealt with this by denying to become close
with her children and memorizing what she could of them
but Sethe attempted to hold onto them and fight for them, to
the point of killing them so they could be free. Sethe was
disturbed by having had her milk stolen, unable to form the
symbolic bond between herself and her daughter of feeding
her. Morrison also described another theme as the
psychological effects of slavery. Because of the suffering
under slavery and most people who had been enslaved in this
system who wanted to repress these memories in an effort
to forget the past. This domination and separation from the
past causes were disintegration of the self and a loss of
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factual identity. Sethe, Paul D., and Denver all suffered a
loss of self, which could only be treated when they were
able to reconcile their pasts and memories of earlier
individualities. Beloved helps to remind these characters of
their suppressed memories, eventually leading to the
rehabilitation of their selves.

Slavery was splitting a person into a fragmented
figure. The identity, containing of hurting memories and
horrifying past, deprived and kept at bay, develops a “self
that 1s no self”. To heal and humanize, one must establish it
in a language, reorganize the painful events, and recite the
hurting memories. As a effect of suffering, the “self”
becomes subject to a violent practice of making and
unmaking and once recognized by spectators becomes real.
Sethe, Paul D, and Baby Suggs, who all fall short of such
realization, are unable to re-create themselves by demanding
to keep their pasts at bay. So, the “self” is situated in a word,
defined by others. The power lies in the audience, or more
specifically, in the word—once the word changes, so does
the identity. All the characters are in ‘Beloved’ facing the
challenge of an unmade self, composed of their “reme-
morizes” and defined by insights and language. The obstacle
that keeps them from re-creating of the self is the aspiration
for an “uncomplicated past” and the fear that memorizing
will lead them to “a place they couldn’t get back from”.

This novel represents slavery in two main emotions:
Love and Self-Preservation; however, Morrison portrays the
emotions. The author perfectly shows the horrors of
enslavement and its effects to communicate in the morals



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -234

of manhood. The character Paul D’s representation of
manhood was being frequently challenged by the standards
and values of White culture. She manipulated her “message”
though the social atmosphere of her words, which was further
decorated by the character’s motives and actions. He was a
victim of racism and his dreams and goals were so high that
he would never be able to complete them because of racism.
He understood that he received his right to reach each of his
goals because of his sacrifices and what he has been through,
that society would pay him back and allow him to do what
his heart desired.

Toni Morrison’s novel Beloved is discoursed in this
chapter with full of emotions and feelings. It focuses on fear,
hatred, tension, passion and also love, which performs in
several forms such as motherly love, physical love or the
abstract love of independence. Similarly, author highlights
the political aspects in this book. Morrison asked questions
to the American maxim, which was specified in the
Declaration of Independence, that,

“all men are created equal” by showing how slaves
worked, fought and even died for “natural” human rights
like freedom, the pursuit of happiness or, even more
fundamental, the merely recognition as human beings. The
multi-perspective view on the slaves’ every-day live
before, during and after the escape into freedom is both a
fascinating and upsetting description of how slavery really
was and, furthermore, an accusation of injustice and
inhumanity throughout the time of slavery and today. In
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2.0, the facets of slavery and its consequences are centred.
It shall be shown how this dark part of the American
history influenced, respectively manipulated, human

’

beings and their actions and feelings.’

It is observed that how it is possible for Sethe and
other characters to overcome their terrible past. In adding,
the problem of a collective memory is observed. Likewise,
the thesis 1s working through the past and overcoming on
the issues. Also this novel closely connected with the
supernatural elements chiefly with the ghost of Beloved. All
over the whole study, such a significant aspects as the physical
and psychological effects of slavery, the special condition
of women, narrative and stylistic features, etc. are measured
in this well-known work.

Sethe is the protagonist of the novel Beloved. There
were a lot of issues happened with her in life, because she
was a woman, she was a slave and she was black. These three
chief conditions are determined and approximately destroy
her life. Another fact is there which controls her life as
motherhood. In the slavery system, it was not a matter of
progress for enslaved women to have a child but Mostly; a
slave’s child was viewed as growth of the slave-holder’s
wealth means the slave and their children considered as
property. Here already shows the significances that the
mother would able to care for her child only for a short time,
until they become either old enough to be sold or to work
for any slaveholders. In this way, the major issue happened
that is separation of children from their mothers. The
mothers knew already the actual condition of the slavery
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system and how the slaves faced the problems, also thought
that no one would help their children in absence of mother.
However, Sethe’s fortune shows the consequences of a
mother’s nervousness in such a worst condition. Her
suffering and helplessness lead her to take the decision to
kill her own child. The question arises whether she did this
although or because she loved her child cannot be answered
simply. The child was a inspiration for Sethe to escape from
the slavery system. The condition in which Sethe and Halle
living is entirely determined by slavery and let an ordinary
life with normal needs and joys seems ideal. Neither they
have the prospect to see their children do not grow up with
happily, nor can they provide them education, family life or
anything else needed. In this way, they remained normal in
their life. Sethe thought that everything should be well for
her children but it was not possible in the slavery system.
She knew that the slavery system was closely connected with
the loss of self-respect, liberty and control over the own
body etc. Thus, Sethe’s motherly instinct was different which
made her dare to run away and wanted freedom. However,
Maternity is so dominant in Sethe’s life but since her
conditions lead her to dangerous decision and changed the
influences of her life, and considered the murderer of
Beloved.

Sethe’s mother-love was on the basis of her deed,
because she was offered as a loving although innocent mother,
whose willingness to do everything for her children appeared
to go beyond the death of her child, for instance, when Sethe
waged the carving of Beloved’s tombstone with her body.
The fact that, she ‘sells’ her body to the stonemason more or
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less willingly, so Sethe’s helplessness and her willingness
converted into self-sacrifice. The latter sensation is inspired
by her conviction and somewhat knew about the value of the
pain.

“The best thing she was, was her children. Whites might
dirty her (...), but not her best thing, her beautiful, magical
best thing- the part of her that was clean.” (1)

Sethe thought about herself that she was as inferior
to care of her own children but it was usual for her to sacrifice
herself for the children. Thus, this is aspect which also
encourages her to murder Beloved. Because of on the one
hand this decision saved to Beloved from slavery and on the
other hand, Sethe became stranger and criminal, even an
outlaw of the black communal. In this way, this act was self-
sacrificing and self-centred at that time. The man Paul D.
who was summarizing actually what was going on in Sethe’s
mind then said :

“Your love is too thick™. (2)

It can be supposed that Sethe subordinates her and
her children’s chance of a free and enjoyable life together
to her personal dreadfulness of the life she had before. At
last here, the feelings of mother-love and self-love came
together. In this book, Sethe is existing as a victim and her
sorrows were described and her activities grew under-
standable to us. Therefore, the reader sympathizes with her,
although she was the murderer of her child. However, the
conditions were led to this dangerous crime and caused
undoubtedly certain ‘irresponsibility’ and it could be
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considered that the murderer was committed within an
emotional impact.

Actually in the slavery system Slaves were the property
of the owners and they were commonly treated like animals.
They used to surrender their labour force and life for their
masters. As the same in this novel, Sethe and other slaves
had a rather sufferable life untill Mr. Garner was the landlord
of Sweet Home. When School-teacher proceed over the farm
things begin to change. Schoolteacher was given instructions
for not only about physical but also psychological violence.
This is dreadfully explained when Sethe overhears School
teachers words to his students to note down Sethe’s “animal
characteristics” as well as her “human chara-cteristics”(3)
Sethe’s disturbed consciousness that Schoolteacher grasps
her as sub-human. However, it was one of the causes to decide
to run away from slavery. Under such continuous instruction,
there was not a matter of course that black people were
misused as slaves by white masters. They could not develop
natural feelings like self-love or self-respect in this evil
system. On the contrary basis; the procedure of dehu-
manization was led by the whites and kept to the slaves in the
suffering to loss of their identity. This procedure included
not only devaluation and humiliation but also ‘de-identi-
fication’: the annihilation of the slaves’ identities through
randomly naming by the slave-owners.

Toni Morrison’s novels bring out the real experience
of being black and female and their struggle to realise the
reliable black female self-Writing offers her chance to sort
out the past issues of the African-Americans. She considers
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that the stability should be stayed between past and present
because it is necessary to create bonds, mutual commitments
and a shared common history of struggle. Toni Morrison’s
well-known novel ‘Beloved’ (1987), and it is Pulitzer Prize
winning novel in which described the feminine issues and
historical distresses combine to produce what Morrison has
elsewhere called, an honest Black Book.

Toni Morrison depicts the nature of black women
and their issues. So, women show the anger because of their
harassment and start to protest against their oppressors.
However, they try to proclaim their individuality and prosper
in leading a life of their own in the white dominated American
society. The present chapter explores that how the black
enslaved women played vital role against the slavery system
as protagonists. Black enslaved people endured a lot suffer
in the slavery that is why they started revolt against such a
brutal system. They had desire to success in achieving their
final freedom through the black female bonding from both
white and black dictators. Thus, it would be leading to their
declaration of black female unity and identity. Their mission
for identity ends in both physical and moral success which
is symbolic of the victory of black women throughout the
whole world.

The novel ‘Beloved’ deals with the most painful
period in the history of Black people and the slave period.
Toni Morrison sensed an obligation to write the story because
no one ever tried or dared to attempt the details of slavery
and its after-effects. The novel carried out the heart-breaking
positions of the pain which endured by Black women. It
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focused on the strong bonding among the enslaved people
and 1t would be facilitated the oral transmission of myth to
the succeeding generations.

Toni Morrison has completed a great deal of dynamic
research on Beloved. It is dedicated to Sixty Million and
more expected number of Africans curved for the slave trade
that either died while expecting transportation, or during the
journey on slave ships. While writing the novel Beloved,
Morrison was constantly worried with specific people and
their internal lives. As she states herself that;

“This was not a book about the institution slavery with a
capital S but it was about these anonymous people called
slaves. What they do to keep on, how they make a life,
what they 're willing to risk, however long it lasts, in order
to relate to one another”(66)

The story develops through a sequence of remem-
brances. The characters do not like to remember their hurting
story of slavery. The novel moves back and forward between
the past and the present. Step by step, the hill stories of the
chief characters develop. The memoirs are generated when
Paul.D come back into Sethe’s life. He recognizes to Sethe
from the period where they were slaves together at Sweet
Home Plantation. They were escaped from the same place.
That Plantation had been owned by Mr.and Mrs.Gamers who
ran a different kind of slavery where there were no men-
bred slaves. Sethe had been carried around the age of thirteen
to the Sweet Home Plantation which was actually neither
sweet nor home. She had given birth to eight children and
her liberty was acquired by her son Halle Suggs and with his
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five years of working on Sundays. After two years, Sethe
married with Halle and they had four children.

After Mr.Gamer’s death, the Plantation was achieved
by his brother named a schoolteacher and his nephews.
Mrs.Gamer was affected by a cancerous illness at the same
time. She was the single white woman in the plantation with
the six black male slaves and female black Sethe. In that
period, Sethe was forced to go through inhuman experiences
and cruelty of the evils of slavery. The schoolteacher used
to signify the most unfaithful kind of institutional evil. Sethe
realised that schoolteacher’s cruel intentions may well
contained the ultimate selling of her children when they were
too young. However, Sethe decided to run away from the
plantation and escape north to liberty. She succeeded to get
her children on board the northbound procession. But at that
time before she joined them, she became the diversion of
the schoolteacher’s nephews who intrude upon her by stealing
the milk. She tolerated too much because of her pregnancy
with her fourth child. In this way, she was inhumanly beaten
for reporting that same incident to Mrs.Gamer. Thus, Sethe
left from that place as in the position of pregnant, barefoot
and injured. She escaped and went towards Ohio to meet her
mother-in-law named Baby Suggs and her children including
Beloved. On her way to 124 Bluestone Road, Cincinnati, the
new place of the liberated Baby Suggs. After that, Sethe gave
birth to female child named Denver. In that critical situation,
a white woman named Amy helped her. Even though Sethe
did not reach in Cincinnati with Halle, she arrived with her
daughter named Denver.

The school teacher chose to capture to Sethe and
send her return to slavery. There was the aim of Sethe to
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take her children to 124 Bluestone where she could protect
her children from the troubles. But when schoolteacher
eventually reached in 124 Bluestone, rather than allow her
children to coming back to a life of slavery system. Because
of such a critical situation, Sethe attempted to kill all the
four children but she could succeed in killing only to
Beloved. As Wilfred observes that:

...Sethe, like Eva who murders Plum, is a mother who kills
her child in order to save its life, or give it new life. It is
important to note, however, that what was true of Eva is
equally true of Sethe; the act of murder was not perceived
as a senseless crime but as a necessity. Hence the
significance of Sethes action runs much deeper than it
appears on surface.(Wilfred, p.105-106). (74)

After horrible incident, Sethe and Denver spent three
months in the prison and while Baby Suggs got too much
anxiety and took to bed in depression. Denver joined Lady
Jones’ school, but turn into silent after knowing about her
mother’s performance of infanticide. Sethe’s two sons named
Howard and Buglar ran away to escape from the haunting
place. Sethe’s mother-in-law Baby Suggs died in 1865.

Sethe “is not only taken to jail but also, and perhaps more
important, condemned by the black women in the
community, indicted by Denver, abandoned by the man she
loves, and haunted by the ghost of the dead child” (Wilfred,
p-109). (75)

The reader also learnt about Paul.D’s history since

being sold to Brandywine there. He was spent eighty six days
in a criminal chain gang and devoted almost a year and a half



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -24 3

with a woman named Delaware, worked for the army for the
duration of the Civil War and lastly moved towards Sethe’s
house. When Paul D. came to live with Sethe, their reunion
seemed to bring true love into the haunted house. He
superficially came to know the harsh spirit ruling in the house
and also another figure appeared and arose to possess the
house and its dwellers. It was ‘Beloved’ the mysterious child
as a young woman of untold origins. But when Paul.D came
to know about Sethe’s terrible crime, he rejected to her and
went away.

“Paul.D's departure symbolizes the split that has occurred
between them due to their inability to deal with the past, a
past which literally haunts them and parts them”

Paul.D’s parting Sethe and Beloved developed close
together. In the meantime, Pau.D. searched for shelter in a
local church. After more in detailed conversation with Stamp
Paid, he knew Sethe’s trouble and finally forgave her. At the
end of the novel, the residents struggle to drive out the ghost
from the haunted house. Paul.D. returned once again and
encouraged to Sethe, who was virtually ready to give up her
life because of worth living the life. She properly senses
that “he wants to put his story next to hers” He helped her
to regain her love and her life again. In this way, at last he
accepted her as a friend of his mind;

“she is a friend of my mind. She gathers me, man. The
pieces I am, she gathers them and give them back to me in
all the right order. It's good, you know, when you got a
woman who is a friend of your mind” (4)
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With her valuable help, he could give up “the serious
work of beating back the past” and like Sethe exposed his
heart to the potentials of living and loving like a really free
and whole human existence.

However, the novel performs equally the past and the
present experiences of Sethe and her excursion for senses
and wholeness of slavery and liberty. An even present remark
as areminder of the past is Beloved. Sethe’s child was killed
by her with cutting her throat with a handsaw, to replacement
the child from the unspeakable experiences. Most female
slaves were doing the same act in the slavery system. The
novel also produces the story of all the slaves of the Sweet
Home Plantation as; Baby Suggs, Paul.D, Paul.F, Paul. A,
Halle Suggs and Sixo. Thus, it is also, like the major works
of the slave narrative genre, the composite story of all slaves
and their quest for freedom through flight.

The most important incident was noted in the novel
as Sethe a mother who murdered of her baby daughter. It was
very shocking incident we came to know from this story.
The novel highlights the emotional and psychic state of mind
in the slavery and presented its effect on the behaviour of
Sethe. Another fact that, She was sexually abused and beaten
by the slaveholders and treated like inhumanly. Also, Sethe
was raped by the white boys who took her milk, her spirit
and power of nurturance. She herself was like a child who
deprived of her own milk. Her eyes reflected the spiritual
loss and rejection of self. Thus, she had experienced at all
levels in her life as an inhuman being. When she got marry,
her age was only fourteen and within four years she had given
birth to four children.
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“Sethe, the mother figure, is a mere girl herself. Unlike
Ruth or Therese, Sethe is a woman - child of nineteen ”(71)

Thus, Sethe’s killed daughter named Beloved must
be understood in contradiction of the background of her
stressful experiences. Toni Morrison states that when she
was started to write the story, she intended it to be about the
sensitivity of self-women expression the best through
development. For Morrison the chief question was how and
why that nurturing disposition could lead to infanticide. She
manipulated that she had to offer the inner reality about all
these sufferers of slavery. In the case of Sethe, the obligation
to express the inner reality was difficult by the issue of
guiltiness. Marsha Darling claims that Morrison felt the need
for her protagonist to be judged for her ferocious action:

Since she wasn't “there’” Morrison felt she couldn t be this
necessary ‘“‘judge,” and as the book developed she came
to feel that nobody else who knew the woman could
adequately play this role either. That is, there was nobody
else alive who could play this role. Thus it occurred to
Morrison that the murdered child was the only possibility
left. And this was how the “ghostly” character. Beloved,
“inserted herself in to the text” (72)

Toni Morrison described in her works about the most
troubled period of slavery in the history of African people.
The historical truth was proved that the collective struggle
the only solution for African people. Because Africans were
faced with harmful conditions similar to that of the slavery
that’s why Morrison wanted to show them the need of the
unity among the deprived people of the country. After that
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they will fight against their enemy. Her conscious emphasis
on collective rather than individual struggle was clarified
through her constant proclamations that ‘the Beloved is the
story of a people rather than a person’. She states that “the
novel has to be the interior life of some people, a small group
of people and everything they do is impacted on by the horror
of slavery, but they are also people”.

The effect of slavery on a people thus contains the way
internalization of oppressors’ standards which can distort all
close human relationships and even undermine the self,
Mbalia claims that each of Morrison’s novels,

“Concentrates on a different but related factor in the
oppression of African people, all are symbiotically related.
In fact, each serves as a stepping stone that enables
Morrison to move to the next level of discovery” (73)

In the novel ‘Beloved’, Morrison undertakings to prove that;

“Collectivism is only the first step in eradicating the
national oppression and class exploitation of African
people. Although never primary until this work, the
intrinsic value of collectivism to the African community
has always been a part of the Morrisonian canon. The
use of bird and flight symbolism in most of her novels

]

reveals the author’s belief in that value.’

Toni Morrison highlighted the issue about the unity
of women in her novels and explained that the need of unity
among the women to become powerfully connections with
one another like concentrated in Beloved novel. It was all
the most important aspect in the time of slavery because
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there was a insightful and factual need for physical as well
as psychological existence. Observing on her struggle to
explore a relationship between two women, Toni Morrison
states that;

We read about Ajax and Achilles willing to die for each
other but very little about the friendship of women, and
them having respect for each other, like it s something new.
But black women had always had that, they have always
been emotional life supports for each other” (76)

When Sethe reaches with her new-born daughter tied
to her chest to meet Baby Suggas at that time she welcomes
her. Another most important aspect here that, Sethe had a
influential culture mentor like Baby Suggs who sparks a
desire in her to know her previous time and to love herself
as aperson. However, Baby Suggs develops Sethe’s sense of
womanhood and their bonds to made stronger between one
another.

Sethe was deciding to go lonely and taking wrong
decision. When Sethe killed to Beloved, Denver who
searched for the help of the community to release her mother.
Morrison claimed that the role of the community sisters in
surfacing a character was relevant. Sethe was abandoned from
the community, because of her bad behaviour and she
remained alone. But the most important thing happened in
her life that, she could be brought back and regained her peace
and stability. Morrison supports the assessment that a woman
should not stand apart from the community and not to be an
outsider while fighting with the problems of life. Sethe
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became conscious that being as an outsider and surviving in
separation, she cannot succeed in solving her problems.
Though she had to transfer through a process of demanding
self-examination and finally she succeeded to maintain a
significant relationship with other people.

Baby Suggs also addressed to all black men and women
to love their ‘flesh hard because it is flesh that weeps;
flesh that dances.... (5)

This kind of vision of religion or somewhat the re-
vision of religion is supposed to be necessary element of
the self. In this way, deprived of the self-love, women cannot
manage selthood. Thus women are not intended only as the
sacrificial goats, the mule of the world, the symbol of
chastity and dignity, but also as human beings who have a
right to establish their existence.

In this novel, Sethe plays very important role for the
revolt against slavery and she called as a symbol of female
empowerment. Because, Sethe bravely faces problems in her
life time and succeeds in preventing schoolteacher and moves
a crucial step further than all the other characters in the novel.
She acts as the great mother, nurturer and nursing figure and
her seeing the mostly concerned about her children. Hence,
she understands that the death as a sanctuary from an
oppressive life. When Paul D comes back to Sethe’s life
then he supports her to reclaim her life again and love again.
Her aspiration for Paul.D supports her identification with
love. Lastly, her journey from the soul of Beloved in favour
of Ella’s offer of reconciliation shows Sethe’s refusal of
self-destruction in favour of common love. Together with
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Paul.D she had struggled to copy a positive life under the
most harassing situations. Toni Morrison seems to
recommend that the same struggle must be remunerated
between African men and women today.

The central character in Beloved rises from the
situation of nothing to the position of self-empowerment. It
1s not an astonishing transformation coming rapidly, but
slowly but surely reform of the broken throats. Such type of
pattern brings out the significant and meaningful condition.
Women’s mission was to acquire the self-identity, self-
awareness, self-empowerment and desire to construct the
organized or communal free life for women in all forms like
material, spiritual, emotional, physical and social etc. In
Beloved the conquest is imperfect to the protagonist and
her existing daughter. Morrison appears to stress that women
want to establish unity in their lives to progress and promote
the new systems and attitudes in the direction of women’s
problems.

Morrison promotes the feminist potentials through
woman character in her novels. She portrays the character
of Sethe who has the traditional beauty, power, resistance
and honesty of black women. She is thoughtful and sensitive
about the feminist anxieties and contains all those features
of black female experiences in her text, which are convincing
significance to a woman. Morrison stated her opinions in
the interview with Rosemarie, on an enormously hurting and
unpleasant history of black women in the States where black
women have constantly remained as mother and labourer,
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mother and worker. Women used to work in the fields along
with men:

“They were required to do physical labour in competition
with them, so that their relations with each other turned
out to be more comradeship than male dominance/female
subordination.... Black women are both ship and safe
harbour” (6)

However Morrison practices a beautiful metaphor to
highlight that the black women who are much more suitable
to aggressiveness in the mode of feminists recommending.
Sethe is an epithet of that appearance when Paul.D who had
earlier abandoned to Sethe because of her staggering crime
but again he came back into her life. When Paul.D says,

“You, your best thing, Sethe, You are” (335), he imphes
that “Sethe must recognize that only if she begins with
love of self can she finish her journey to true freedom and
a free love of life” (77)

The chief question arises here how do women
proclaim themselves? And how do they attempt to establish
a free society of discrimination? Morrison experiments with
choices and lastly arises to a conclusion. She first appears
to have a Utopian “Herland” in mind. Consequently, we find
124 Bluestone a female Utopia with no men all over the
place. For a while, this kind of solution seems correct. But
later even this Utopian dream disappears. Hence, Morrison
rejects the female Utopia. The solution possibly lies in
individuality than in dependency. In the direction of the end,
we find that Sethe struggled for escaping and started revolt
against the slavery system and with the support of Paul.D,
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she began to think about her better future. In this way,
Morrison also used to see the same vision of tomorrow and
in tomorrow, the men should be ready to help deprived
women as like Paul D. who supports to woman to achieve
their specific rights.

Toni Morrison had written a historical trilogy as the
novel Beloved, Jazz and Paradise. Beloved deals with the
problems of slavery, Jazz continues this exploration into the
1920s, and Paradise encompasses the investigation of history
into the 1970s. In this way, Toni Morrison’s novels have been
a chief contribution to black literature in the historical
development. Henderson stated that Toni Morrison is among
the authors who tried to show actually what happened to
African Americans in the past time and attempted to show
what has been forgotten or is being silenced:

“Yet, in many respects, these writers were limited in their
efforts to fully depict the physical and psychological
suffering of African American people...Toni Morrison
seeks to signify on those silences imposed by publishers
and editors of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. In
particular, Williams and Morrison extend the efforts of
their predecessors by developing creative responses to
those calls centered on the wounds of the African American
body.”(7)

Morrison highlighted the heartbroken past of African
Americans in the Beloved novel. She explained the hidden
experiences for a better understanding of African American
history. The well-known novel Beloved is dealing with the
real life story and incidents happened from A frican American
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history where special importance has been specified to the
horrors and tortures of slavery. It has been specified in order
to remind the reader about the historical events. In Beloved,
Morrison explores the past and wants to keep in mind for
long time and not to forget the actual history of African
American.

Morrison s critically acclaimed novel Beloved probes the
most painful part of the African American heritage,
slavery, by way of what she has called “rememory” —
deliberately reconstructing what has been forgotten. (8)

In this way, Morrison attempts to signify the history
of African Americans from her own viewpoint and drawing
the attention towards what slavery can do to human beings
and their families.

Schoolteacher was an educated person but very cruel.
He used all the means of conventional slavery on the slaves
of the plantation. He treated badly to slaves with whipping,
torture, harassment, humiliation and tried to keep them as
dehumanize slaves. In this novel, schoolteacher was a
representative of white authority. The atmosphere was totally
changed about Sweet Home and started with schoolteacher’s
dissatisfaction mentioned that the slaves ate and the way
they rested: “He complained they ate too much, rested too
much, talked too much, which was certainly true compared
to him, because schoolteacher ate little, spoke less and
rested not at all.” (9)

Thus, Schoolteacher’s arrogance on the slaves was
going to have innumerable effects on Sethe’s behaviour as
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truly described by author in this novel. His violence in the
Sweet Home indicates to rebellion, madness, and to death
of slaves.

“In Beloved, Schoolteacher is clearly the primary
representative and agent of the system of white-supre-
macist, capitalist patriarchy in the era of slavery. His
interpellations of Sethe, Paul D, Sixo, and Halle lead to
rebellion, madness, and death.” (10)

Because of schoolteacher’s cruel attitude, the slaves
on Sweet Home decided to run away from that evil place.
Sethe was pregnant that’s why she had sent her two-year-old
daughter and her two older sons ahead with some of the other
slaves for escaping. But one incident was happened that her
husband named Halle did not reach to meet them at the place
where they decided to meet. However, Sethe decided to stop
behind to look for Halle but suddenly she was caught by
schoolteacher’s nephews who held her down and raped on
her and sucked milk from her breasts. Thus, the brutal
condition was endured by poor slaves in the evil system.

After this incident schoolteacher came to know that
Sethe told Mrs. Garner about this incident. He ordered his
nephews to whip Sethe very badly. The whipping was
continually endured by poor Sethe. It was beaten on her open
skin of back. “Schoolteacher’s nephew represents a
dismissal by whites of the dehumanizing qualities of
slavery”’(Beloved) When Sethe was raped by schoolteacher’
nephew, he saw how her body was exploited. His exploitation
of slaves would lead to the misfortune of Sethe and her
family. Suero Elliott noted that the abusing and the cruel
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treatment of Sethe’s body was certainly used not only to
display the cruelty of schoolteacher, but also his universal
inclinations:

“ For Sethe, the fetishization of her body by the white
schoolteacher and his nephews causes psychic fragme-
ntation that continues to thwart the development of her
subjectivity after she leaves slavery. .... Sethe's per-
sonhood, as it has been allowed to exist under slavery, is
reduced further to animality”. (11)

The scratches of whipping are looking so dangerous
on Sethe’s back and they seeming similar to the stem of a
tree with its branches. Sethe tolerated wounds on her back
because she attempted to run away and wanted to escape from
brutal condition. In that evil condition, a white girl named
Amy Denver who helped to Sethe when she was attempting
to run away from Sweet Home, calls the tree a chokecherry
tree. The tree image designates here that she has been wiped
so much that the marks on her back looks like a tree with its
congested branches. However, when Sethe discussed about
this incident with Paul D, she mentioned the marks on her
back ruthlessly but she could not talk about the ache. She
was endured too much pain at the time of punishment. But
she said the scratches of whipping looked like Aach-
okecherry tree. “Trunk, branches, and even leaves, Tiny little
chokecherry leaves.” (12)

In this novel, we observed that Sethe was not mostly
exaggerated with the pain and punished her as dehumanization
but she felt too much grief for her stolen milk. It was the
most important scene depicted by Morrison in the novel. At
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the time of punishing, Sethe was a pregnant, even though she
endured too much suffering physically as well as mentally.
She didn’t think seriously about physically paining in while
whipping but chiefly focused on the milk which had been
taken from her breast. Morrison depicted this scene in the
novel as Sethe expresses her bottomless grief, as follows:

“Nobody will ever get my milk no more except my own
children. I never had to give it to nobody else—and the
one time I did it was took from me—they held me down
and took it. Milk that belonged to my baby” (13)

The effect of taking Sethe’s milk was cited by Sethe
several times. Bonnet stated that taking Sethe’s milk from
her breast was the violation of the bond between mother and
child. The effect of slavery does not only reason for physical
pain to Sethe but also disrupts the feelings to her children
mentioned here as :

“The robbing of Sethe’s milk, which is so often evoked in
the narrative and referred to as what she owns and as her
children’s very life, is thus the materialization of the
fundamental perversity of the institution which kills the
slaves’ selves by severing the bonds between mother and

child.” (14)

In this novel, Sethe’s milk became a symbol of love
and dedication which offered for her children. She was
sacrificing one of her children indicated a heart-breaking
twist in her temperament. Because of the too much
harassment, she lost her bonds and dignity with her natural
self and became disturbed. Sethe was behaving violently
because of her exploitation physically and spiritually which
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came on the edge of exhaustion. Her position was lost due
to the result of rape and wiping regularly.

Toni Morrison’s another best-known novel was 4
Mercy which published in 2008. It was her ninth novel and
set in the 1690s in which the slave system mentioned. In
this novel, she described the African American experiences
of slavery and freedom. Here, she was handling of those
issues which were more complicated than in her previous
novels. Morrison went back to the beginning of slavery in
America, in the late seventeenth century. During that period,
America was far more diverse and complex than generally
imagined today. The novel contains Portuguese, Dutch,
English, Native American, A frican, and mixed-race characters
etc. all struggling for taking a place in this new world. Neither
religious independence nor religious tolerance was given
there. In while the Southern colonies were clearly
strongholds of slavery and the North was also by no meant
an innocent bystander. Diseases such as measles and
smallpox run widespread at that time.

“In a nutshell, in what European colonizers called the
Americas, or the region of New England there were
innumerable slaves and indentured servants, serving their
despotic masters and plantation owners in vast sugar cane,
tobacco, rice and other plantations. As informed by Audrey
Fisch in the chronological history of slavery, the Spanish
inaugurated the importation of African slaves into the
Caribbean region in 1510. In the early seventeenth-
century, “A Dutch ship sells twenty slaves kidnapped from
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Africa to the English settlers at Jamestown, Virginia,
establishing slavery in the New World™ (15)

This worldwide side of slavery appeared in the novel
A Mercy. It can be stated to as a type of revolution or maturity
of the novelist. As P.J. Schwarz (1996) further clarifies that,

“In early to mid-17th-century colonial North America,
slavery developed slowly, beginning in Maryland and
Virginia and spreading to the Carolinas in the 1670s.
Southern colonists originally relied on white European
servants” (16)

The European indentured servants, who controlled on
contractual terms under their masters and they were
permitted to leave after the accomplishment of their duration
of service. But, the slaves, who were black or coloured, they
were not permitted to leave their service even after the
completion of their period. They were sold to them as a
product and deprived them from their basic rights. Tobacco,
sugar and rice plantations produced rapidly during those days
in America, because enormous workers were available from
the African and the Caribbean colonies. Therefore, slavery
recognized as a strong position in America by the mid-
seventeenth century.

However, Slavery was a brutal system in an ancient
institution and various scholars and historians have examined
it and have observed the ways in which it affected both the
ancient and the modern societies. In this respect P.J. Schwarz
(1996) observed that;
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“Numerous ancient and modern slave societies were based
on chattel slavery - the legal ownership of human beings,
not just their labor. Throughout history, there were slaves
in African, Middle Eastern, South Asian, and East Asian
societies, as well as in the Americas - and of course, there
were slaves in European countries”. (17)

It was the time when the terrifying situation
occurred and slave people endured too much pain. They faced
many problems at that time and faced bonded life without
freedom and basic rights. In this novel, Toni Morrison carries
together representatives of all the foremost racial categories
from the New World like African, Native American, Anglo
and mulatto etc. This novel set in the America, the time from
1680 to 1690 which was very dangerous period for everyone
either male or female slave. It promotes the historical events
in America during the time of the European colonization of
the New World. The novel depicted the picture of slavery
system, the dominance of the upper class people towards
the working class people, the white race toward black and
other races, economical problems of people and the
existence of the immigrants in the New World. This same
pictures are frequently found in other novels of Morrison.
Thus, this novel offers a different settings and it articulates
from the beginning of a great nation.

Actually, African women were not considered as human
being due to racial identity. They had no any right to survive
as per their principles. They always kept deprived from the
society because of the social, racial and gender dis-
crimination. As the compare of this, the African men and
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women who were spending their life as slaves. All the slave
people were treated as inhumanly by their masters in the
slavery system. Masters considered to them like goods or
commodities rather than a human being. White people always
used to treat badly to black people as well as to slave people.
However, black women were faced more racial and gender
discrimination in the society. Toni Morrison was an exponent
author who always struggled for the rights of women and
highlighted the actual problems and their solutions through
her best writing.

The slaves were forcefully brought from their homes
in Africa, and many of them had transferred in other country
or in other region. “There we see men we believe are 11l or
dead. We soon learn they are neither. Their skin was
confusing” (18) Florens’s mother told her the story about
the difference of the skin color which confused her and to
some of her friends. They were brought to America from
Africa by boat and in while journey they were put inside a
room which was too small for taking even breathe in. Toni
Morrison described the brutal condition of the slave people
in while journey as;

“Their journey is full of misery, they were chained, not
well-fed, and “packed’ in a small room with no sanitation.
So horrible is their journey that they would rather die
than to stand up I welcomed the circling sharks but they
avoided me as if knowing I preferred their teeth to the
chains around my neck my waist my ankles. When the canoe
heeled, some of we jumped, others were pulled under and
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we did not see their blood swirl until we alive ones were
retrieved and placed under guard” (19)

Most of the slaveholders were kept to slaves because
of cultivating their land. Because, they got cheap labor with
gaining as much as profits. Therefore, there was found the
system of buying and selling to slave people. They bought to
slaves for doing work, because slave people were ready to
work without getting remuneration. The black women also
had ability to work in the farm with smartly also since they
had experience of in their home land. As Florens’s mother
shows a slave status and she faced the social justification
toward her race and her role in the society.

Morrison referred in this novel about American land
ownership which was continuously shifting with European
powers and fighting against native tribes for ownership in
the 17th century. Morrison describes the violence devoted
against the native peoples of North America under the
colonial rule through the best character of Lina. In order to
setting the shifting racial environment of the late 17th
century, Morrison indicates exactly to Bacon’s Rebellion, a
1676 rebellion of slaves and indentured domestics against
the rule of Virginia governor William Berkeley. The rebellion
was led by colonist Nathaniel Bacon who was eventually
suppressed. However, the collaboration held between black
slaves and indentured servants. Actually, indentured servants
were primarily white Europeans but troubled by rich Virginian
landowners. It exposed the subversive power of the united
lower class there. Because of Bacon’s Rebellion, the Virginia
government appointed a series of laws stated to as the
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Virginia Slave Codes of 1705 and dropping the rights of black
slaves and black people in overall in the state of Virginia.
Historians usually appreciated the laws and others approved
rules. Bacon’s Rebellion was attempted by Virginian
landowners and officials to inspire racism and sharpen racial
separations. They had done that in order to avoid the
unification of the lower class and racial lines which were
endangered for white landowning power in 1676. Thus, A
Mercy novel takes the place during that critical period and
followed Bacon’s Rebellion for racial boundaries began to
strengthen.

A Mercy novel takes place in the late seventeenth
century in the New World. Morrison described the characters
very beautifully included slave owners as the D’Ortegas and
the Vaarks, two female slaves named Florens who was black
and Lina who was Native American, two indentured servants
named as Willard and Scully, a “mongrelized” female orphan
as Sorrow and an unidentified free African blacksmith. The
story is told chiefly through the first-person narrative of
Florens; and some intermixed sections are narrated by an
unknown third person who offers the thoughts, feelings and
emotions of other characters in the novel.

Another aspect of slavery showed in America in the
1680s regarded as the indentured servants. The slaves and
indentured servants were working in the plantations during
those days and both experienced as comparable kind of
discrimination based on class, race and sex. In A Mercy,
Morrison described some of them with a critical assessment.
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As amatter of fact, two European indentured servants named
Willard Bond and Scully were demoralized and continued in
bondage through tricks. Morrison clarifies:

“Sold for seven years to a Virginia planter, young Willard
Bond expected to be freed at age twenty-one. But three
years were added onto his term for infractions—theft and
assault—and he was re-leased to a wheat farmer far up
north. ..........Theft of a shoat was invented and thrown
in just to I increase Willard s indebtedness.” (20)

In this way, Willard and Scully were Vaark’s
indentured servants. They were homosexual characters and
were living with the injustice manner that same characterizes
as slavery in that part of the world where immigrants from
Europe had discovered new chances to solve their social,
economic and religious difficulties. So the New World was
like a monstrous that gulps anyone. Females were also
surrender to impairment, suffering, decay and decline in their
life.

The novel’s central narrator named as Florens who
was a slave black girl, born in America from an African mother
but originally owned by Portuguese plantation owners.
Through the act of mercy, she became a part of the household
of the Vaarks, who were farming and trading couple. The
household contained Florens as one Native American slave,
one orphan of mixed race and two male indentured servants.
Each of characters gives a voice in the story as well. The
voices associate to form a narrative that permits the reader
to see the history of the characters as well as their current
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conditions. The action in the story was enclosed by the
journey of Florens which was both literal and figurative.

A Mercy novel opens with unidentified first person
narrator who later turns out to be as Florens and speaking an
unknown and not-present second person audience who later
turns out to be as the Blacksmith. Florens expresses to the
Blacksmith that not to be afraid, because what she was going
to narrate cannot injure him. She stated that the Blacksmith
would think about her story as an acknowledgment but one
full of curious, dream-like, strange events and facts. Florens’s
gives here some instruction about what her narrative is going
to be like and try to show her sense of narrative control. At
the same time, her story was released by traditional reality
which highlighted Morrison’s obligation to postmodernism
and to the liberty of partiality and contradiction that it affords.
Florens carries the questions as “who is responsible?”” and
“can you read?”” She offers the impression to mean not just
reading the text, but also reading all symbols. Florens speaks
to the Blacksmith that not all signs are so easy to read and
many things can take more time to understand. Florens
designates that try to read all the signs but sensitivity like
she 1s missing too much. Toni Morrison draws the reader’s
attention towards the fact that good reading is not an easy
task. Her emphasis on reading also highlights the link between
slavery and overpowering literacy. Florens tells that she will
start narrating her narrative from the part that she knows
certain events. However, she began to narrate with her shoes.
Florens designates that how she was in childhood and as a
child she did not like being barefoot, and always would plead
to wear other people’s shoes. Because of looking this,
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Florens’s mother used to become upset and she did not want
that Florens should wear the broken high heels which were
Florens found being thrown away at her mistress’s house.
She thought that the high heels were for “bad women.” But
lastly she agreed.

Florens announced that Lina told her that why her
feet were so delicate and weak. Lina inquired that what she
would do with the “hands of a slave” and the “feet of a
Portuguese lady.” After that Florens clarified that when she
was set out to find the Blacksmith, Florens’s present mistress
Rebekka and Lina offered her “Sir’s” boot. Jacob was
Florens’s master in that period. Here, she highlights the issue
of slavery through a joke and understood how the effects of
slavery and class discrimination were adorned into the body.
Florens was “hungry” for the Blacksmith and frightened that
she would get lost. She designated her task as frightening
but also a “temptation.” Florens had longed to go for finding
the Blacksmith since he was disappeared. Here, her journey
described in word “temptation,” that bring into line with
sexuality and clearly showing that how Florens’s love for
the Blacksmith encompasses her mission.

Florens was too much bearing in the forest that Lina
warned her about an enormous bird in the wilderness and of
natives who were not like Lina. But, Florens knew that how
the neighbours called Lina a “praying savage” because she
used to go to church but unlike them to bath every day.
According to Florens, Lina used to wear a blue decorated
necklace under her clothes and secretly dances for the
duration of the new moon. The neighbour’s commented that
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Lina was a “praying savage” which showed how religious faith
was closely related with cultural practice. It was also highly
ironically statement mentioned to modern readers.

Lina estimated that from the state of Florens’s teeth,
she was seven or eight when she was arrived at the Vaarks’
farm. Many more seasons had passed and Florens became
sixteen years old. Florens had been baptized by Reverend
and keep at the plantation in Maryland who taught her to read
and write every week in secretly along with her mother and
her younger brother. Teaching slaves to read and write was
banned and punishable by fine or prison but the Reverend
did so anyway. Florens, although, had forgotten most of what
actually she was learned already from the Reverend but she
liked to talk and enjoyed conversation with Lina, Sorrow,
and the Blacksmith. When Florens was firstly arrived at the
Vaark farm, she did not talk with anyone because everyone
on the Vaark farm used to speak a different language from
her family. Thus, Lina clarified to Florens that her mother
and brother were still in Maryland.

Morrison described the story of Florens who was a
black girl and her mother permitted her to be sold. She was
taken a shelter in the farm with other people who were also
from the same economic class. Although, they originated
from different racial backgrounds, they all were the victim
of the ruling class people. Their livening style background
and life experiences were influenced by Florens to build her
true identity. This chapter explores how Florens struggles
for her liberty through many processes. Florens’s desired to
do the finest work for the people. she deliberated about her
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family and her wish to get sympathy of being loved or self-
confessed. She reacted against the society’s race which was
based on judgments and skin colour. This huge problem made
her want to understand deeper history of the slavery system.
In this way, we came to know the detail history of the black
men and women who were struggled for freedom. Whenever
they felt tortures and trouble, they learned from the bitter
experiences and through such bad experiences, finally they
were able to get the freedom for themselves. That is the same
thing exposed from how one child fights and learns to develop
herself in amongst of a nation in anarchy. People can identify
their own identity through their experiences in the whole
life. Also, They can survive with view of their own
characteristics, environments, culture, political and religious
influence. In this novel, Florens’ is a unique and independent
character played very vital role for liberty. Author wanted to
deliver a message to readers through this well-known novel
that readers should be able to understand the conflict of the
situation and how does Florence act toward the society and
reality. Her individual quality also based on the theory of
characters and characterization. At that time, author explored
the social condition and the historical background of slavery
system, especially about black enslaved women of America.

Florens and her mother were originally belong to
D’Ortega, who was a Portuguese slave owner. He owed some
money to Jacob, a tradesman. Jacob went to D’Ortega’s
plantation to take his payment, but

“it became clear what D’Ortega had left to offer
Slaves” (21)
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D’Ortega claimed that Jacob should take a slave as
his payment. But, at that time, Jacob was doubtful because
slaves were not his properties as he traded in. But near the
house, Florens’s mother caught Jacob’s attention as;

“He saw a woman standing in the doorway with two
children. One on her hip, one hiding behind her skirts.
She looked healthy enough, better fed than the others. On
a whim, mostly to silence him and fairly sure D’Ortega
would refuse, he said, ‘Her. That one. I'll take her’” (22)

Jacob described Florens’s mother, who was a house
slave fairly valuable to D’Ortega. He answered: “A4h, no.
Impossible. My wife won't allow. She can't live without
her”.(23) Jacob recognized from his response that “there
was more than cooking D 'Ortega stood to lose”(24). It was
understood that Florens’s mother was abused by D’Ortega
and, because of that reason; she was kept around the house.
Although D’Ortega stated his wife cannot live without her,
but indirectly he wanted to keep close relationship with her.
Describing the conversation between both male characters,
the author narrated the scene of Florens and her mother by
saying that:

The little girl stepped from behind the mother. On her feet
was a pair of way-too-big woman's shoes... The woman
cradling the small boy on her hip came forward. Her voice
was barely above a whisper but there was no mistaking

its urgency. “Please, Senhor. Not me. Take her. Take my
daughter. (25)

In fact that time Jacob astonished there because the
woman decided to offer her own daughter to be taken away.
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Because of that incident, Jacob misinterpreted on Florens’s
mother’s activities, narrating Florens as “ill-shod child that
the mother was throwing away” (26). Like his nobles, he
had a partial view of motherhood that saw black mothers as
cruel and isolated. This statement benefited to Jacob, because
it issuesd him of any blame for his action of purchasing a
young girl and, thus, depriving the little girl of her mother’s
concern. Florens’s mother was refereed through the lenses
of a white male who floped to know the reality of black
women throughout slavery. He appropriately depicted that
Florens’s mother as an immoral and proves himself that
taking away to Florens from this unnatural mother. But, Jacob
thought to himself that the “acquisition [of Florens]... could
be seen as arescue” (27) claiming on the detail that he saved
Florens from a mother who forbidden her.

Florens’s mother understood that the only chance
for Florens to escape from D’Ortega. As a mother, she
attempted to protect a better future for her daughter. She
thought that her future would be grateful with new hopes after
leaving to D’Ortega. Also her intention was to send Florens
to Jacob that she would escape from at least the cruelty and
sexual abusing. She experienced the same problem of many
mothers who faced in slavery system. Florens’s mother
rejected the role of helpless victim and took whatever action
accessible to support her children. Morrison offerings two
slave mothers in different novels who sacrifice their
daughters because of the violence of the system but the
situations are not the same. Sethe in Beloved kills her own
daughter to defend her from falling victim to racism, whereas
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Florens’s mother deserts her own daughter in order to protect
her from the harassment of her lustful and abusive master.
Though Florens can barely overwhelm the aching of this
separation and unfaithfulness, she acquires that it was an act
of parental dedication on part of her mother, who had very
limited selections to defend her loving daughter. Thus, the
mother in A Mercy protects her daughter by leaving her
instead of killing her.

Master Jacob carried to Florens from Mr. D’Ortega
to wage the whole amount he owed to Master Jacob. But the
very hurt touching scene was described about the condition
of Florens’s mother during the time of sepration.

“Sir saying he will take instead the woman and the
girl, not the baby boy and the debt is gone. A minha mae
begs no. Her baby is still at her breast. Take the girl,

she says, my daughter, she says. Me. Me. Sir agrees
and changes the balance due.” (28)

That citation 1s exposed that Florens was a black slave
girl who had been bought by the Master of Slave named Jacob
at place of American Slavery. Master Jacob carried Florens
from Mr. D’Ortega to remunerate the whole amount he payed
to Master Jacob. After losing the mainstream of his crew
from bad organization results, D’Ortega offered to provide
a slave to Jacob to resolve their debt. But, Jacob firstly
rejected for doing that, but after requesting again and again,
he became ready to accept and he preferred a choice to
Florens’s mother. But she was D’Ortega’s favorite servant
ever that is why, D’Ortega told Jacob that Instead of the
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woman offered her daughter named Florens. The word used
‘minha mae’ here meant a call for a mother in Portuguese
language. Florens survived with her mother and her brother
in Mr. D’Ortega’s house. Actually, Her mother was an
enslaved woman in Senhor house, who was a Parliament
member in Maryland. In the opening of the novel, Florens
was still call to Jacob as ‘Senhor’and call to Mr. D’Ortega as
Sir. It meant that at that phase when the story took place,
Florens was living still to Mr. D’Ortega’s house as a slave.

‘In cold weather we put planks around our part of the
cowshed and wrap our arms together under pelts. [...] in
summer if our hammocks are hit by mosquitoes Lina makes
a cool place to sleep out of branches.”(29)

We can easily understand From the above mentioned
quotation which indicates that the condition of Florens not
too much different from the old master. In Master Jacob’s
house, she used to sleep daily in the cowshed with another
slave lady named Lina. They just use a floorboards to parted
them with the cows and use the coats to warm their hands
and their body. And in summer time, they used to sleep in
hammocks that they attached between two trees. If their
hammocks were broken hit by mosquitoes, they construct a
bed from branches to sleep.

As being a slave, she must follow all Mistress’s order
there. As revealed in her statement as ““It proves [ am no body’s
minion but my Mistress” (30). It means that there was attached
the bond between slave and their master because the slave
owner rewarded for limitless work. They had to accomplish
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their responsibility of work from their master at every time
and everywhere. Because the slave master had whole control
over all phases of the life of the slave, whether the slave was
cultivated or providing medical treatment. Masters keenly
observed that what the slave eats and wears, and when the
slave can finishes their work at given the particular time.

“When a child I am never able to abide being barefoot
and always beg for shoes, anybody's shoes, even on the
hottest days.” (31)

As per given the quotation above, Florens always
wanted a better life. Basically, She was born as a nigger and
spend whole life as a slave, but her aspiration to live like
bourgeoisies lady. But, she was born as a slave caused some
restrictions to achieve in her fixed dreams. Even for shoes
she had to plead for anybody. She tried to convince herself
to create a change for her and the other slaves. she wanted to
live like a common people who were not a slaves. She
certainly not let her foot being barefoot and injured when
she step her foot on the ground, just like bourgeoisie lady.

Furthermore, Florens was able to read and write
among three women in the Master’s house. There was a
statement given by Lina about Florens as, ‘Already Florens
could read, write’. Already she did not have to be told
repeatedly how to complete the chore. (32) That quotation
exposed that Florens was a clever girl, only herself who could
read and write among three women. The Master and Mistress
also did not need to say Florens several times to complete
her given work in the house. It means that Florens was every
time one step forward from others. Such kind of behaviour
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makes it easy for her to attain her vision to be free and acquire
a superior life. The most important point was to be noted
that, she struggled against the slavery with non-violence
actions.

The blacksmith left almost instantly in order to reach
Rebekka before the illness takes her life. The man, who was
loved by Florens, chose his child rather than being married
with Florens. Whereas Florens was delighted to be with the
blacksmith over again, she recognized that he may not feel
the equal way. He had accepted a young boy, thus, Florens
was always remained in anxious because the blacksmith
consider that the boy as his future. Not Florens. He states
her as, “Own yourself, woman, and leave us be”. At this
movment, Florens was destroyed in shock over her missing
love and once again felt the discomfort of abandonment. she
felt paining at first when her mother advised Jacob to take
her. It means her inner conflicts appeared again and she
already began to think about getting her liberty. Her wish to
become a free and made her reasons to leave Vaark’s family
earlier possible. Meanwhile her way to get liberty from being
married with the blacksmith was unsuccessful.

Florens’ said over again the blacksmith’s conviction
about intellectual slavery and writes “that it is the withering
inside that enslaves and open the door for what is wild”
(33). Even though the procedure of writing was painful, “My
arms ache but I have need to tell you this” (34), it is essential
to prepare in order for Florens to be free as saying that;

I am become wilderness but I am also Florens. In full.
Unforgiven. Unforgiving. No ruth, my love. None. Hear
me? Slave. Free. I last. (35)
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It is indicated that she initiates saying her view, her
eagerness to become free through the letter. Like Audre
Lorde’s proclamation about silence transformed into an
action, Florens statement is reflected to be her act form and
also as David B. Loughram specified about struggle types:
speech and action. In fact she truly in a disaster situation
because she can acquire trapped and killed by asserting
statements that she wanted to be at liberty by herself not by
her master. Her action in fact had a big risk, because
remembering the rule of slavery was slave people did not
have any rights to speak or act against their owner.

Florens was direct and violent with her storytelling.
It was costly for Florens to attain self-ownership of her mind,
a cost that was reproduced in the way in which Florens
expected her boldness to fright others. She wrote her story
on the walls nevertheless of whether or not there be an
audience. She composed it because it was an overflow of
her freedom through self-ownership, and for that reason
without help. Approaching the end of her story, Florens
clarifies:

“My arms ache but I have needed to tell you this. I cannot
tell it to anyone but you.... If you never read this, no one
will. These careful words, closed up and wide open, will
talk to themselves. Round and round, side to side, bottom
to top, top to bottom all across the room. Or. Or perhaps
no. Perhaps these words need the air that is out in the
world. Need to fly up then fall, fall like ash over acres of
primrose and mallow.... Lina will help. She finds horror
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in this house and much as she needs to be Mistress’ need |
know she loves fire more.” (36)

However, the authority of learning invades both
nineteenth century slave narratives and A Mercy, showed in
the substantial emphasis in each text of the importance of
becoming well-educated. Florens’s sensible mother begs that
“I hoped if we could learn letters somehow someday you
could make your way.... What I know is that there is magic
in learning” (37). Though, it is already harmful for a slave
to learn how to read and write. The priest who teaches Florens
and her family states that “it was what God wanted no matter
if they fined him, imprisoned him or hunted him down with
gunfire for it as they did other priests who taught we to
read”’(38) Florens’s mother risks it all in respect that literacy
and freedom have sophisticated relationship. It is clear that
slave-owners recognized of the dangers in literate slaves and
their anxiety of losing power due to literacy of slaves would
only expand slavery develops more and more significant
socially and economically in America. Henry Louis Gates,
Jr., writes that;

“the command of written English virtually separated the
African from the Afro-American, the slave from the ex-
slave, titled property from fledgling human being” (78)

Florens’ writing stretches shape to her person,
particularly in such unambiguous dissimilarity to the slave,
she has permissible herself to be for others and her capability
to prompt herself origins her roughness into an eager to
freedom, and it provides the reader the chance to know her
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self-liberation. Florens’ controlling literacy is what breathes
life into her liberty.

The link between literacy and freedom appears also
in Frederick Douglass’ earlier mentioned Narrative, as his
first autobiographical and abolitionist work. Even though the
Narrative was published in a century and a half after Florens’
time setting, both Douglass and Florens were taken
experiences of slavery and struggled a lot for freedom and
self-expression through the exercise of writing. David Blight
states about Douglass’ work as:

... his ability to speak and write not only allowed him to
tell his story but gave meaning to his life. By his own
account it was literacy that opened Douglass’ mind to the
possibility of freedom.... He learned that words could
mean power and persuasion and alone could provide a
sustenance to life, give it purpose, and give off hope. (39)

Both Douglass and Florens were found with their
potential and power towards freedom. They both were slave
and experienced ups and downs in their life. They both were
struggling to escape from slavery system. They set apart by
their literacy, because literacy played very important role in
their life to achieve great success. The innovative procedure
of explaining themselves was not the direct cause of their
freedom, but somewhat a natural overflow from their
increased common sense of power because of their newly
found self-ownership. Maybe the chief difference between
the two was that Douglass’ depicted of himself and the events
that led him towards his liberty. He was crafted all his
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experiences in his autobiography. While Florens’s words
changed randomly and lack the purpose of persuading that
so seriously escorts to Douglass. This difference between
the two narration styles mostly shoots from Florens’s lacking
of intention with her words. Her lack of determination and
intention made great different factors from the slave
narrative. William Andrews states in his To Tell A Free Story
that;

“the most reliable slave narrative would be the one that
seemed purely mimetic, in which the self'is on the periphery
instead of at the center of attention, looking outside not
within, transcribing rather than interpreting a set of
objective facts” (40)

Florens’s characteristics are mentioned as an
obedient, smart, and an honest. She quickly acquires
knowledge from her surroundings and talented to finish the
responsibilities given to her. She was known how to read and
write. Through the following quotations, Florens was
considered as too much intelligent girl.

“Already Florens could read, write. Already she did not
have to be told repeatedly how to complete a chore. Not
only she was constantly trustworthy, she was deeply
grateful for every shred of affection, any pat on the head,
any smile for approval.” (41)

Other than Florens, there was Sorrow who also a black
servant worked in the same farm. But Sorrow used to
breakdowns things intentionally while doing work and hardly
able to finish a job. But, Florens demonstrates her obedience
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by attempting to do faithfully what Mistress and Lina tells
her. Lina was also a slave who worked in the farm same farm,
but she was much elder than Florens. She turned out to be
like Florens’ sister and always guidance in the farm while
doing work. Florens remembers the way to get to the
blacksmith and also remembers everything that was
instructed to her. Again, she demonstrates of her obedience
here.

Here one of the best Florens’ experiences was
explained by author about how she acquired the knowledge
to learn how to read and write in order to have better
understanding and better knowledge. Actually, when she was
living with her mother, her little brother and a Reverend
Father who were taught them to read and write. The Reverend
Father was in fact forbidden to do so, because it was illegal
to teach the slave people how to read and write. At that time,
white people were frightened, if they allowed to the black
slaves for study. There will be the possibilities that the black
people being smarter than them and the result will be the
black slaves will not need to work for white masters anymore.
Slave people will be able to think what is right and wrong
about the slavery system and they can be revolt against the
system or they can be run away. However, this is a fact from
historical setting that the white people intentionally preferred
to keep black people marginalized in the system.

Florens experiences the discrimination in the
direction of her race when she was on her target to search
for the blacksmith. At that time she was reached at a widow’s
house where she stayed for a night. But, one incident was
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happened there, the white people started to blame her as the
source of problems they had. The scene was narrated by
author as below;

“[ step into the room. Standing there are a man, three
women and a little girl who reminds me of myself when my
mother sends me away. I am thinking how sweet she seems
when she screams and hides behind the skirts of one of
the women. Then each visitor turns to look at me. The
women gasp. The man's walking stick clatters to the floor
causing the remaining hen to squawk and flatter. He
retrieves his stick, points it at me saying who be this? One
of the women covers her eyes saying God help us...One
woman speaks saying I have never seen any human this
black. I have says another, this one is as black as others |
have seen. She is Afric. Afric and much more, say
another...The Black Man is among us. This is his minion”
(42)

Those white people started to think about Florens in
the manner of awful or terrible. They thought that she was
the one that brought the diseases to the village. In this way,
the white man pointed with his stick towards Florens, and at
the same time the little girl frightened of her because her
skin was black, they treated to Florens as inhumanly. She
was looking different than whites and her color also seemed
something unnatural. Thus, the white people always used to
think that the black people were likedemon. Florens also felt
nervousness after experiencing the judgments coming from
those white people. She understood that she might be in
danger that’s why she showed the letter carried with her from
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her Mistress. The purpose of carrying the letter from her
mistress that, she could show actually who was she and on
what was her purpose of the mission.

Hence, Mistress was paying Willard and Scully to
support out on the farm, while Mistress herself “beats
Sorrow, has Lina's hammock taken down, and advertises
the sale of Florens” (43). This quotes revealed that as
Florens’s owner and Mistress practiced her power and
authority to whatever they want towards slave people. For
example including to sell them to the new owners. Scully
allowed these things to occur without stating on them. As
Rebekka reflects that selling to Florens and giving Sorrow,
the girl who had an imaginary friend and was too trusting to
understand her pregnancies away, Sorrow desired to escape.
But, Florens wanted to end her story to the blacksmith and
Mistress.

After that, she ran back to the Vaark farm. Florens
was writing her story on the floor and walls of the large house
Jacob maintained upon constructing. “You won t read my
telling. You read the world but not the letters of talk.”’(44)
She writes both in expectations that the blacksmith will one
day read her story. she will be freed herself from the pain of
her several abandonments. Florens laments the modifications
Rebekka has suffered as a result of her new religious
devoutness and the unkindness, actually she has approved
upon the slaves, as described.

Rebekka was the posted wife of Jacob from Britain.
Her parents were marrying her to Jacob just because they
wanted to acquire free her from them. Rebekka did not
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assume too much to marry an unfamiliar person who was
living far away from her home. In while journey on her ship
to America, she thought as “her prospects were servant,

prostitute, wife, and although horrible stories were told
about each of those careers, the last one seemed safest.”
(45). But her wedding was beyond her expectation; Jacob
was very kind about her and used to call her as “my northern
star”. But their four children were died one by one in the
various incidents and followed the death of Jacob also. The
death of her husband was brought her in the too much tragic
condition and nothing to spare against to trust on. Without
husband, Rebekka had no dare to live alone that is why she
returned to religion to get relief. She was unkind for her
servants because she thought that her husband had rejected
her intentionally due to servants. “Refusing to enter the
grand house, the one in whose construction she had
delighted, seemed to him a punishment not only of herself
but of everyone, her dead husband in particular.” (46).

She suffered with spiritual slavery and hurt to people
surrounding her.

Actually, Rebekka was not an African or a black
lady. She was born in England, where she has lived with her
devotedly religious but cold and unloving parents. In England,
Rebekka has begun a training program to become a domestic
servant, but dropped out because the head of the program is
sexually harassing her. Rebekka’s father has sent her to marry
Jacob in order to relieve him of the burden of paying for her
upkeep. An Anglo-Dutch trader by profession, a lender and a
farmer, Jacob Vaark never wants a farm, but he is pleasantly
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surprised when a distant uncle has left him a plot of land.
Suddenly wanting roots, Jacob has paid for Rebekah’s passage
and has married her, straight off the ship that has brought her
across the ocean. The bargain goes on the following way:

“Already sixteen, she knew her father would have shipped
her off to anyone who would book her passage and relieve
him of feeding her. A waterman, he was privy to all sorts
of news from colleagues, and when a crewman passed
along an inquiry from a first mate—asearch for a healthy,
chaste wife willing to travel abroad—he was quick to offer
his eldest girl. The stubborn one, the one with too many
questions and a rebellious mouth. Rebekka'’s mother
objected to the “sale”—she called it that because the
prospective groom had stressed “reimbursement” for
clothing, expenses and a few supplies—not for love or need
of her daughter, but because the husband-to be was a
heathen living among savages.”(47)

Because of the complexity and diversity of the
setting, many themes appeared in the novel A Mercy.
Morrison described the concepts of slavery and freedom,
the background of the African American experiences about
critical situation. She observes the power of literacy in the
world in which literacy was by no meant a right, linking it to
freedom or personal independence. Biblical themes also
presented in the work with America as the Garden of Eden
and America as the Promised Land and both maybe being
forerunners of the modern “American Dream.” The religious
prejudice of the Old World resisted in the New World and
permitting an exploration of the myth that America was the
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land of religious freedom. The variability of love a theme
demonstrated through the relationships in the novel like
relationships between mother and child, husband and wife,
between two males and between lovers. finally, performed
of kindness and humanity large and small run through the
story, presenting that it was not so much God’s mercy that
releases us as much as, but it is our mercy towards one
another.

Toni Morrison depicted the most important themes in
this novel, as the human bondage, wealth, and humanity. A
Mercy novel takes place during a time of American history
when labour was being exploited all the way through the
colonies and various forms of human bondage. Morrison’s
characters are also suffering under the variety of forms of
bondage which were common in the late 17th century. It was
common from lifelong, genetic chattel slavery as in the case
of first-generation slaves transferred from Africa and their
descendants to indentured enslavement. It was system in
which Europeans devoted to a certain number of years of
labour in return for the payment of their way to America. At
that time, in both cases as slaves and indentured servants were
considered to be the property of their master or slaveholders.
But, the system of slavery was differed greatly than
indentured servants. The slaves were never remunerated for
their work, while indentured servants received money for
their journey to the colonies in return for their expected
labour. Moreover, slave’s position was approved on to the
children of slaves, while indentured servants were freed after
the end of their work or contract. Because of the contrasting
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of indentured servants and their race, slaves were also
terrifyingly defenceless under the law. Jacob noted one point
in the book that the law even permitted black and native slaves
to be shot by a white man in all reasons. However, slavery
was clearly a far more unfair and inhumane system than
indentured bondage. Both systems are forms of human
bondage that disrupt the modern moral codes and working
laws.

All the way through her novel, Morrison suggested
that how both forms of bondage as chattel slavery and
indentured serfdom break the spirits of the people who were
suffering under them. Jacob clearly observed this oppressive,
inhumane effect when he draws the comparisons between
his hatred with slavery and his remark of the look of
renunciation in the eyes of a beaten horse, clearly suggesting
how the violence slave’s face was torturous to the human
spirit. In the meantime, the indentured servant named Scully
offers an example of how bondage forces people to make
adoptions that go against their own sense of virtue. Morrison
indicated that how Scully would like to support Lina, Florens,
and Sorrow after Jacob’s death but he could not do very much
because he was frightened that if he did that so definitely
Rebekka would sell him instantly.

D’Ortega was a Catholic slave trader with whom
Jacob did the business. He had no moral suspicions about
the fact those he earned significantly from buying and selling
to other people. Jacob, meanwhile, was morally revolted by
the slave trade and finding it totally unpleasant and claiming
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that “flesh is not his commodity,” and calling it a “degraded”
business. Jacob also clearly understood the slavery system
and realised their humanity. Upon sighted Florens, Jacob felt
kindness for her because of his own status as an orphan child.
He was recognizing to the young slave girl even though he
was a free white man. But, in spite of Jacob’s hatred to slavery,
he accepted to Florens as on payment for D’Ortega’s debt
without even entertaining the idea of release her. Addi-
tionally, after Jacob visited to D’Ortega’s house, he became
more and more attracted in getting wealth. Jacob manifested
that obsession in his wish to build a mansion house. Jacob
tried to create the dream of reality and he invested more and
more time in the slave trade. Hence, while Jacob was
offended by slavery, he was satisfied to profit from it
economically and creating him complicit in the whole
inhumane system. Through Jacob, Morrison seems to
recommend the impossibility of building wealth in the
colonial economy without flattering complicit in slavery.
However, although the slave trade appears to be a benefit for
white traders like Jacob and D’Ortega but it also transmits
the possibility of reaction and destruction for them while
abolishing their moral series. At the beginning of the novel,
Jacob refers to Bacon’s Rebellion, a 1676 rebellion in which
slaves and indentured servants united to challenge to defeat
their wealthy white masters and get the control on the brutal
situation. Bacon’s Rebellion horrified to slave owners
because it exposed the real hazard, they could face as a result
of their brutality and inhumanity. This rebellion encouraged
to slave owners to further controlling the rights of black
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people and natives. Thus, masters encouraged to spread the
racism among the poor white colonial residents in order to
detach the two populations. In this way, togetherness of the
people would be pretended a real threat to the power and
control of rich Europeans. Furthermore, in the book’s
concluding chapter Morrison proposes that, while slavery is
basically centred on denying another human’s humanity, the
slave owners are the ones whose humanity ultimately
threatened. During Florens’s mother’s story, she refers to
Jacob as a human but D’Ortega is suggesting through his
cruelty and become other-than-human being. Morrison
obviously shows that, although bondage creates wealth for
slave owners and the owners of indentured servants but
bondage is a terrible and painstakingly disgraceful system
with awful significances for all involved.

Morrison described another theme in A Mercy, as
the harassment of women, violence and female community.
She represents the really common and disturbing violence
that women faced at the hands of men in 17" century America.
Still at the conclusion of this book, women characters
suffered with brutal beatings and sexual violence, abusing
and harassment in while doing works, which are turning into
ignored by the male dominated society. Although Jacob does
not beat Rebekka, she states that wife beating is “common”
in the colonial America, but only lawful before nine at night
and “with cause and not anger.” Thus, these domestic issues
were also drawing the attention of readers towards injustice
of women in the society. Hence, the domestic violence was
restricted from the society but Morrison critically shows
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that how colonial society was institutionalized, normalized,
and legalized the domestic violence against women in the
17th century. Additionally, the law contains no securities for
unmarried women, as like Rebekka. she describes Lina’s past
suffering. She suffered terribly when she was beaten and
raped by her lover. After beating he left her in suffering and
totally being uninterested in sex. Lina is not only character
in the book to have suffered from sexual violence but also
Florens’s mother and Sorrow have been sufferers of rape as
well. There was not any kind of law which could have
implemented by masters to give protection to women from
sexual violence. The masters treated badly to women because
of their gender and race. When Sorrow was firstly become
pregnant, she was only a young teenager. Thus, the sex bears
as a child could not have been consensual. Furthermore, when
Sorrow watches to Florens and the Blacksmith while doing
they sex at that time she feels charm by its affection and
intimacy, because she is totally unlike her own experiences
of sexual violence. Again, Sorrow watches the Blacksmith’s
kissing to Florens and noted that no one ever kissed her on
the mouth while doing sex. However, she wants to suggest
here the violent nature of male dominated society in which
Sorrow become a victim and endured too much sexual
exploitation.

In the novel, A Mercy according to Florens’ mother
as; she describes the slavery system and the condition of
enslaved people in the last chapter of the novel. She also
narrates the terrible life of slaves from their captivity and
their journey across the Atlantic Ocean. This journey was
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also known as the middle passage, which cannot be
experienced simply, because it is inhuman. Toni Morrison
had described it as;

“Everything heats up and finally the men of their families
burn we houses and collect those they cannot kill or find
for trade. Bound with vine one to another we are moved
four times, each time more trading, more culling, more
dying. We increase in number or we decrease in number
until maybe seven times ten or ten times ten of we are
driven into a holding pen. There we see men we believe
are ill or dead. We soon learn they are neither. Their skin
was confusing. The men guarding we and selling we are
black. Two have hats and strange pieces of cloth at their
throats. They assure us that the whitened men do not want
to eat us. Still it is the continue of all misery. Sometimes
we sang. Some of we fought. Mostly we slept or wept. Then
the whitened men divided we and placed we in canoes. We
come to a house made to float on the sea. Each water, river
or sea, has sharks under. (48)

Captives were chained and bound. As many as thirty
men would sit in an eight-square-feet lockup with only a
minor opening of window facing outer. Once a day, they were
nourished and permitted to attend to their wants, but still the
house was swarming with diseases. Those who reject to eat
were suppressed and thrown to the whirling sharks as a
punishment. They always were being naked in the life,
excepting for a piece of cloth around their waists. They used
to put in a long narrow cell used for them to lie on the floor,
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one in contradiction of the others. The children were detached
from their mothers and used to spend whole life without
parents love. Even, the mothers were across the courtyard,
probably incapable to overhear their children’s cry.
Disobedient Africans were locked up in an cruel manner, put
them in the small compartment under the stairs; while
saltwater was drank through the holes to step up thirst.
Because of such a brutal condition, some captives used to
choose the way of dying through the jumping into the sea.
Thus, They preferred to death due to endure too much paining
life. Toni Morrison describes it as:

“I welcomed the circling sharks but they avoided me as if
knowing I preferred their teeth to the chains around my
neck my waist my ankles. When the canoe heeled, some of
we jumped, others were pulled under and we did not see
their blood swirl until we alive ones were retrieved and
placed under guard”. (49)

Author mentioned here the important philosophy
about this type of shipment. It was not restricted to Black
people to travel by shipment, because the black people were
sent to the New World by it. But on the other side, Rebekka
was not an African or a black lady. She was born in England,
where she had survived with her loyally religious but
emotionless and unloving parents. In England, Rebekka had
initiated a training program to develop a domestic servant,
but it dropped out because the chief of the program was
sexually irritating her. Thus, Rebekka’s father had sent her
to marry with Jacob in order to relieve him of the load of
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paying for her preservation. An Anglo-Dutch trader by
profession, a lender and a farmer, Jacob Vaark never wants a
farm, but he was enjoyably astonished when an unfriendly
uncle had left him a plot of land. Unexpectedly wanting roots,
Jacob had funded for Rebekah’s passage and he had married
her and directly brought her across the ocean.

Meanwhile, Morrison tells at the end of the book that
Florens’s mother was raped at the orders of her master
D’Ortega. D’Ortega also raped on her many times. Florens’s
mother endured the brutal violence and suffered a lot that is
why she decided to send her daughter away from her. She
thought that never to see her again in future, because she
cannot watch her suffer at the same place. The Violence
against women was maybe so widespread in the country
because of the social space, women employed in the colonies
in the 17th century. In that period, most women in America
were considered to be the property of the white men, either
as slaves, indentured servants, or wives etc. Enslaved women
were commonly black or native. They were mostly helpless
at the time of violence and beating. Florens’s mother stated
here that being raped by a group of men assigned by her
master to “break her in” a level of violence possible because
of her low position and racial discrimination as a black slave.
However, even white, indentured women were also
represented as property to be operated. Rebekka, for
example, became Jacob’s wife when her father sent her away
in exchange for financial reward. The money was evidently
to cover Rebekka’s journey, but her father obviously
understood that as an opportunity to manage his daughter
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for profit. However, women were considered as to be the
property of men in 17" century America and society used to
banish to women who were freed to men as like widows and
single mothers etc. Obviously, Morrison indicates the reason
of the injustice of women and how all the women in the book
are helpless to violence and cruelty, because they all suffered
the gender and racial discrimination in the society. Florens’s
mother evaluates here that Morrison’s description of female
pain when she states as, “fo be female in this place is to be
an open wound that cannot heal. Even if scars form, the
festering is ever below.” In other words, womanhood in the
early colonial America was well-defined as suffering,
harassment, cruelty and their unavoidable trouble for long-
lasting and nothing getting outcomes.

The violence that they actually suffered, through this
they were getting endless pain. The women in the book found
wellbeing in the relationships; they forge with other women
who have endured similar suffering. For example, on the boat
from Europe, Rebekka united with a group of women from
different social classes containing prostitutes and con-
demned middle class women. The women talked about their
lives in the situation of men and their limits as women and
discussed on sex and how the commodification of women’s
bodies affects them. Thus, Rebekka was learned about sex
from other women at that time and showing how female
communities can be permitted to share knowledge and to
offer support in the society to women. In spite of their racial
difference, Rebekka and Lina also enjoyed a close friendship
and gave a space for Lina to speak about her past suffering.
Only Sorrow flops to keep the strong female relationships
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in the book. Rebekka thought that because, Sorrow was
showed to pursue male kindness since she was not raised by
women as a child. In this way, Morrison demonstrates that
female characters were troubled in this novel by the trauma,
violence, and oppression of womanhood etc.

Toni Morrison described the theme of motherhood,
heartbreak and salvation in the novel A Mercy. She provides
several different images of motherhood in Rebekka, Sorrow,
Lina, and Florens’s mother. The depictions of motherhood
is very different and showing the different techniques that
social issues like race, social status, marital status and
financial security can all disturb to motherhood. When
women serve as mothers, they represent in many types of
motherhood and social and personal situations. Rebekka was
a white woman whose children mentioned as the creation of
happiness and she got legal marriage to a man to whom she
loved more and more, but it might be expected to have
cheerful experiences of motherhood. Rebekka was after all,
the most stable and fortunate of all the mothers as portrayed
in the book. And truly, Rebekka totally liked her children
while they were alive. But, Rebekka experienced an
enormous heartbreak in her motherhood because her each
of children died at that situation. Rebekka’s boy baby did not
live past infancy and in another incident her daughter named
Patrician was died after being kicked in the head by a horse.
Rebekka’s sorrow indicates the possibility of massive pain
of motherhood which makes to women helpless.
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Motherhood is particularly painful and torturous
under the slavery, where they frequently cannot protect their
children from terrible violence. As per the tradition of the
system of slavery, families were often separated. Lina was
precisely childless but she performed as a kind of
replacement as mother to Florens. Lina enjoyed a close,
helpful, gentle and loving relationship with Florens.
Sometime she was brushing florens’s hair and taking care of
her. Lina’s relationship with Florens demonstrates that how
motherhood does not essentially have to be organic or to be
meaningful. However, Lina’s motherhood was not legal that
is why it was not recognized by the other characters or even
authoritatively between Lina and Florens themselves. At the
end of the book, Rebekka proposes to sell Florens away from
Lina and showing that how their bond may be destroyed by
the cruel truths of the slavery system.

Morrison proposes the strongest example of how
slavery can turn motherhood into suffering in Florens’s
organic mother, who is forced to plead for her daughter to
be sold away from her in order to defend her from a life of
terrible sexual violence. The condition was especially painful
because Florens considered that her mother asked her to be
sold and showing the selfless act of love towards her. But,
later she preferred to keep Florens’s baby brother rather than
Florens. When the true nature of Florens’s mother decision
was exposed at the end of the book, it was absolutely
devastating. Florens’s mother’s frightening choice highlights
how slave mothers were enforced to make completely
impossible and terrible decisions in order to defend their
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children. She also depicts how motherhood can be a kind of
salvation in the slavery. Many mothers enjoyed happiness
with their children in the book. Sorrow is the most noticeable
example of the positive transformative authority of
motherhood. At the beginning, Sorrow’s pregnancies are
observed as a problem and saying the people around her that
Sorrow i1s helpless and mentally il that is why she will be
unable of mothering a child. In fact, it is uncertain whether
Sorrow’s first pregnancy was aborted or whether Lina
drowned the new born because of her suspicion of Sorrow
and her anxiety of what kind of a child she might have.
However, when Sorrow had her strong second child at that
movement motherhood significantly improved her mental
health and made her more responsible. Thus, Sorrow’s
postpartum transformation was such a renovation for her and
she changed her own name after giving birth to the baby as
from “Sorrow” to “Complete.” It was highlighting how
motherhood made her sensation till at last. In this way,
Morrison provides to the reader an ambivalent but
emotionally powerful representation of motherhood, in
which motherhood is alternatively cheerful and heart-
breaking, so women struggled a lot for salvation and
sacrificed their whole life for others.

Throughout A Mercy novel, Morrison shows the idea
of the pastoral life and the use of the theme of an exploitation
of the people in the land, such type of issues were expressed
by author in literature. Its motif and themes made to society
as strong and idealized country. Pastorals persist throughout
the English literary tradition and frequently expressed themes
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of innocence and sentimentalized views of hard labour.
Morrison ties her novel to the pastoral through her beautiful
and outstanding explanations of the early American landscape.
Jacob’s journey mentioned through the Virginian wilderness
to Maryland to see D’Ortega. So, Jacob narrates the landscape
of North America, charming in the “forests untouched since
Noah, shorelines beautiful enough to bring tears, wild food
for the taking.” Thus, the American land is glorified and
idealized in A Mercy.

Jacob and Rebekka were captivated the American
landscape where they had dream of producing a livelihood
by farming their small plot of land. Soon, however, Morrison
plights the idea of the romantic American Pastoral that Jacob
and Rebekka shown the dream of connecting to the
overwhelming on native people. In while doing description
of the land’s beauty, Jacob thought about Bacon’s Rebellion
and the on-going native annihilation, joining the land with
the New World’s flourishing slave trade. Then, after the
statement of Jacob about the beauty of the landscape, he went
on to discuss how the land was constantly changing hands
and being fought over which actually controlled by Europe
kings and rich landlords. In while doing this, Jacob highlighted
the European understanding about the land and kept as a
property to be bought and sold. By describing Jacob’s
thoughts on slavery as the commodification of land in the
space of minutes and seems to compare creating land into
property to commodifying people to suggest that both are
wrong. Land and the agriculture business were tentatively
practiced in the 17th century. It was deeply tangled with



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -29 5

slavery as southern plantations depended on heavily on slave
labours to make their massive profits. At that time, The
American agricultural industry was based on slavery system
and on poor native people as well. In the book, throughout
Lina’s narrative, Morrison depicts that being a white
European landowner, it was only possible through the deaths
of native people who were originally lived on the same land.
Lina remembered colonialists burning her village after a
smallpox disease outbreak in America by Europeans and
leaving her with enduring suffering long time. Thus, author
suggests here that land-owning by European colonists was
basically the result of loot and stealing.

Morrison excellently described the beautiful land of
North America and the agriculture businesses flourishing
there. There were rich landlords overwhelmed on the poor
and forcefully they earned lands by stealing, showing cruelty,
violence, and exploitation etc. thus, it becomes strong that
the pastoral vision is associated to violence. Jacob’s pastoral
visions transformed into of a small farm die out. Jacob’s
crops were flopped that time and he didn’t know how to
handle the weather in North America. In a while, Lina
explained him whatever she knew about local farming but he
was unable to listen her advice again and again. Eventually,
the farm did not prosper in making a profit, so forcefully
Jacob turned to the trading. As a result, Jacob earnings from
the slave trade that he dislikes, first more ultimately through
men like D’Ortega and then more openly as he becomes
progressively interested in gaining wealth for a house. Jacob’s
pastoral vision turned out to be indefensible because, that
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acknowledges to the cruel realities of farm life and to the
attraction of wealth from the slave trade. The pastoral life
described as Jacob dreamed exposed as an American fiction.
An agricultural industry that was constructed on a system of
forced labour, so Jacob’s small family farm cannot contest.
Morrison used to Jacob as the mock image of the American
pastoral, telling that any romantic image of American
agricultural life is a frontage diverting from the reality.
However, it was one of mass production made possible
through slave labour and their profession was about land
stolen from native people.

In A Mercy, the white characters described as the
people living in North America in the terms of their religion
and sorting out into categorizing them by religious group.
The characters draw their own social differences and
framework of the prejudices where they associated with each
other. Morrison demonstrates the North American landscape
to be occupied by a different group of religions. According
to A Mercy, the religious temperament in the colonies is a
rich mixture of Protestant groups, Catholics, and native
religions. As characters meet people who are different from
them spiritually, they frequently reply to change with
scepticism and suspicion. When Morrison’s Protestant
characters mentioned as papists or Catholics, they
commented on their ethical failure and contempt their
extravagant lifestyles. Jacob’s decision was observed of
Catholic D’Ortega in hatred manner and moral corruption
etc. thus, Jacob associated with his Catholicism. The narrator
proposed that Jacob’s Protestant’s origin cause him to
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purpose to D’Ortega producing money through the slave
trade, although Jacob was occupied in the slave trade himself.
This bitterness between religious groups was not limited to
tension between Catholics and Protestants. However,
Rebekka, a Protestant, hated to the Anabaptists because they
rejected to baptize her daughter. Rebekka denoted to Quakers
as “horrible,” highlighting the powerful bitterness in the
relationships between religious groups. Other than white
characters meant non-white people were observed only
actions of the Europeans and did not pay too much attention
towards the distinctions between their religions and instead
of focusing on the terrible violence that Europeans as a group
have transported to the continent. Lina used the term as
“BEuropes” to discuss the culture, legal practices, and outrages
of white people describing how they had stolen her land. Lina
excellently removed the religious differences of Europeans
because the European characters realized as extremely
important amongst themselves and making them random and
minor in comparison to terrible acts of violence from which
all Europeans promoted to the loss of native people.

In fact, religion and religious beliefs are frequently
used honestly and clearly to support racism and the
harassment of black and native people. For example, Rebekka
noted that Anabaptists proclaimed that it was unbearable for
natives and black people to go to heaven. Moreover, religion
was used as a tool to remove native and African culture, as
like when white people forced to Lina to left behind her
native religion for their European one and when Florens’s
mother adopted Catholicism. These forced transformations
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were chiefly ironic since in the novel Christianity proved to
be unsuccessful in comparison to other non-Christian forms
of devotion and healing. It was the Blacksmith’s another
restorative method saved to Rebekka but not by Christian
prayer. The religion originated through as completely
separated from actual morality, which was supposed to be
one of the most important motives and supports to the
religion. Morrison attracted the reader’s attention towards
the lack of true morality in European religion. She
demonstrates the treatment of Widow Ealing and Daughter
Jane in the novel. Daughter Jane appeared to be sick and her
community was oppressing her and her widowed mother
because the girl was apparently a “demon.” Such a kind of
incident showed that how religion as practiced by many
people in the colonies. Either they can be strict and estranges
members of communities like the injustice on widows and
single mothers who were already downgraded. Meanwhile,
Widow Ealing and Daughter Jane showed Florens right
goodness when they took her in and feed her and showing
that how they were more morally and better than their
obsessively religious neighbours. Morrison also highlighted
the issue about the Christian religion and its members that
how they actually presented in early America seemed to be
complicit in slavery. D’Ortega was a Catholics but he assisted
in the slave trade actively and finding no morality in his
behaviour. Although Protestants like Jacob appeared to take
issue with slavery from an ethical viewpoint. Their religions
did not impede them from profiting to indirectly. Morrison
attracts an attention through this irony that the symbolism
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on the mansion that Jacob forms, which features the Christian
images of a snake on the metalwork of the house’s entrance
gate. The snake refers to the snake in the Garden of Eden,
which signifies sin. However, this proposes that Jacob’s
prosperity and the house he was built with it that is the
symbols of sin, actually it was the result of slave trade
profits. In this way, Morrison proposes a condemning
representation of the Christian landscape of early America
where one overwhelmed by infighting but extremely divided
of the true morality.

Toni Morrison used some symbols in her well-
known work A Mercy. Florens’s shoes mentioned as one of
the symbol used in this novel which attracts the attention of
readers. Florens got her first pair of shoes of D’Ortega’s
wife which were already old and broken its heels, in
Maryland. Florens’s mother told her they were unworkable
because Florens wanted to develop tough feet. When Florens
arrived at the Vaarks’ farm at that time Lina gave a pair of
soft skin boots to her. Then, when Rebekka sent to Florens
out to find the Blacksmith at that time also she wore Jacob’s
boots. Florens’s shoes were changed many times over the
course of the novel. Moreover, in the last chapter of Florens’s
story, Florens walked shoeless through the forest and noted
that her feet were lastly tough. Florens’s lacking of shoes at
the ending of plot symbolizes that her coming of age and her
new hurting awareness of the dangers of life and love.

In A Mercy, Jacob’s mission to obtain enough wealth
to build massive luxurious house and it becomes fascination
around which the recreation of the characters and the plot
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rotates. Jacob’s wish for a big and impressive house creates
after his journey to the D’Ortega’s property in Maryland.
After meeting to D’Ortega, Jacob appreciates to him as well
as admires to the D’Ortega’s house and decides to construct
same one of his own to permission as a heritage. Here, Jacob
planned to build the house to signify his wealth and status
and the house eventually derived to symbolize his disaster
and moral depravity. Jacob reserved his construction project
through earnings through sugar plantations in Barbados,
creating the house as a symbol of his profit from the slave
trade, in which he earned his wealth after doing harassment
and violence. During the house’s construction of Jacob, many
tragic events happened there. For instance, a horse kicked in
the head of Patrician and she was died at that movement. She
was Jacob’s only living child who was also killed in this
accidental movement. Then, Jacob infected with smallpox
disease and died. Rebekka also bonded with the same disease
but she survived forever and changed. In this book, author
emphasised on the superstition and religion because the
reader maybe surprised that whether the house was affected
with doomed. It was constructed with slave money after
giving them too much brutal treatment. The gate of the house
also signifying two iron shaped snakes which mentioning to
the story of Adam and Eve and concerning the house with
the idea of greediness and sin. Also, the house mentioned as
meant to be a symbol of power and the events nearby its
construction shows the instability of human life and the
ineffectuality of wealth in matters of ethics and humanity.
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In this novel, Toni Morrison carries the concept of
orphans and stating to many of her characters. As a child,
Jacob was an orphan and creating him especially sympathetic
towards other people who appeared unmoored or lost.
Another characters like, Lina and Sorrow were both orphans
as well as after their individual disastrous youths. Actually,
Florens was not exactly an orphan but she abandoned by her
own mother. When she appeared at Widow Ealing’s door,
the woman recognized Florens as an orphan. The majority
of orphans in the book assisted as a thematic counterbalance
to the discussion of motherhood through Morrison’s novel.
Additionally, the several orphans were found in A Mercy and
there was highlighted the possibility and necessity of
different kinds of families. This obligation is the effect of
the system of suppression that separating the families. The
high levels of death in the colonies occurred at that time and
the detachment from parents in Europe or the Caribbean was
happened usually. In this way, small children remained as
orphan due to such a critical situation. Characters like Jacob,
Lina, and Florens practiced new relationships with the outer
from the traditional familial ones.

The black women slaves were survived their life very
tragically in the slavery system. They were always treated as
inhumanly by their masters. Masters were punishing them
with beating, whipping and abusing etc. They were spent their
life in the lowest status in the society back in the 1600s.
After enduring too much paining, they were able to stay alive
and they had ability to endure any kinds of bad treatments
given by their masters. Each and every slave people wanted
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to be free after taking experience of the brutal treatments.
Thus, it would be possible for them to struggle and fighting
against the slavery till the last movement. In the many
narratives or slavery books, author described the struggle of
slave people against the slavery system. They showed to the
slave protagonist as sufferer who acquired the freedom at
last after getting brutal experiences as slave. Slave people at
first acquired the knowledge about the system in which they
became able to understand what is right or wrong. After that
they started to revolt against this brutal system. Sometimes,
they intentionally used to avoid the order of masters or run
away from their master’s farm for escaping. Through the
escaping at any way from slavery, they would know that
definitely they can get the freedom. In this novel also, Toni
Morrison narrated the scene about Florens who was
struggling for freedom and wanted to be free and better life
as common persons of the society.

Florens is the foremost character in Toni Morrison’s
novel A Mercy. When Florens was born at that time already,
her mother was enslaved women. A slave’s child will accept
definitely her mother’s status as a slave and turn into the
property of her mother’s owner. Moreover at that time, *...a
child could be sold away at any time”. Florens was also sold
to Jacob after permission of her own mother. Thus, She spent
the next ten years as working in otherfarm. (50)

At that time, the common behaviour to stay alive in
the system, it was necessity to follow the orders of masters
and to be obedient in the hope of their masters. The same
nature was followed by Florens in the slavery. Thus, Florens
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also would not see any dangerous situation because of her
respectful and helpful nature towards everyone.

“Survival in slavery meant obedience to the

slaveholder” (51)

this statement quoted from Hine and Thompson’s The
History of Black Women in America (1998) In this way, if
the slave is obedient for doing any work for their masters so
the masters keeping to them away from the punishments. In
other hand, if any kinds of disobedience would cost them as
whipping and abusing.

Florens was very conscious about the situation around
her, and her awareness was the significant skill mentioned in
the novel by author. After enduring many ups and downs in
her life, Florens realized that actually she was in a danger
situation. But, she had the awareness to face the current
condition which was spread around her. Therefore, she just
remained quiet and obeyed the master’s orders even to put
off all of her clothes and let herself to be examined. After
enduring such a dangerous incident even she did not rebel
against them. Because, She knew that if she rebelled or even
showing a little act of rejection, so they would be suspicious
about her. Thus, She realized that her Mistress gave
permission her to be quick on her errand, and thus she could
not let the white people bargain her time by doing more
inquiries on her.

Her ability to read and write this situation helps to
make herself mature to take decision not to rebel but survive
her life as per the white people’s judgments that she would
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be not suspicious as an evil person in the sight of white
people. Thus, her skill to avoid any chance for the white
people condemned her, she acted quietly but her destination
was wanted to get freedom without any suspect. She
succeeded to manage herself and decided not to give any
chance to the white people who would hurt or punish to her.

Even when she was wondering in the woods at that
time she had managed to continue her journey through the
wilderness. She succeeded to survive there. There was a time,
when she smelled fur she knew that there was an animal
nearby her. She did not bother to check what kind of animal
it was, instead she remained quiet to avoid any violence from
the animal. After the animal had gone, she was decided to
stay higher from the ground.

This scene showed that she was very obedient and
clever who could able to survive in the wilderness also. Her
talent saved her life and she could use her instinct and
managed to control her anxiety to be able to stay alive. After
facing problems, she started her journey continually. She
showed that if the person have smartness in the work and
have a ability to face any trouble, he or she can be fight against
the any evil system in the society. Thus, through the act of
Florens, the point to be noted here that, either slaves not to
go to school, they can be proved to the white men that they
were neither stupid nor afraid.

She realized the importance of the literacy, that being
able to read and write. It will definitely give her a chance to
progress herself. Because of this, the white people were
banned to teach slaves. They wanted to keep the black people
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as illiterate forever. Therefore, Florens knew that if she
wanted to survive from literacy, she will be able to gain her
freedom earlier.

However, Florens played very important role for
escaping from the brutal practices called slavery system.
Thus, she was very smart and knew when to run away and
when to be a rebel against situation. Thus, she managed to
protect herself when she was involved in a fight with the
blacksmith. This is also an ability to control fear and to be
brave. As the result of her struggle finally, Florens was
become a free woman in the1600s.

However, A Mercy is a primitive, tortuously surfaced
novel that takes readers towards the right from the origins
of America, a place where the seeds of the racial dis-
crimination, class structured society, religious diversity, and
class tensions that would later came to execution in
revolution and civil war and it was already being scattered
there. Thus, Jacob does not want to take a slave as on payment
for an evil debt, but his sensations that it is the greatest option
available. Florens’s mother does not want to part from her
daughter, but feels that Florens will be well off with Jacob
than with her own cruel master.In this novel, Morrison carries
together representatives of all the chief racial categories in
the New World African, Native American, Anglo and mulatto.
It was a historical fact that actually slavery was not restricted
to any particular race. Slavery was not race oriented in the
ancient times because slaves were not keeping as enslaved
on the basis of colour. Before 1500, slavery was not based
on skin colour in Europe, the Middle East, Africa, Asia, or



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -3 06

the Americas. However, Most slaves were convicts of war
or sold into slavery as a punishment for any crime. It made
no difference to the buyers or sellers if the slaves had light
or dark skin. Black people were recognized through a simply
misfortune. They showed more resistant to hard work than
the Indians who ‘perished under the ordeal like sheep.’ (52)

In this procedure, the Europeans encouraged to the
discrimination which would be based on skin colour and
finally transformed into racism. Skin colour was inten-
tionally associated to slavery in order to obtain a greater
number of slaves for making a huge workforce. Slavery in
America in the very beginning of the settlement of Europeans
was unbiased and expected at buying people for the necessity
of employees. Toni Morrison has worked to expose the
sensation in order to find the source of racism in America.
In shortly, America was not born with racism, but racism has
originated later through the institutions. This same
philosophy began to show the authority of a group over other
groups in the same society.

Therefore, this problem would perform as a struggle
against the slavery. Resistance happens when some people
senses something wrong against their willpower. According
to Marx, resistance happens as through the class struggle
after enduring exploitation from higher class. In this case,
the resistance is happened in this novel by a woman slave,
named Florens. In contrast, she survived under a terrific
burden. As woman there were treated as inhumanly and
considered to them as an inferior to men and mostly noticed
as servants. She wanted to get the freedom when she met to



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -3 07

the blacksmith. She had thought of being married and changed
her life as a free woman.

In this chapter, the conclusion of the study of
Florens’s Resistance Against Slavery in Toni Morrison’s A
Mercy is indicated that the representation of Florens’s
experienced in Slavery in Toni Morrison’s A Mercy and her
resistance showed against the slavery in the novel. There is a
chief character who 1s Florens and some other supporting
character who had been also slaves. Florens is African Black
Slave Girl, Lina is Native American Slave, Sorrow is a mixed
—blood girl and she was an unpaid slave, Willard and Scully
are indentured servants from Europe. Therefore, they
acquired different duty and different treatment from Master
Jacob’s willpower in the farm house and companies. Toni
Morrison shows us a confident illustration of a slavery
background and how Florens was working and receiving a
different treatment and different advantages that led to
fighting against the slavery system.

To gain freedom one who must be desires to do the
efforts and strong will to acquire it. That time was so
dangerous for black women slaves in the slavery and they
could not wait for some momentous day to be free. They
had also decided to fight against evil system. However, the
condition in the 1600s was not too easy to resolve easily.
Everything was very tough for every slave. They had desire
to stay animated as a way to show their resistance towards
the discrimination and partial treatments. During the 1600s,
social conditions for black women slaves were so difficult.
They were marginalized, because of the system and because
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the white people’s desire to keep them illiterate which made
them uneducated. Society also had the stigma that black
women were disgusting. They thought that black people
carried diseases and could cause trouble, if they were not
controlled. They were also under the power of men, because
of the patriarchal system at that time which made the men
had the power over women.

In order to save their dignity and to protect
themselves, black women slaves had to stand on their own.
They used their abilities and skills to fight against the
superiors. Black women slaves realized that they could not
give up easily and that they had to find a way to their
liberation. They were made uneducated by the system, they
were to fight against it with all the abilities they had. They
became stronger and they proved that they can get their
chance to develop, to learn, and thus they showed great
willingness to win.

Michiko kakutani, the book reviewer of ‘The New
York Times’ wrote that; “The scene of the mother killing
her baby is so brutal and disturbing that it appears to
warp time before and after into a single unwavering line
of fate” (53)

Margaret Atwood, Canadian writer who wrote in a
review for ‘The New York Times’ as; “Ms. Morrison's
versatility and technical emotional range appear to know
no bounds. If there were any doubts about her stature as a
preeminent American novelist of her own or any other
generations ‘Beloved’will put them to rest.” (54)
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Some critics acclaimed that ‘Beloved’ failed to win
the prestigious ‘National Book Critics Circle Award’ but
despite the international stature of Toni Morrison, she has
yet to receive the national recognition that her five major
works of fiction entirely deserve” and months later Beloved
won ‘The Pulitzer Prize’ for fiction and again she got an
‘ Anisfield-Wolf Book Award’ In 2006, The New York Times
Books Review about ‘Beloved’ as;

“Beloved’ as the best work of American fiction published
in the previous 25 years, as chosen by a selection of
prominent writers, literary critics and editors.” (55)

Stephanie A. describes the bond of the mother-
children relationship in her work “Maternal Bonds as

Devourers of Women's Individuation in Toni Morrison's
Beloved”(1992).

“In Ohio, Sethe fails to recognize her daughter
Denver’s need for interaction with the Black community to
enter into womanhood. At the end of the novel, Denver
succeeds in establishing her own self and embarking on her
individuation with the help of Beloved. Sethe only becomes
individuated after Beloved’s exorcism. Then, she is free to
fully accept the first relationship that is completely “for her”,
her relationship with Paul D. This relationship relieves her
from the self-destruction she was causing based on her
maternal bonds with her children” (56)

Koolish, Lynda describes the psychological effect of
slavery system on the slave people in his “7o Be Loved and
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Cry Shame”: A Psychological Reading of Toni Morrison's
“Beloved”(2001)

“Because of the suffering under slavery, most people
who had been enslaved tried to repress these memories in
an attempt to forget the past. This repression and dissociation
from the past causes a fragmentation of the self and a loss
of true identity. Sethe, Paul D., and Denver all suffered a
loss of self, which could only be remedied when they were
able to reconcile their pasts and memories of earlier
identities. Beloved serves to remind these characters of their
repressed memories, eventually leading to the reintegration
of their selves.” (57).

Morrison’s another famous novel ‘A Mercy’ published
in 2008. Its setting was in the Virginia Colonies of 1682.
Diane Johnson, in her review in ‘Vanity Fair’ stated that;

“A Mercy’ a poetic, visionary, mesmerizing tale that
captures in the cradle of our present problems and strains
that the natal curse put on us back then by the Indian
Tribes, Africans, Dutch, Portuguese and English compe-
ting to get their footing in the new world against a hostile
landscape and the essentially tragic nature of human
experience.” (58)

In the book, American History: A Survey, by Richard
N. Current and friends who described the social systems of
the society during the colonization period. The British
Domain inherited an undeveloped system of social
nstitutions and traditions; there was found the class structure,
social discrimination on the basis of the community, race
and identity etc. The most noticeable tradition was the class
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distinction in the society; there were found the working class
and the upper class society. The working class society was
the community that worked as farmers. Even black slaves
eventually arrived in this category after their rapid
development in that time. The upper class society was the
community that came from the Puritan community. (59)

The Puritan family became the dominant in the black
slaves community. Because, they wanted to have a better
future for their race and community. This same condition is
clarified in ‘A Shining Thread of Hope’ written by Darlene
Clark Hine and Kathleen Thompson,

“Enslaved Americans were also deeply committed to the
idea of family, at any cost. At the core of this response was
the need to care for children. At the same time, however,
enslaved women and men used families of all shapes and
sizes to fill the need for companionship, support, intimacy,
and sense of belonging” (60)

It demonstrates that the African American people
were destined very close to each other, as their population
started to grow and they had none to protect them. A stronger
bond was held by the African American women slaves, who
were considered as “self-reliant and self- sufficient because
of lacking black male protection. They had to develop their
own means of resistance and survival.”(61)

Women were working in the field as the same men
doing, but they had double load to bear children, enduring
punishments, sexual exploitation, facing the abusing, which
made them unhappy.
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The book, A History in Their Own Words: The Black
American, by Milton Meltzer offered a depiction about
slavery and described the experiences of the Black people
in America. The book consisted some stories which are based
on the Black people’s life directly. Some of are in the form
of journals, letters, or newspapers. From the story written,
the reader will acquire the historical experience in the point
of view to what makes America as a nation.

One of the story was taken from a journal which
written by a black bookseller about a kidnapping of a free
black man. When some laws were made to forbid slavery,
some slaves were in liberty but they were still in the hard
times. A free black man was taken by police for something
he did not commit and in the end he was sold, once again, as
slaves. (62)

Another testament is taken from a black woman
named Frances Harper who supported to other black slaves
and they started to run away and saved their lives. Then she
said that she could purchase the liberty for these men, but
the money is not sufficient to acquire the freedom; because
the liberty desired respect and greeting from other people,
as she said ;

“The respect that is only bought by gold is not worth
much.”(63)

“The socio-cultural- historical approach insists that
the only way to locate the real work is in reference to the
civilization that produced it.” (Rohrberger and Woods,
Jr, 1971,p.64)
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This technique trusts that the story in the novel is
the consideration of the social and the culture of the time
when the story is written. It also trusts that a work of literature
will not be understood without considerate the social
condition when the work is formed.

Florens mother’s experience is explained by John Hope
Franklin and Alfred: A. Moss, Jr. in their book, From Slavery
to Freedom, that the journey to America “was a veritable
nightmare (1988: p.36)”. They explain that the slaves were
chained by twos, hands and feet and had no room to move
their body (1988: 36). Further, on their explanation, they
also state that many of those slaves died because of illness
or committed suicide by jumping overboard which made the
original number of slaves taken from Africa would drastically
decreased when they arrived in America. (65)

In this way, Toni Morrison’s works focused on African
American life and its culture. She wanted to highlight the
actual problems of the poor enslaved people. The enslaved
people were faced many problems in the society which were
based on social, communal, racial and gender discrimination.
Slavery system was a very big issue of African American
countries. When we think about the history of slavery we
come to know that during the slavery system actually,
Americans have lost their humanity and sympathy for the
African Americans.

Toni Morrison was an exponent author and social
reformer and she struggled against the social issues of the
people like racial discrimination, issue of slavery system,
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gender discrimination etc. She highlighted these all issues
intended for knowing to whole world the actual problems of
the poor enslaved people through her writing and speeches.
Thus, she was actively participated in the reconstructing,
provisioning and reconsidering the past. Truly, she has shaped
the cultural memory of the past systems of the society and
challenged against the cultural domination through her works.
She represents the problems through the works and it would
be deliberately helpful to erase the conventional history. In
short, she tried to establish a form of cultural memory
through her novels. In this chapter, we have evaluated the
slavery and anti-slavery system in the novels of Toni Morison.
She was the greatest social activist who described the slavery
issues through her well-known works and speeches.

Toni Morrison struggled a lot against the social
issues till her death. She showed the actual life of slave
people and their problems. She described the evil system of
the society in which the condition of the enslaved people
very dangerous. Enslaved people suffered with many
problems and affected or disturbed with physically,
intellectually, and emotionally. They also disturbed with
spiritual deprivation. It means the life of slave people seemed
like hellish.

This chapter aims at exploring the issues of slavery
system and how the slave people started to struggle against
the evil system. Toni Morrison depicted the anti-slavery
theme in her famous novels ‘Beloved’ and ‘A Mercy’. These
novels of Toni Morrison highlighted the social, racial, and
cultural discrimination.
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The harmful significances of the traditional dehuma-
nization of the African Americans have horrified their lives.
Remarkably, in Beloved, Toni Morrison has offered the
history and legacy of slavery through the victims of slavery
like Sethe, Paul D and others. Thus African Americans were
culturally, linguistically and socially marginalized by the
whites in America. No organization was allowed to these
people and castration of these people is done by the whites
during slavery. The questions raised by the protagonists are
so difficult to answer in all time as they are not literally
enslaved after the Civil War, but their memories of the past
and formative experiences haunted their thoughts and actions
in such a way that it appears to them as someone else’s
property.

In her masterpiece, Beloved (1987), Toni Morrison
depicts the dehumanizing effects of slavery on the past and
memory of her heroine. Morrison has devoted her literary
career to certifying that black experience under, and as a
result of, slavery would not be left to interpretations solely
at the dictates of whites. This study shows how Toni Morrison
has succeeded in revealing the physical and psychological
damage inflicted on African American people by the brutal
inhumanity that constituted American slavery.

Toni Morrison has skilfully investigated into how the
painful collective past of the Blacks and the heroine’s own
memory leads to distorted experience of motherhood.
However, the heroine succeeds in overcoming these haunting
experiences through growing awareness and forbearance.
Toni Morrison, in Beloved, points out the necessity of new
beginnings and faith that the Blacks should maintain in order
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to live as free people. Thus, Morrison has succeeded in
showing African American how to exercise the ghosts of
slavery and the horrible communal past. Through Sethe’s
sense of hope towards the end of the novel, Morrison has
given African American hope for the future. In doing so,
Morrison has brought the individuals and the community
together; she has revealed that Blacks and Whites have
successfully achieved a sense of cooperation.

Everyone suffers a loss of humanity and compassion.
America’s future depends on its understanding of the past;
for example, in Beloved, Sethe must come to terms with her
past because she can secure a future with Denver and Paul
D. Most importantly, in Beloved, the readers learn about the
history and legacy of slavery not from the white characters’
points of view, but rather from the black characters’. Here,
the white characters are represented by schoolteacher and
the Bodwins; and the black characters are by Sethe, Paul D,
Stamp Paid, and Baby Suggs. So is with A Mercy in which
the infant history of slavery 1s revealed through rememories
of black characters involved in the storytelling. Morrison,
thus, rewrites history with the voices of a people historically
denied the power of language. In her slave narratives, Beloved
and A Mercy, she redeems a history that had been lost as in
Sethe’s and a minha mae’s repression of their memories. To
her, if history has become a way of clarifying the black reality,
then, remembering the past means creatively rethinking the
present and imagining the future.
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To prove the historical truth that collective struggle
is the only solution for African people, Morrison writes
about the most oppressed period of slavery in the history of
African people. Because Africans are faced with circum-
stances similar to that of the slavery, Morrison shows them
the need to unite as one to challenge against the common
enemy. Her conscious focus on collective rather than
individual struggle is clarified through her repeated
assertions that Beloved is the story of a people rather than a
person. She says that the novel “has to be the interior life of
some people, a small group of people and everything they
do 1s impacted on by the horror of slavery, but they are also
people.” The impact of slavery on a people thus involves the
way internalization of oppressor’s values can distort and
intimate human relationships.
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Chapter-V

Conclusion

The present book has made an attempt to evaluate
the idea of slavery and anti-slavery system in the selected
novels of Fredrick Douglass, Harriet Beecher Stowe and
Toni Morrison. It illustrates how the white authority treated
to slave people in the African American country and how
those slave people struggled against the brutal system for
their freedom, identity and equality. This study brings to light
on the fact of African American anti-slavery novels which
are deeply embedded in history since the Negroes were
brought as slaves from their native African countries and sold
to slaveholders all over the region of the world. Enslaved
people were treated as dehumanized like animal. The history
of slavery system was so brutal. In fact, African Americans
were suffered from racial prejudices and the whole system
of the peculiar institution was transported forcefully to
slaves by uprooting them from their native place or country
and they did not allow as gracious life of humans at the new
place. Black colour was regarded as a symbol of evil and
inferiority. The slaveholders were enjoyed violence on slaves
and kept the domination on them. Slaves were broken with
physically as well as mentally after enduring the violence.
The rules of the society were framed with keeping in mind
the overall profits of the white masters. Hence, it was the
period where suppression and domination was going on.
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Slavery system was an institution in which the
practice has enclosed most of the documented history of
the world and spread across many different countries and
regions around the world. It was the cruel practice of forcing
black people to work hard without paying them proper
remune-ration. Such a brutal system was continued to be
practiced for a long time and the life of slaves became too
much difficult. The slaveholders or masters were treated
them like animals and kept domination on them. Slaves were
endured too much paining from their masters like a
mistreatment, mentally and physical torture, abusing,
whipping, sexual exploitation, hard work without remune-
ration, harassment, etc. The slaves were deprived from their
most of the basic rights which ordinarily held by their owners
or masters. When we focused on the history of the slavery
system, then we come to know that the slaves were sold by
the white masters in the market as they were a piece of
clothing or animals. The trade of buying and selling to slave
was very famous trend found in the history of slavery system.
Due to such a trading, slave people’s families were separated
and scattered in the different places. Hence, slave people
were enduring too much suffering from their masters and
totally scattered into the critical life. However, this research
work focused on the actual problems of the slave people and
estimated to resolve it. In short, the life of slaves was just
not easy in the society of African American countries.

The slavery system was a critical issue in the
economic, social and political structure of the country. When
we think about slavery system in the African American
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countries so throughout the 17" and 18" centuries people
were kidnapped from the continent of Africa and they forced
in to slavery by white masters or slaveholders in the American
colonies and exploited to work as servants in the production
of crops such as tobacco and cotton etc. The Transatlantic
Slave Trade elaborated as the kidnaping and sale of millions
of Africans to European traders beside the West Coast of
Africaand transport to them towards the ‘New World’ where
they would be enforced to work in the production of sugar,
cotton and coffee or kept as servants in the plantation owners’
houses. Usually, People were enslaved as a significance of
being caught in war, as a punishment for committing a crime
or as a means of escaping scarcity. While enslavement in
Africa could be terrifically brutal, African slaves had a social
as well as an economic value. They always brought respect
and position to their owner or master.

The Most People of the society were not kind-hearted
or positively thinking about the freedom of slaves. When
Europeans started to colonize in the new world at the end of
15" century, they were well aware about the institution of
slavery system. In the earliest time Europeans were using
the black and Russian people as slaves to work in Italian
plantation. During 14" century, through Columbus’s
‘discovery of the new world found that Europeans actually
exploited to African labour at sugar producing islands off
the coast west Africa.

However, Slavery was permitted to cruelty and
mistreatment everywhere in the all over world. Slavery
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provided the labour force on high level to profit for producing
cotton, sugar, coffee, cocoa etc. During the middle age the
racial slavery originated when Christian and Muslims began
to recruit as slaves from part of east, north central, West
Africa. As late as during 15" century slavery did not mean
that only for black people but many slaves were also from
Asia. Thus, there was nothing difference as white or black
slave in the slavery system because many white slaves also
from Islamic countries and Asian continent. Most slaves
worked hard labouring in the farm as well as keeping them
as household servants.

When we think about the condition of women in the
slavery system, it was too difficult beyond imagine. “Slavery
was terrible for men; but it was far more terrible for women”.
There were many problems equally held in the slavery about
men and women. But if we think about enslaved women, they
all were facing very critical problems in the slavery. Their
masters or owners were used to give evil treatment as like
sexual exploitation, punishment, forcefully separation
between mother and children, economically harassment,
whipping, abusing etc. White people always believed that the
black women are as to be lustful beings. It was estimated
that one third of the 15 million people who were transported
from Africa for transatlantic slave trade women. Women were
always carried unbearable burden of hardships, forced labour,
sexual exploitation, gender discrimination on the basis of
colour in the slavery system.
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Women were known as voiceless and cultureless in the
society, so they faced many problems about their repro-
duction, because the owners or masters didn’t pay too much
attention to the reproductive role of women in the slavery.
They only preferred hard work and profit from them. White
people always observed that African women are as like a
rocky and animal because, they were physically capable to
do the work like a male. The formation of the marriage and
family structure was not stable there so slave owners
frequently engaged in the aftairs with the female slave. Slaves
always survived under constant threat of being sold and
separated from their family, even the kind masters did not
assurance to sympathize with the sentiments of their slaves
for sale. In this system, slave parents and their children were
sold to different buyers to different destinations and they
were never to see each other again in their life time.
Sometimes, slave mothers were killed their own children to
avoid them from having to grow up in the evil system. The
most tragic part was that children of slave mother used to
follow the same condition of their mother or parents and
habitually they became the property of the white masters.
Slave women were endured the additional threat of sexual
exploitation from their white masters and overseers. The
most horrifying painful condition experienced by enslaved
black women with sexual exploitation from the dominating
masters. However, white masters were satisfying their sexual
lust with slave women. Thus, such kind of injustices
highlighted their position and identity of humanity in the
slavery system.
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However, the role of women was very important to
offer a new dynamic study of slave culture. They played very
important role in the development of slave communities such
as family structure and economic productivity. After
enduring too much harassment, they were realized to fight
against the brutal practices of the slavery system. They
developed their skills and preserved the dignity and unity of
their communities, however some of them came together to
fight against the evil system and started to revolt in
contradiction of their masters for freedom. When the
abolition or the antislavery movement was started the import
of slaves from Africa declined. Many enslaved women joined
the abolition movement after escaping from slavery and
narrated their own brutal experiences through the work to
show the actual condition of slaves in the society. Truly,
women writers were given the voice to dominated and
oppressed female slaves and undertaken the charge of
presenting their heroic traits for the dynamic struggle to
liberation. These tales were usually written in the autobio-
graphical form. After escaping from slavery some slaves
started to share their brutal experiences through speeches
or written their narratives. The purpose of writing the
experiences of slave narratives was the remaining slave
people would be inspired to escape and started the revolt
against the evil system. However, there were thousands of
essays, lectures, speeches, sermons, political articles,
personal narratives, prose, fiction, travel account, poetry,
drama, religious and philosophical literature, manifestoes
and children literature etc. printed in the various forms about
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slavery system. The literature was written in the against of
the slavery system called as anti-slavery literature. Antislavery
literature represents the origin of multicultural literature in
the society of United States. The aim of the antislavery
system is to increase crucial understanding about African
American experiences. It shows the argument against the
slavery system and marked a revolutionary turn in the society.
So it was very important to study about history of slavery
and early human condition in the society. Most antislavery
literature was published during the abolitionist movement
activated from 1830 to 1865. Through such kind of written
work the message was very useful to spread out to many
people for revolt against the slavery system. This type of
texts explored the theme of human equality, love, protection,
freedom, peace and rights of common people in the society.
The antislavery work tried to show the actual voice of slave
people who already experienced the injustice in slavery
system. However some slave people after escaping started
to write against the slavery system. They mentioned actual
condition in their narratives such as the dirty quarters,
inadequate meals, long hours of backbreaking labour, the
separation of families, sexual exploitation, brutal beating and
abusing by their masters etc. So after enduring these all
problems they started to revolt against the brutal slavery
system and it was the great contribution for antislavery
movement. In this way antislavery literature had impacted
upon the institution of slavery and proposes the framework
of the nation’s economic, political and social development.
The first printed protest against the slavery was written by
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Quaker, George Keith whose “An exhortation and caution to
friends concerning Buying or keeping of Negroes (1693)”
which propagated for freedom and moral awareness towards
enslavement and described the inhuman cruelty that slaves
suffered in the past.

Antislavery movement was called also abolition
movement which established in 1830 to end the slavery in
the United States. It was started mainly for ending the
transatlantic slavery trade and chattel slavery. Some rationalist
thinkers began to criticize about the rights of man because
the brutality and inhumanity aroused high level in the society.
By 18" century the moral things disapproval of slavery was
widespread all over and antislavery reformers won the heart
of the people during this period. Abolitionist observed that
slavery was as like disgrace and disease in the United States.
So there was target of reformers to destroy slave ownership.
In the early period abolitionist were also white people and
religious people.

Slaves were become uncontrollable after the rise of
antislavery agendas and whites masters on other hand worried
and to live under constant panic of being attacked by their
own slaves. Even they sometimes dared to fight against
masters and overseers to killing them. The new awakening
was sparked the spirit of the dominated souls to fight against
the white masters and struggled for the right to live as human
beings. The revolt was continued widely spread out and the
slaveholders could not control the blows of the enslaved
people. Slave people were started to revolt after spreading
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the news of antislavery movement. Slaves rebelled against
the masters in the several ways, as like they intentionally
damaged machineries, destroyed crops, burning forests and
buildings, stolen livestock food and other valuable things.
Some slaves were started to learn and write secretly to
dispute against the forbidden law of the society.

In this movement most prominent leaders were black
men and women who had escaped from brutal slavery system.
In this evil system all slaves were tortured and exploited by
their masters or owners. They wanted to escape from these
evil treated places and be free but due to this evil system,
they were frightened and worried about this harassment. After
they endured a long time exploitation and evil treatment, few
of them started to revolt against the slavery and wanted to
free from this bondage. So in this way few slaves escaped
from that places and started their new life, but they were
known about remaining slaves who were living until in the
bondage of slavery. The free people decided to escape to all
remaining slaves and at last established ‘Abolitionist
movement’. The aim of this movement was to end the slavery
in the United States. It began as a more organised, radical
and immediate effort to end slavery.

Many American abolitionists were taken an active role
in opposing to slavery system by supporting the Underground
Railroad. This was prepared illegal by the federal Fugitive
Slave Law of 1850 and doubtfully the most hated and most
openly avoided the central law in the nation’s history.
However, contributors like Harriet Tubman, Henry Highland
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Garnet, Alexander Crummell, Amos Noe Freeman and others
constant with their work. So, Abolitionists were chiefly active
in Ohio where some worked openly in the Underground
Railroad. Abolitionist named as John Brown grew up in
Hudson, Ohio. The members of the abolitionist movement
or other people were opposing to slavery in south and
frequently occurred murders and mob violence before the
American Civil War.

The American abolitionism was beginning as a political
movement usually dated from 1 January 1831. William
Lloyd Garrison was published the first issue of his new
weekly newspaper called ‘The Liberator’in 1831. It appeared
without break until slavery abolished from the United States
in 1865. Historians usually discriminate between modest
antislavery reformers and gradualists, who focused on ending
the spread of slavery. The major abolitionists were demanded
for unconditional liberation often combined with an anxiety
for Black civil rights. William Lloyd Garrison was the most
active propagandist man and struggled to recruit powerful
orators led to the finding of ex-slave Frederick Douglass
who finally became a prominent activist in his own precise.
Ultimately, Douglass would publish his own broadly
distributed abolitionist newspaper called ‘North Star’.
Frederick Douglass was the prominent leader of antislavery
movement. He was escaped from slavery and published his
autobiography “Narrative of the life of Fredrick Douglass,
an American slave” and through this work he shared his own
experiences as enslaved man. He tried to give inspiration to
all remaining slaves to escape from slavery and get the
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freedom immediately. Also he was instrumental figure in the
movement and always supported to women’s freedom also.
Abolitionist movement became very strong because of many
activists came together against the slavery system and played
very important role for freedom and escaping to slaves from
brutal condition. There were many activists and leaders who
were already former slaves but after escaping they involved
in this movement. Many abolitionists were activated in the
movement as like Harriet Beecher Stowe, Susan B. Anthony
(1820-1906), John Brown (1800 -1859), Harriet Tubman
(1820 — 1913), Angelina and Sarah Grimke, Lydia Maria
Child, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Harriet
Tubman, and Sojourner Truth etc.

Most antislavery literature was published during the
abolitionist movement and activated from 1830 to 1865.
There were thousands of essays, lectures, speeches, sermons,
political articles, personal narratives, prose, fiction, travel
account, poetry, drama, religious and philosophical literature,
manifestoes and children literature published against the
slavery system. However many antislavery activists and
authors were highlighted very big issue of the society through
their writing. They shared the actual problems of slave people
and their personal brutal experiences. It was also narrated
the physical and mental suffering of slavery system. Many
of the slave narratives were began their work with ‘I was
born...” means it was signifying the loss of their identity in
almost all. The writing of the antislavery authors about slavery
from ancient to the present has changed the outlook of the
society. Thus, literary weapons were in the form of antislavery
writing played significant role against slavery. The most
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prominent figures were like Aphra Behn (1640-1689),
Olaudah Equiano (1745 —1797), William Grime (1784-
1865), Soloman Bayley (1771- 1839), David Walker (1796-
1830), Frederick Douglass(1818 -1895), William Wells
Brown, (1814-1884), Henry Box Brown, (1815 —1897),
Henry Bibb, (1815 — 1854),John Brown, (May 9, 1800 —
December 2, 1859), Harriet Jacobs, (1813 or 1815 —March
7,1897), Booker Taliaferro Washington, (April 18, 1856 —
November 14, 1915) Toni Morrison (1931-2019) etc.
However slavery system was an inhumane and completely
avoidable institution which was caused a lot of unnecessary
death, trouble, grief and sickness to African Americans. Thus,
it 1s necessary to study deeply about the brutal system
because the antislavery authors were assisted to highlight
the real condition of the slave people through their writing.

The present work analyzed through the exploration of
antislavery system in the novels of Fredrick Douglass,
Harriet Beecher Stowe and Toni Morrison. There were two
novels of each author selected for this research work. This
work evaluated the African American antislavery literature
to show the arguments against the slavery system. the very
second chapter of this research work focused on Fredrick
Douglass’s two novels ‘Narrative of the life of Fredrick
Douglass, an American slave (1845) and ‘My Bondage and
my freedom’ (1855). Douglass was known as social activist
who struggled a lot to getting the rights for black slave people.
His contribution for American literature was very best in
the form of literary works. He had written antislavery novels
and described his own experiences as a slave. He focused on
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the problems of slaves in the slavery such as exploitation,
evil torture, punishments, whipping and hard work without
proper remunerations, harassment and sexual exploitation
of slaves by their masters or owners. Fredrick Douglass
wrote his an autobiography the ‘Narrative of the life of
Fredrick Douglass, an American slave’ in 1845 which became
a very famous and influential for abolitionist movement. This
text describes the incidents of his life as a slave and his
ambition to be a free man. Douglass begins his novel with
doesn’t know about his birth and mentioned he had no
accurate knowledge of his birth and nor about father but he
whispered the white master was his father. He recalls the
separation of his mother and described how to slaves kept in
bondage treated with physical brutality. It was deep and
sustained ignorance of allowed to read and write so the slaves
were not aware for being a literate and spent their life in the
plantation. But Fredrick Douglass was become fully aware
of the reality of slavery system, so he deeply thought about
literacy which can help to escape from evil condition.
Douglass explored how the slaves were made a man and
resistance in the narrative on nonviolence and patient
endurance. This novel not just a tale of an escape from slavery
system but also bildungsroman work which meant his journey
from childhood to adulthood, ignorance to knowledge, slave
man to free man, from object to subject etc. Douglass painted
a powerful picture of what it was like to be a slave and he
bounced from master to master. He was always on the
lookout for a way to escape for freedom and finally he
became succeed and makes his way first to New York , then



THE VOICES OF SLAVES: FREDRICK DOUGLASS, HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, TONI MORRISON -33 6

Massachusetts. But even he was free; he discovered that his
journey wasn’t over. So in this way he started to escape other
slaves to become part of as an abolitionist activist himself.

Hence, here and throughout the autobiography,
Douglass highlights the common practice of white slave
owners as like raping on slave women, both to satisfy their
sexual hungers and to expand their slave populations.
Douglass also mentioned about the hypocrisy of Christian
slave owners who used religious teachings to justify their
abhorrent treatment of slaves; the religious practice of slave
owners is a recurrent theme in the text. White masters used
to keep ignorant to slaves from their parentage in order to
strip them of their identities, because at the time of
separation of mother and children, they can control to the
slaves and preventing them from developing familiar bonds,
loyalty to other slaves, a knowledge of heritage and identity
etc.

Douglass described his bitter tone, specifically about
the white masters who were used to frequently require selling
their mulatto children who were born from black slave
women. He asserted about the mother and children the bond
of relationship in the slavery. He highlighted the theme of
ignorance which meant the society used to keep ignorant to
all slaves. The people of the society believed that blacks were
incapable for participating in the civil society. They should
only keep as a worker for whites. Hence, Slaves were always
neglected from basic facts in their whole life. Whites keep
power over blacks and prevent them to read and write because
literacy would give them a sense of self sufficiency and
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capability. Another most important theme was used by
Douglass in this narrative that is ‘knowledge as the path to
freedom’. Douglass also highlighted the big issue of religion
and criticised on slave owners who claims to be truly
Christians. He estimated that the slaveholders cannot be a
faithful religious preacher because; they do not follow to
the real Christian thoughts and always remained the follower
of hypocrisy.

Thus, it was the most famous and successful work and
selling over thirty-five thousand copies in the U.S. and
Europe, and quickly translated into both French and German
language. Before this masterpiece work, the world hadn’t
heard the real-life stories from former slaves however,
Douglass’s book run into a raw spirit and increased interest
in abolition and virtuous anger against slavery. The Narrative
of the Life of Frederick Douglass is certainly one of the
most powerful pieces of reform propaganda in American
literature. It is considered as a milestone in American literary
movement against slavery. Also, this well-known work sited
in the first rank amongst the approximately one hundred slave
narratives of book length scope. An author also took the
leading place among the Negro Americans who made a career
of remarkable at slavery.

Douglass’s another novel ‘My Bondage and My
Freedom also an autobiographical narrative which was
published in 1855. He was focused in detail about his journey
from bondage to liberty. He discussed a deep meditation on
the meaning of slavery, race freedom and nation a few years
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before the civil war. He explored how he was grown more
mature, forceful, analytical and complex with a deepened
commitment to the fight for equal right and liberties. William
Wells Brown commented on this novel such as; “My Bondage
and my freedom, besides giving a fresh impulse to antislavery
literature upon its pages the untiring industry of the ripe
scholar.” He portrayed about himself that he was the reluctant
prophet who must tell his own story for whole human family
and thought that the humanity of his people must be
demonstrated before a resist world. Douglass furthermore
said about the transformations, losses and gains of his life.
He had shared many more ideas about slavery life and his
independence.

Harriet Beecher Stowe was another most eminent
author who selected for the present research work. Her most
important antislavery works like Uncle Tom’s Cabin and The
Minister’s Wooing were selected for the research work. She
was an American abolitionist or antislavery author. Her best
known work “Uncle Tom’s cabin: or life among the lowly”
which was published in 1852. She highlighted the harsh
conditions of enslaved people of African Americans. The
novel had a profound effect on attitude towards African
Americans and slavery in the United States. Stowe discussed
the themes of evil immorality in slavery, moral authority of
motherhood, the horrors of the slavery, the most dreadful
condition of slavery, forcibly separated from family, worst
injustices to men and women slaves etc. Stowe’s religious
belief shows up in the novel as the exploration of the nature
of Christianity. She frequently uses of direct authorial
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interjections on religion and faith. The book focused on the
two major themes here, first the effect of slavery upon
morality and the strength of Christianity.

Harriet Beecher Stowe’s another antislavery work
evaluated in the research that “The Ministers Wooing” which
was published in 1859. It was set in the 18" century New
England. The novel explored the history of New England and
highlighted the issue of slavery. It focused upon the history,
customs and mannerism of New England. It was also engaged
in both religious morality and the slave trade with colourful
characters including based on real figures, combine romance
and comedy with regional history to show the critical
situation of daily life, slavery and religion. This great work
was also like Uncle Tom’s Cabin and Dred which became a
successful and going through the amusing familiar procedure
of being printed in edition after edition. Its achievement in
the Great Britain was similarly remarkable and within a year
translated into twenty-three countries. Thus, the issue of the
slavery system was highlighted by author in a well manner
through her famous novels. The author described the
problems of slavery system and suggested to poor slaves
for struggle against the slavery system. Mainly, she focused
on the female slaves’ problems. The moral power of women
1s very important in these novels. Even though we can see
men’s dominance in society but Stowe wanted to highlight
mainly on women’s characters throughout the entirety of the
novel. The anti-slavery system is stimulated through these
novels and inspired to enslaved people for escaping from
slavery system. . It is an important point to discourse about
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when we are evaluating slavery system in the novels of Stowe.
The readers would be inspired after getting moral ethics from
these works and it would be helpful to open the eyes of the
people of the whole worldagainst the cruelty of slavery. In
addition, it helped to create the first feminist movements as
a result of the inspiration.

Another most important anti-slavery author Chloe
Anthony Wofford Morrison known as Toni Morrison was
bornin 18" feb.1931. She was an American novelist, essayist,
book editor. She won the Pulitzer Prize for her novel
‘Beloved’ (1987) in 1988 as well as awarded the noble prize
for literature in 1993. The present research work evaluated
Morrison’s two famous antislavery novels as Beloved (1987)
and A Mercy (2008). She has noted in her works about black
identity, black people’s experiences and particularly black
female experiences within black community. She was the
first African American women to win the Nobel award in
literature. The ‘Beloved’ novel highlighted the problems of
slavery and set after the American civil war (1861-1865). It
was inspired by the life of Margaret Garner who was enslaved
African American woman and killed her own daughter rather
than allowing the child to be returned to slavery. She was
escaped in January 1856 in Kentucky. Toni Morrison got
the Pulitzer Prize for this novel in 1988. The novel is based
on the true story of a black slave woman. In this novel the
maternal bond highlighted between Sethe and her children
but Sethe develops a dangerous maternal passion that the
resulted in the killing of daughter herself. It was happened
immorally impaired due to under slavery, and mothers lost
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their children. So the novel focused on mother daughter
relationship in the slavery. They lost their true identity
because of the suffering under slavery and consisting painful
memories unspeakable and denied. The slaves were
recognized as enduring the painful suffering and painful
memories become subject of violent practice. The author
discussed about enslavement to speak of the moral of
manhood and masculinity foreshadowed by dominant
meaning of Sethe’s story. The author also explored the family
relationship which help to visualize the stress and the
dismantlement of African American families in the slavery
system. The families were broken and bruised because of
the hardships they faced as slaves. Thus, the pain is universal
throughout this novel because slaves faced heavily scared
and tortured by physically, mentally, sociologically and
psychologically.

Toni Morrison’s another novel evaluated in the
research work as ‘A Mercy’ which published in 2008. It was
also explored the dark side of slavery. This novel talked about
a young girl called Florence whose mother was slave to a
man in debt. The man pays his debt to another named Jacob
Varak, who agrees to take a slave instead of money. So it
should be noted that the novel is set in America in the late
16™ century which means the slavery and racism were
prominent. Author explained the exploitation of labour,
immoral corruption and their economic condition of the
slavery system. The novel also painted a horrifying portrait
as treated raped, assaulted, humiliated and denied close to
equal rights. The author focused on the problems of women
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such as sexual exploitation, social violence against the
women and beating to wife etc.

However these all antislavery works highlighted the
issues of slavery system in which the enslaved people have
taken brutal experiences. These all authors also were played
very important roll against the slavery system and struggled
for independence of slaves till the last movement. They were
presented the actual issues of slavery actively in front of the
world through their writings and speeches and truly showed
the real condition of slave people to the whole World.
However, all the activist and authors were devoted their
whole life for getting freedom and justice to the slave people.
Thus, such a great personalities would be remained in mind
forever.

After evaluating the above mentioned antislavery works,
we come to know that each and every kind of slavery should
be stopped in the present era also and everyone should try to
getting the motivation from the antislavery literature to fight
against the evil problems of the country. After following and
keenly evaluating the great struggle of the enslaved people
towards their successful life, at the present situation also
everyone would be enable to aware about their fundamental
rights of the human beings and their free life. Through this
inspiration each and every person can fight against the any
evil system of the society. Though, the ancient kind of slavery
has stopped now but the new forms of slavery are coming
into the existence day by day. Thus, we should aware about
the modern slavery. The report also traces that after the end
of the ancient slavery system, at the present time the new
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forms of slavery began to visible and it will be the
challengeable for all the people of the whole world.

When we think about the modern slavery, there are
probably 21 million to 45 million people trapped in some
form of slavery today. It’s sometimes called as “Modern-
Day Slavery” and sometimes called “Human Trafficking.” The
United Nations defines that human trafficking as the
employment, transportation, transfer, harbouring, or receipt
of persons by improper means such as force, kidnapping,
fraud, or pressure for an improper purpose including forced
labour or sexual exploitation. It takes on many forms today.
It explores as; Employees working in private homes are
forced or pressured into serving and fraudulently convinced
that they have no option to leave, Human beings are forced
to work under the threat of violence and for no regular pay,
forced to child labour as domestic, bonded labour or sex
operating with them, Women, men or children are forced
into the commercial sex exploitation at industry or at any
official working places, Women and children who are forced
to marry with another without their will, Persons that are
forced to work in order to repay a debt and unable to leave
until the debt is repaid. It is the most common form of
enslavement in the modern world.

However, the modern slavery issues known as
contemporary forms of slavery system, so we should strongly
stand to face these all problems of modern slavery with
equality and struggle a lot to prohibit the evil system of the
society. It also deliberates that what action needs to be taken
to support the millions of people who continue to be exposed
to contemporary forms of slavery today. Thus, it is a great
awakening and inspiration to rise up against the slavery system
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at the present era and this revival would be encouraged the
concept of adopting renewed morals which centred on the
idea that all men are equal in the eyes of the god. However,
at the conclusion stage of this work, it is noted to be here
that the work would be definitely helpful to stop the modern
slavery system.
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